Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward ‐ ‐ 2015 Scholarship Program
“On the Right Path and Headed Towards My Destiny”

Welcome and the Occasion
Introduction of MCs ............. …………….Rhonda Thomas, LEAP Forward Founder
Mistresses of Ceremony…………… .......................... …. Dynika Gross, UMBC Grad
..............................................................Keiva Cole, College of Notre Dame Grad
Invocation……….......Rev. Darryl Godlock, Pastor, Calvert County Baptist Church
Musical Selection (Everyone Join In)………… ...............…Lift Every Voice and Sing
................................................................................... Led by Mrs. Tonya Jackson
Tribute to Pioneer Harriett Brown………………………………Dia Brown, Huntingtown
Introduction of Guest Speaker…………………………...... Samariah Brown, Northern
Musical Selection…………………………………………………...... Taylor Jackson, Patuxent
Guest Speaker…………………….... Mr. Harry Holt, Jr. Vice President of Operations
.............................................................Bithgroup Technologies—Baltimore, MD
Scholarship Presentation
Lee Family Scholarships………………….………………………………….. ..$1000.00 Awards
Adams –Morsell Family Scholarships…………………………………......$600.00 Awards
Spoken Word Presentation………………………… ... Malcolm Jarell, Poet and Author
Scholarship Presentation
Parker Family Scholarship…………...………………………………...…..... $1000.00 Award
Harris Family Scholarships…………………………………………………....$1000.00 Awards
Parran Family Scholarships………………………………………………….....$500.00 Awards
Spoken Word Presentation………… ...Butterfly Free (Ahseniv Washington, Poet)
Scholarship Presentation
Leeper Scholarships…………………………………………… .... ………………$600.00 Awards
Past Scholarship Recipient Acknowledgement
Musical Selection……………………… .. …………Dorien Minor and Joey Berry, Calvert
NSBE Jr. Presentation……… ......... ……..Henderson Benjamin and Henry Nicholes
NSBE Jr. Awards…………………… .. ……………………………………………..Tonya Wilkerson
Destined 4Success Presentation………….Cynthia Thorne Carter and Sheri Barber
Acknowledgements and Announcements
Closing Prayer and Blessing of the Food…………... ……………...Rev. Darryl Godlock
Refreshments in the Cafeteria………………… ....………………………………………...Enjoy!

LEAP Forward Scholarships are provided in memory of…..
Rev. Charles Lee, Sr. As a veteran of the Korean War, he demonstrated his leadership abilities which
allowed him to advance from the enlisted ranks to becoming an officer, where he served as Chaplain.
While a student, he took on leadership roles in the early stages of the modern day Civil Rights movement. He organized non-violent sit-ins and took on leadership responsibilities in the historic SelmaMontgomery March. In 1987, Rev. Lee was appointed District Superintendent for the Golden Gate
District of California/Nevada Conference for the United Methodist Church. We, at LEAP Forward,
would like to thank the philanthropic generosity made by his wife, the late Carol Carruthers Lee, and
sons – Charles and William.
Mrs. Carol Lee, At 82, Mrs. Lee graced us with her presence at our scholarship program
in July 2014. It was her pleasure to provide financial support to youth seeking a college
education. She valued education and was the valedictorian of her class at Phyllis Wheatly
High School in Houston. Mrs. Lee received a scholarship to Talladega College and graduated with her B.A. in Elementary Education. She received an M.A. in Early Childhood
Development from Texas Southern University. She taught in Atlanta Schools and was a
teacher and administrator for the San Francisco Unified School District for 21 years. We are
grateful to have known and loved her and are appreciative of the students she helped to obtain a college education through her generous scholarships. Thank you Charles and William
for starting this scholarship in your Mom’s memory.
Clifton Morsell. A highly decorated veteran of World War ll for his heroism, his leadership and
his ability to motivate and to be able to make decisions under adverse conditions. In November
2010, he (along with other veterans from Calvert County and Washington DC) was honored by
the Calvert County NAACP. Mr. Morsell, father of LEAP Forward's board member Tim
Morsell, was a devout husband and exemplified the meaning of a Strong Black Man. He would
not hesitate to 'drop what he was doing' to help his neighbors and friends. He stressed the importance of education but placed a heavy emphasis on Mathematics.
Randolph Adams. Son-in-law of Mr. Clifton Morsell. As with Mr. Morsell, Mr. Adams was that
giant upon whose shoulders his children stood in order to pursue their dreams. He was a hard
working, blue collar African-American who sensed the urgency of an education. He aspired to
have his children to be the best at whatever endeavor they chose to pursue. Mr. Adams can look
upon his two children with pride. Rantessa Adams is an educator in the Calvert County public
school system. His youngest daughter, Marseta Dill (who was involved in LEAP Forward's
community outreach) pursued a career in engineering. Currently, she is an electrical engineer with
the Federal Aviation Administration. We, at LEAP Forward, would like to applaud the humanitarian action by both Marseta and Baron Dill for both establishing this scholarship, and in keeping
their legacy of “giving back” with us. Thank you ,also, to Rantessa, Mae and Tim.

Violet Parker. The matriarch of the family. Her kind, wise yet stern demeanor helped to lead and
navigate her family through life's endless adversities. She led by example and expected only the
best from 'her children'. Mrs. Parker celebrated and boasted in overcoming challenges, strides
made and academic advances met by each of 'her children'. Mrs. Parker saw the value of education, along with her unwavering lifetime commitment of helping others; gave freely. Contributions from the Parker Family make this scholarship possible.

Raymond Harris. A consummate businessman used his assets to quietly bring about change in
his community. He always encouraged others to be the best they can be. A Brooks HS graduate,
he also completed one year of college at the UMES. He honorably served his country in the U.S.
Army from 1960 to 1962 and was a member of the American Legion Gray-Ray Post #220. Despite operating his successful business, he always found time to devote to youth, as he helped with
the start-up of a baseball team and provided the uniforms and transportation. LEAP Forward
celebrates and thanks his daughter Rose Bourne and his wife, Rosalie Harris for continuing to
give, to inspire and to encourage youth.
Hamilton Maurice Parran, Sr. and Alice Annie (Jones) Parran, both Calvert County natives,
were committed to the academic excellence of not only their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren, but to all who knew them. Mr. and Mrs. Parran, known affectionately as “Big
Daddy” and Big Momma,” were very active in Plum Point United Methodist Church and their
community and were fervent supporters of various Parent Teacher Associations. They cheerfully
provided spiritual and financial support to anyone in need. They consistently motivated the youth
in their family, church and community to continue their education and to reach their fullest potential. After the death of Mr. Parran, Mrs. Parran continued their ministry through her prayers, encouraging words, and “giving a little piece of change” to youth as she encountered them. LEAP
Forward thanks Tonya and Kevin Wilkerson and the Parran Brothers for their willingness to start
this scholarship.
Wallace Lorenzo Leeper. With his insight and his involvement in his student's preparedness to face
the ever changing global challenges, LEAP Forward, with great adulation, establishes and administers this scholarship in honor of the man who 'started it all'. He helped to eradicate pre-existing barriers which prevented many academically gifted minority students from utilizing their fullest potential. A high school guidance counselor by profession, a Godsend to many families and current minority professionals, he directed many students into college. His involvement with the Pax-Tenn
Navy Co-Op program was instrumental in producing many of the LEAP Forward Board Members
and LEAP Forward itself.
Fernande Personna. A native of Jacmel, Haiti. She migrated to the U.S. in 1971 and worked as an
Assistant Nurse in Thiells, NY. After retiring from the healthcare industry, Mrs. Personna became a
well-respected business owner in Haiti. She was a driven and hard-working woman who was a role
model to her family and her community in the U.S. and in Haiti. It is with great pleasure that LEAP
Forward sponsors this scholarship and that her daughter, Yamilee Dambreville’s efforts allow the
spirit and legacy of Mrs. Fernande Personna to continue to bless and uplift others. She gave a lot of
herself to the world.

Hebrews 13:16 And Don’t forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices
God is pleased.

Bio for Mr. Harry Holt, Jr

.
Mr. Harry Holt, Jr. is the Vice President of Bithgroup Technologies. Bithgroup Technologies
focuses on Enterprise Information Technology, Health and Human Services, Identity Services
and Energy Information Systems. He is responsible for serving clients in Baltimore City,
Washington, DC, Virginia, Delaware and many of the surrounding counties in Maryland. He
also provides services to client in New York State, Georgia, and other states in the United
States.
Mr. Holt is a proponent of education and is a lifelong learner and an educator. He has college
degrees from two Ivy League schools which include a Bachelors of Science degree in Chemical
Engineering from Brown University and a MBA from Dartmouth College. He also holds a
degree in Human Resource Management from George Washington University. As an educator,
Mr. Holt serves as an Adjunct Professor of Business Management teaching Business Leadership
courses to undergraduate students at Morgan State University.
His career journey has included service as a Special Projects Manager where he managed the
$10 million dollars’ worth of Race to the Top Information Technology projects for Maryland
State Department of Education. He also managed Data Entry Services for Maryland State
Department of Education and developed and implemented software training for the Department
of Community and Housing Development. Mr. Holt established an Energy Technical Training
Program designed to instruct participants on conducting detailed energy audits. His career journey has also allowed him to serve as a Principal Consultant for Price Waterhouse, Systems
Engineer for IBM, Process Engineer for Calgon Corporation, and Math Teacher at Dunbar High
School in Baltimore, MD. Mr. Holt is also an entrepreneur and is the President of HOLT
Enterprises which provides customized training courses to a variety of clients.
His service to others includes serving as the Regional Director of INROADS Mid-Atlantic Region. He coached and advised 300 interns and recruited 500 intern candidates from colleges
and universities nationally on an annual basis. Recently, he managed a Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math program for high school males focused on teaching them about emerging technologies, alternative energies and entrepreneurship.
Mr. Holt is a wonderful husband and father and a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.

Lift Every Voice and Sing by James Weldon Johnson

Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring
Ring with the harmonies of Liberty;
let our rejoicing rise,
high as the listening skies, let it resound loud as the rolling sea
sing a song full of faith that the dark past has taught us,
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;
facing the rising sun of a
new day begun,
let us march on till victory is won.
Stony the road we trod,
bitter the chast'ning rod,
felt in the day when hope unborn had died;
yet with a steady beat,
have not our weary feet,
come to the place for which our fathers sighed?
we have come over a way that with tears has been watered,
we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered,
out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last
where the white gleam of our star is cast.
God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way;
thou who hast by thy might,
led us into the light,
keep us forever in the path, we pray
lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee,
lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee,
shadowed beneath the hand,
may we forever stand,
true to our God,
True to our native land.

