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www.leapforwardinc.org
Encouraging Students to 

LEARN � EXCEL � ACHIEVE �
PERFORM � EXPLORE � RISE (LEAPERS)



Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward I nc.
(LEAP Forward) 

2010 Scholarship Reception
Program

Welcome William Lee (Charles Lee, Sr. Memorial Scholarship Coordinator)

Invocation Pastor Roland Barnes, Carroll Western U.M. Church

The Occasion  Rhonda Thomas (Founder and President LEAP Forward)

Musical Tribute                   Lift Every Voice and Sing - James Weldon Johnson 
Performed by Devin Harrington, Scholarship Recipient

Words of Wisdom Michelle Brooks, 2010 Bowie State University Graduate

Introduction of Speaker

Inspirational Speaker VaShawn Gross, Educator/Coach Huntingtown High School

Scholarship Awards
Pamela Offer Memorial Scholarship – Kevin Offer
Andrew Goodrich Memorial Scholarship – Rhonda Thomas
Wallace Leeper Memorial Scholarship – Rhonda Thomas
Rev. Charles Lee, Sr. Memorial Scholarship – William Lee

Musical Tribute          Instrumental Performance - Piano  
Performed by Caira Cartwright, Scholarship Recipient

LEAP Forward Poem Dorien Minor, Barstow Elementary School

Acknowledgements THANK YOU ALL!
Mt. Olive Church and Pastor Berry
Past and Present Financial Contributors
LEAP Forward Board Members
Program Participants
Photographer and Videographer
Caterers
Family and Friends
Closing Prayer and Blessings of the Food    Pastor Patricia Berry, Mt. Olive U.M. Church
Dinner – Enjoy! 

Thank you ALL and Peace and Blessings!  Congratulat ions Recipients! 
www.leapforwardinc.org



Scholarships in Memory 
of

• Ms. Pamela Offer
• Dr. Andrew Goodrich
• Mr. Wallace Leeper
• Rev. Charles Lee, Sr.



LEAP FORWARD is pleased to administer this scholarship in memory
of Pamela Renee Offer .  A 1982 graduate of Calvert High School, 
Pamela had a GREAT love and desire for education.  Her 
matriculation extended to the Charles County Community College, 
and the University of Maryland University College where she earned 
Bachelor of Science and Master of Science degrees.  Proving that a 
good education leads to a worth while life, Pamela excelled in her 25 
year career with the Federal Government at the FBI, Census Bureau 
and the Commander Navy Installation Command. Through a 
generous contribution from a foundation established in her memory, 
LEAP Forward is proud to administer this scholarship in her honor. 



Andrew L. Goodrich Ph.D., of Memphis, Tennessee, was a  jazz musician, 
educator and early civil rights activist.    As a young man he developed a 
deep love for music and family.  Andy often performed on Beale Street and 
developed lifelong friendships with musicians such as B.B. King, Phineas
Newborn, Hank Crawford, Maurice White, Emerson Able and others. He 
attended and was a member of the Manassas High School Band in 
Memphis, TN whose members included jazz greats, Booker Little, Frank 
Strozier, Harold Mabern, and Charles Lloyd. He received a music 
scholarship to attend Tennessee State University where he performed with 
the famed “Aristocrat of Bands” marching band and with their college jazz 
band, The TSU Collegians. One of the highlights of his musical career was 
performing with Cannonball and Nat Adderly along with poet Langston 
Hughes in the first “Jazz and Poetry” concert at Fisk University in 1958. He 
performed at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts on two 
occasions, April 1980 in a “Performing Arts Tribute to Historical Black 
Colleges” and in September, 1981, in a “Salute to Lionel Hampton.” He also 
was invited and performed at the White House for President Ronald 
Reagan’s celebration of Lionel Hampton.   Dr. Andy Goodrich was not only a 
very talented and outstanding alto saxophonist he was an educator. After 
working as a public school music teacher for fifteen years in Memphis and 
Nashville, Tennessee he returned to Michigan State University in 1967 and 
completed his Ph.D. in Administration and Higher Education. 



Wallace Lorenzo Leeper graduated from the Richmond, VA public schools and 
Virginia Union University (also in Richmond) with a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Education.  He later received his Masters Degree in Guidance from Indiana 
State University. His teaching career started in Calvert County as a History and 
English Teacher at Brooks High School.  He continued to work in the school 
system as a coach and guidance counselor at Calvert Senior High and the 
Calvert Vocational-Technical Center.  His greatest enjoyment in his work was 
being able to secure employment for students upon graduation and even for 
those who quit school for various reasons.  He was particularly instrumental in 
helping students obtain entrance into college or other postgraduate schools.  
Wallace Lorenzo Leeper was heavily involved with the Pax-Tenn program, 
which was a cooperative education program that provided minority students 
college funding and employment at the Patuxent Naval Air Station (now known 
as Naval Aviation Warfare Center) in Patuxent River, MD.  More than 20 
Calvert County students earned college engineering degrees and obtained 
engineering work positions through the Pax-Tenn program under Mr. Leeper’s
guidance.  A great number of people owe their successes in life to Wallace 
Lorenzo Leeper.  He worked tirelessly to support students and provided an 
extremely personal touch to counseling.  Truly a rare gift that is not prevalent in 
our school systems today.  He really cared and it showed through his actions.  
What dedication! What sincerity! 



Reverend Charles H. Lee, Sr . graduated from Carver High School in 
Milledgeville, Georgia.  He attended Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia 
and graduated from Texas Southern University in Houston, Texas with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree.  He later received his Bachelor of Divinity and 
Masters of Theology Degrees from the Interdenominational Theological 
Seminary in Atlanta, Georgia.  As a student, he served as a Methodist Student 
Organizer and Coordinator at Texas Southern University. Additionally, he was 
a leader in the First Student Sit-in Demonstration west of the Mississippi and a 
leader of civil rights groups throughout the southern area of the United States 
serving as a leader in the Selma to Montgomery march for students at the 
Interdenominational Theological Center. After the signing of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Law, he was instrumental with other students during the summer in 
integrating eating facilities at Milledgeville State Hospital.  Scholastically, Rev. 
Lee was listed in Who's Who Among Students in American Colleges and 
Universities and was a Crusade Scholar.  Rev. Lee served in the United 
States Army—Europe, Pacific Far East where he served in the Korean 
Conflict (Private to Captain – Airborne and Infantry); Chaplain (Major) in the 
California Army National Guard (Retired).  Rev. Lee also served as Director of 
the South East Educational Development (S.E.E.D.) Project for the San 
Francisco Unified School District from 1968 to 1971. S.E.E.D. was a federally 
funded program implemented to increase the academic proficiency of inner 
city children. He has served as Associate Minister of the Trinity Methodist 
Church, Houston, Texas; Pastor of St. Mary’s Methodist Church, League City, 
Texas; Wesley Methodist Church, Newman, Georgia; Ridge Point United 
Methodist Church, San Francisco, California; and, was appointed Pastor of 
Downs Memorial United Methodist Church, Oakland, California in 1971.  In 
1987 Rev. Lee was appointed as the District Superintendent for the Golden 
Gate District of the California/Nevada Conference for the United Methodist 
Church which he served until his retirement in 1991.  It is with great pleasure 
that LEAP Forward, Inc. sponsors this scholarship in the name and memory of 
Charles H. Lee, Sr.



Launching Educational Assistance Program Forward Inc.
2010 CHARLES H. LEE, SR. MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIP IENTS

Kyle Hutzler
Huntingtown High School
Yale University 
Economics/International Affairs

“For each scholarship that I have applied to… I have looked at 
them not as awards but as investments.  Your investment will be 
used to obtain a world-class education that will integrate 
management and economics.  I vow to do all that I can to enable 
this nation to fulfill its enduring promise as a beacon of freedom 
and opportunity.”

Sharnice Long
Calvert High School
Howard University
English

“I want to be able to give back to society what it has given to 
me.  When people hear my name, I want them to be able to 
say, “she is the girl that went to HU and became a great leader 
of some sort.” College will help me boost my confidence and 
further my education, also while being a lesson to some other 
children one day.  After my years of education, I believe that I
will be able to help out and make society better.”

Devin Harrington
Baltimore Polytechnic Institute
Virginia State University
Vocal Music Education

“This fall, I will be the first in my family to attend college.  I plan 
on becoming a college music professor and teaching others the 
same gift that was taught to me.  Music is an universal art that
helps bring people together by breaking racial barriers and 
delivering sounds of glory. One day I hope to create my own 
scholarship for young adults that are not as financially able…”

Jasmine Adams
Northern High School Graduate
Georgetown University – College Sophomore
Government and Sociology

“Everything is only as secure as its foundation.  I aspire to be a 
politician and a college education will add a lawyer to the 
foundation that I must have to become a lawyer, then a 
politician, and then the President of the United States.  
Education has been a vital part of my living, and is indeed the 
lifeline that will enrich my life for years to come .”

2010 PAMELA OFFER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

2010 ANDREW GOODRICH MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT
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2010 WALLACE LEEPER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Anitra Brooks
Calvert High School
Frostburg College
Biology

“For some time now, I have known that I am destined to 
become a trauma surgeon.  I respond well to pressure, handle 
crisis well, and have developed an enormous amount of 
patience in my young life.  In addition, I have an undying 
passion for the medical sciences. Combining all of my passions 
and interests along with my desire to save lives would be a 
perfect way for me to contribute to society.”

Caira Cartwright
Home Schooled
St. Mary’s College of Maryland
Biology and Music

“I play piano and have also taken a special interest in science. I 
plan to become a Biomedical Engineer to create and develop 
new medical technologies that help people. I am also fascinated 
by biology and the study of the human body. I have a great 
passion for merging my love for  science with my love for 
helping people.  When I complete my bachelor’s degree I will be 
the first in my family to receive a college degree.”

Keiva Cole
Baltimore Polytechnic Institute
College of Notre Dame of Maryland
Forensic Psychology

“I was a member of the Ingenuity Project, which is a program 
that has a more rigorous curriculum than my school's regular 
one. In the future I plan to study in the field of psychology with a 
focus in forensics.  My goal after college is to possibly work for 
an intelligence organization such as the CIA or FBI.  I plan on 
researching and receiving a PhD in this field.”

Monica Dureja
Northern High  School
George Washington University
Biology/Pre-Medicine

“Helen Keller stated “Character cannot be developed in ease 
and quiet.  Only through experience of trial and suffering can 
the soul be strengthened, ambition inspired, and success 
achieved.” In my quest to become the best I can be by giving 
back to society, I have decided to pursue the career of an 
oncologist.  I believe I will be an asset to the field of medicine.”

Photo

Not

Available



2010 WALLACE LEEPER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  
(continued)    

Shaunice Fenwick
Great Mills High School
York College
Sociology

“A life without a college education is analogous to an individual
without a health insurance policy. Both are investments now for 
a payoff later or when needed.  I will pursue both a bachelor’s 
and master’s degree in social work. I will work for the 
department of Social Work in the WDC area to improve the 
lives of the families with which I come into contact.  My 
education will help me to help others improve their lives in 
significant ways that will benefit our community.”

Dai Quan Garner
Calvert High School
Wesley College
Exercise Science

“I have been athletic and competitive all of my life.  I enjoy 
playing all sports particularly football, basketball, and track 
and field. I am certain that I can overcome or at least learn to
deal with any unexpected situations thrown my way… After 
graduating from college, I want to pursue a career that will 
allow me to bless others with my knowledge and 
accomplishments through my education… I would also like to 
make the world a safer place for all citizens.”

Breanna Harrod
Patuxent High School
University of Maryland
Psychology and Accounting

“After completing my years of higher education, I will 
contribute my experience that I have learned by helping 
people with their problems because I will be a licensed 
psychologist. I will help them to feel better about themselves 
and work with them to overcome any obstacles they may 
have that is hindering them…I want to accomplish something 
with my life and better myself so that I will be able to say that 
I am better than what I used to be…My parents are my role 
models and I respect everything they have to say. ”



2010 WALLACE LEEPER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS  
(continued)                                                     

Marcus Holland-Combs
Huntingtown High School
University of Maryland
Communications/Business Administration

“A great philosopher once said “the measure of who we are 
is what we do with what we have”.  I plan to accomplish my 
lifelong goal(s) and venture into the entertainment industry 
primarily through singing, with journalism being my back-up 
plan.  I hope that through these lessons, I can be the best 
that I know I can be and continue to strive and do everything 
in my power to not only bring awareness but to be a role 
model to the future generation.  I admire people who dare to 
be different.”

Ashley Madariaga
Northern High School
Engineering/Photography
College of Southern Maryland

“After years of higher education, striving to master in 
the field of engineering, I would have my contribution to 
society be the satisfaction in helping people in today’s 
world and creating new opening for people, and new 
ways of seeing the world in others eyes.  I have shown 
the most improvement to myself and others around me 
by not letting my struggles get me down and constantly 
working at my goals.  I believe it is important for youth 
to become community involved, family inspired, and 
goal oriented.”

Crystal Trice
Calvert High School
Stevenson University
Nursing and Psychology

“One thing about my life situation is that the many 
experiences I have endured have helped me to grow 
and learn extraordinary things about myself.  Education 
was always very important to me.  It was always in my 
nature to be attentive in school and to strive to achieve. 
Right now,school is my job, and my grades are my 
paycheck.  My drive is education and I am intent on 
succeeding in everything I do.”


