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LEAP Forward, Inc. Awards 2011 Scholarships

On July 16, 2011 LEAP Forward, Inc.  administered the Wallace Lorenzo Leeper, Pamela Offer, and Rev. Charles H. Lee Sr. Memorial Scholarships.  These scholarships honor the memories of three outstanding individuals.
The Wallace Lorenzo Leeper Memorial Scholarship honors the memory of one of the most outstanding counselors who served at Calvert Senior High School in Calvert County, Maryland.  Wallace Lorenzo Leeper graduated from Richmond, VA public schools and Virginia Union University with a BS degree in Education.  He later received his Masters Degree in Guidance from Indiana State University.  His teaching career started in Calvert County as a History and English Teacher at Brooks High School.  He continued to work in the school system as a coach and guidance counselor at Calvert Senior High and the Calvert Vocational Technical Center.   During the 1970s, Wallace Leeper was heavily involved with the Patuxent Naval Air Station engineering cooperative education program.  More than 20 Calvert County students earned engineering and technology degrees through this program under Mr. Leeper’s guidance.   LEAP Forward was established in Mr. Wallace Leeper’s honor.

The Pamela Offer Memorial Scholarship honors the memory of a 1982 graduate of Calvert High School.  Pamela Offer had a great love and desire for education and earned three degrees (AA from Charles County Community College, BS and MS Degrees from the University of Maryland University College).  Proving that a good education leads to a worthwhile life, Pamela Offer excelled in her 25 year career with the Federal government at the FBI, the Census Bureau and the Navy Installation Command.
The Reverend Charles Lee Sr. Memorial Scholarship honors the memory of a Pastor, Korean Conflict Veteran, Civil Rights Activist and Education Supporter.   Rev. Lee attended Morehouse College and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts degree from Texas Southern University. He later received a Bachelor of Divinity and Master of Theology degree from the Interdenominational Theological Seminary in Atlanta, GA.  As a student, he was a leader in Student Sit-in Demonstrations and in the Selma to Montgomery March.   Rev. Lee was listed in Who’s Who Among Students in American colleges and Universities and was a Crusade Scholar.  He served n the United States Army—Europe, Pacific Far East where he served in the Korean Conflict (Private to Captain- Airborne and Infantry; Chaplain (Major) in the California Army National Guard (Retired). He served as pastor to several Methodist churches in TX, GA and CA.  Also, was appointed in 1987 as District Superintendent for the Golden Gate District of the California/Nevada Conference for the United Methodist Church until his retirement in 1991.  This scholarship was established by his widow Mrs. Carol Carruthers Lee and her son, Charles Lee, Jr. 
The LEAP Forward Scholarship Reception was held on July 16, 2011 at the Wilson Ennis Clubhouse in Huntingtown, MD.   Mr. Ennis was an educator and athletic coach serving the Calvert County school system.  His son, Wilson Ennis, Jr. serves on the Board of LEAP Forward, Inc.  

LEAP Forward, Inc. is a 501 (c ) 3 nonprofit organization that has served the community since 2001.  One of their major thrust is their scholarship program and to date they have provided over 90 scholarships in the Southern Maryland and Metropolitan Washington D.C. community.  Founder and President, Rhonda Thomas is an engineer with the Federal Aviation Administration.  She began the program with the welcome encouraging students to “Walk through The Door of Opportunity”.  Ms. Thomas reminded the students that their ancestors did not have a lot of opportunities and yet they built colleges so that African Americans could be educated.   
Serving as Mistress of Ceremonies was Ms. Jasmine Brown, a 2009 Calvert High graduate who recently completed her studies at the College of Southern Maryland with an Associate of Arts degree in Communications.   She will be attending Morgan State University in the fall in their Honors Program and majoring in Broadcast Journalism.  This was her first test before a live audience as she aspires to become an anchorwoman.   
Invocation was provided by Joesph Berry, Jr., a Calvert High freshman who prayed for the well being of all in attendance.    Words of encouragement and lessons learned were shared from Ms. Jessica Brooks, a 2004 scholarship recipient and 2008 graduate of Morgan State University.   Ms. Brooks encouraged the students to do their best and make their college experiences a priority. 
Entertainment for the evening was provided by Mr. Donte Young, a Morgan State University sophomore who is a gifted musician and a member of the gospel music group Patrick Lundy and the Ministers of Music. 
The keynote address was delivered by Mr. Kyle Hutlzer, currently a sophomore at Yale University, 2010 Huntingtown High graduate and Rev. Charles Lee, Sr. Memorial scholarship recipient.  Kyle’s inspirational message to the 2011 recipients as they begin their college life was focused on 3 points. First, he admonished the students to “invest in yourself” – study a foreign language and become fluent, study aboard or work aboard.  He also told the students to make sure that they read outside of class assignments and suggested National Newspapers and professional publications.  He stated that these things look great on your resume.  He also told the students to make sure that they read outside of class assignments and suggested National Newspapers and professional publications like Psychology Today and Medical Journals. Secondly, he encouraged the students to “develop strong relationships” not only with your fellow freshmen but with college seniors and professors as they offer a wealth of information on college life.  His third and last point was “know why you are there” and reminded the students not just to have a good time in college but to get that sheepskin! 
The scholarship awards ceremony began with a short biographical sketch of the person to whom the scholarship was named.   Following, accomplishments for each student were read and students accepted their awards and then walked through a mock door of opportunity symbolizing the great things to come in their lives.

Nineteen (19) scholarships awards were presented to students from Calvert, Huntingtown, Northern, and Patuxent High Schools.   

Ms. Delvina Offer (Niece) presented two $500.00 Pamela Offer Memorial Scholarships to Sonya Crane, a graduate of Northern High will attend Community College of Baltimore and Towson State University and major in Sociology and Tiffany Toye; a graduate of Calvert High will attend Morgan State University and major in Criminal Justice. 
Memorial acknowledgement of the Rev. Charles Lee, Sr. was provided by his son, William Lee, as Mrs. Carol Carruthers Lee (widow) and Charles H. Lee, Jr. (son) presented the awards.  Three (3) $1000.00 scholarships were presented to Kelsey Edwards, a college junior at Lincoln Memorial University majoring
 in Biology and Pre-Med and a Patuxent High graduate; Riddicia Mackall, a college sophomore at Howard University majoring in Accounting and a Huntingtown High graduate; and Jordan Wilson, a Northern High graduate will attend Seattle University and major in Biochemistry/Pre-Med.  
 Fourteen (14) $500.00 Wallace Leeper Memorial Book Scholarships were presented and included the following recipients:  Jared Adams, a graduate of Huntingtown High will attend Shippensburg University  and major in Accounting and Mathematics; Tyler Austin, a graduate of Patuxent High will attend Salisbury University  and major in Accounting; Turquoise Biscoe, a graduate of Calvert High will attend Garrett College  and major in Business Management; Daneya Boyd, a graduate of Patuxent  High will attend Salisbury University and major in Biology; Tierra Cooke, a graduate of Calvert High will attend Husson University and major in Criminal Justice and Psychology; Randl Dent, a graduate of Northern High will attend Washington and Lee University and major in Psychology; Shameka Harvey, a graduate of Calvert High will attend University of Maryland Eastern Shore and major in Accounting; Pierce Jordan, a graduate of Huntingtown High will attend Temple University and major in English; Travon Long, a Calvert High graduate will attend Stevenson University  and major in Information Technology;  Latara Swann, a Calvert High graduate will attend Morgan State University and major in Biology;  Malik Tonkins, a Northern  High graduate will attend George Washington University and major in Biology;  Dashawn Torney , a Huntingtown High graduate will attend Stevenson University and major in Business Communications;  Raneese Tyler, a Calvert High graduate will attend Stevenson University and major in Criminal Justice and  Briana Wilkerson, a Huntington  High graduate will attend University of Maryland Eastern Shore  and major in Economics and Merchandising.
Closing prayer and blessing of the food were provided by Dorien Minor, a Calvert Middle School student.   Students, Parents, Board Members, friends and financial supporters then enjoyed good food and fellowship.

LEAP Forward thanks the community, the Lee, Offer and Thomas’ families, Wilson Ennis Clubhouse, Sonia Wagner, Bill Finch and all financial supporters to organization. 
_________________________________________________________
LEAP Forward encourages youth to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise.

LEAP Forward, Inc. is a 501(c) 3 nonprofit organization that was officially organized in 2001. Educational support services offered include math and science career interest seminars, college admissions assistance, scholarships, professional growth preparation and encouragement and motivation. For more information please visit our web site at www.leapforwardinc.org or contact Rhonda Thomas via e-mail at rthomas@leapforwardinc.org or leapforwardinc@yahoo.com and visit us on facebook.com/leapforward.
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Group Photo:
 First Row Left to Right Scholarship Recipients: Daneya Boyd, Turquoise Biscoe, Tyler Austin, Tiffany Toye, Sonya Crane, Jordan Wilson, Riddicia Mackall, Kelsey Edwards
Second Row Left to Right Scholarship Recipients:  Briana Wilkerson, Raneese Tyler, Jared Adams, Malik Tonkins, Latara Swann, Pierce Jordan, Shameka Harvey, Randl Dent, Tierra Cooke
Third Row Left to Right: LEAP Board Members: Wilson Ennis, Conrad White, Wilhemina Greene, Rhonda Thomas (Founder), Tim Morsell; Lee Scholarship: William Lee, Mrs. Carol Lee, Charles Lee, Jr., Offer Scholarship: Delvina Offer; Kyle Hutlzer (Guest Speaker), Jasmine Brown (M.C.)







