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Celebrating Our Scholarship Program, National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) Jr. 
and Destined4Success

“Beyond Education – Thriving In Diffi cult Times”
                  

2021 Commemorative Anniversary Program

ENCOURAGING YOUTH TO LEARN, EXCEL, 
ACHIEVE, PERFORM, EXPLORE AND RISE

LEAP FORWARD INC.2021

PRESENTING FAMILY SCHOLARSHIPS
in Memory of 

Wallace LEEPER, Dorothy Mae SMITH, Elizabeth SIMMS,
Marilyn Preston KILLINGHAM, Vivian ROGERS,

Michael MOORE, Earl THORNE, Raymond HARRIS, 
Clifton MORSELL/Randolph ADAMS, Violet PARKER, 

Hamilton and Alice PARRAN, Gloria Mae GROSS, 
Gladys HENSON, Lawrence MYERS, Iris HARRIS, 

George and Geneva Green HARROD, Wilson ENNIS, Sr., 
Billy FINCH, Blanche FINCH, Nannie Pearl Taylor CADE, 

Evelyn IRVINE, Grace PARKER, Pamela OFFER, 
MacArthur JONES, Ruth REID, Fernande PERSONNA, 

THOMAS Family and Carrie Bertha JONES – 
In Celebration of Clyde JONES. 

Also presenting the VICTORIA LODGE #71 Scholarship.

JULY 26, 2021

Thank you for your support!Thank you for your support!

GoFundMe link is https://www.gofundme.com/f/scholarships-4-our-youth 

LEAP Forward is a non‐profit corporation qualified as a 501 (c )3 organization under the IRS Code.  
As such, all donations are 100% Tax Deductible in accordance with federal law.   

Thank YOU 

How to Reach Us? 
Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc. 

LEAP Forward, Inc. 

P.O. Box 373 

Prince Frederick, MD 20678 

Email: leapforwardinc@yahoo.com  Phone: 301.509.3872 

Facebook: leapforwardinc2016 

Twitter: @leapforwardleap    Instagram:  #leapforward2  

Website: www.leapforwardinc.org  

National Society of Black Engineers Jr Chapter ‐ Creative and Striving Hard to Succeed 

Website: http://www.cashnsbejr.com

Facebook: Calvert County NSBE Jr CASH 
Email: Cash_nsbejr@yahoo.com 

Destined4Success 
Email: D4successadvisor@gmail.com 

Reach out to a Board member: Rhonda Thomas, Conrad White, Wilson Ennis, Timothy Morsell,  Jessica Brooks, 

Michelle Brooks, Trayonna Hutchins, Riddicia Mackall, Jerrell Jones, Joseph Berry III, Keshia Capers, 

Triana Carter, and Darlene Harrod. (Mrs. Peggy Leeper, Honorary Board Member)  

How to Give? 
www.leapforwardinc.org and  leapforwardinc@yahoo.com—Paypal Donation 

CashApp: $leap4ward 

Federal Employees Combined Federal Campaign  CFC#91127—Show Your Love 

Amazonsmile—smile.amazon.com/ch/52‐2169397 

By Check to LEAP Forward Inc. and Mail to P.O. Box above 

Support our Fundraisers 



Our Closing Selection “WWee’’vvee  CCoommee  TThhiiss  FFaarr  BByy  FFaaiitthh””
We’ve come this far by faith,

Leaning on the Lord.
Trusting in his Holy Word.

He’s never failed us yet.
Oh, oh- oh- can’t turn around,
We’ve come this far by faith.

Don’t be discouraged with troubles in your life.
He’ll bear your burdens

And move all discord and strife

Oh! We’ve come this far by faith,
Leaning on the Lord.

Trusting in his Holy Word.
He’s never failed us yet.

Oh, oh- oh- can’t turn around,
We’ve come this far by faith.

Just remember the good things He has done.
Things that seemed impossible.

Oh, praise Him for the vict’ries He has won.
He has won!

We’ve come this far by faith,
Leaning on the Lord.

Trusting in his Holy Word.
He’s never failed us yet.

Oh, oh- oh- can’t turn around,
We’ve come this far by faith.

Just the other day I heard a man say,
He didn’t believe in God’s Word.

But I can truly say the Lord will make a way.
Because He, He’s never failed me yet.

We’ve come this far by faith,
Leaning on the Lord.

Trusting in his Holy Word.
He’s never failed us yet.

Oh, oh- oh- can’t turn around,
We’ve come this far by faith.

Writer:  Albert A. Goodson

2 Corinthians 5:7 For We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight       

One hand reaching for another, 
each grabbing hold of the other. 

The mind is a magnificent machine,
when inspired to reach for its dreams. 

Hope dwells within the stars, 
aligned and sparkling brightly above.

Determined, mustering the will to achieve, 
what my eyes can't see my heart still believes.

Moving forward into the great unknown, 
unbound, my thoughts are free to roam.

My potential limitless, stretching beyond the sky; 
given wings I aspire to fly.

Empowered by the knowledge others have shared. 
The paths they carved and the gifts they bared.

With my eyes opened wide, I drift toward what I see, 
the bright light of the future awaiting me.

Propelled by preparation I have promises to keep,
the hope of generations residing within me.

I inhale the crisp air of success, breathing deep,
then prepare to take the forward leap.

TTiimmiidd MMaasssseess 

Timid Masses, The People's Poet   
www.timidmasses.com



 

Dear Families, Scholarship Recipients, Friends,  
Donors, Sponsors, Supporters, and Volunteers

On July 26, 2021, as LEAP Forward, Inc., celebrate its 20th anniversary, we say “Thank You.”  As you 
might imagine, we are extremely grateful to be marking this milestone.  Two miracles define us as an organization. 
Our first miracle was Mr. Wallace Leeper, the high school guidance counselor, who helped me and more than 20 
African American students set our sights on pursuing an engineering degree.  Most of  us did not have a clue as to 
what an engineer did for a profession.  For me, in particular, the decision to become an engineer was life defining 
and life changing.  To honor Mr. Leeper’s excellence in guidance and his commitment to serving his students, I 
formed LEAP Forward, Inc., and then, I enlisted the assistance of  other engineers Mr. Leeper guided. 

Our second miracle was around July 9, 2001.  Our package was sent to the IRS to establish LEAP Forward, Inc., 
as a viable 501(c)(3) nonprofit.  On July 19, 2001, we received an acknowledgment letter confirming receipt and 
started the process with the note, “120 days to review.”  However, on July 26, 2001, we received our official Form 
1045 confirming LEAP Forward as a nonprofit organization.  Not one question was asked, and approval was 
received in record time – less than two weeks.  What did they see in our package that confirmed our presence in 
the lives of  many underserved youth?  They saw that with a few hands we were going to schools and talking about 
STEM careers, taking our youth out of  their rural environment to colleges and universities, and helping students 
financially with the purchase of  college books.  Without a doubt, they saw that we were dedicated and committed.  
Our mission was clear – to serve our youth.

As we fast forward to today, we are proud to say that we have promoted our mission vigorously.  
Over our 20 years of  service, we have been the light in the community that cares and goes above and beyond what 
is expected to show our youth that they, in fact, do matter.  We are so proud of  our activities and programs; they 
are changing lives, influencing expectations, and helping to make dreams come true.  Here is a partial list of  what 
we have been doing.  

We provided STEM presentations and exhibits to educate and give our students 
exposure, and we taught and demonstrated STEM through hands-on activities.  
We toured industries.  We initiated award-winning STEM competition teams.  We 
received the NSBE Jr. National Chapter of  the Year Awards in 2017 and 2018.  
Additionally, our teams have garnered over 28 STEM competition awards.  We 
opened the door to conference attendance, giving some students their first-time 
airplane trip and traveling experiences outside of  their rural county.  We mentored 
and we tutored.   We provided encouragement and motivation.  We advocated for 
students at local schools, colleges, and universities.  We taught classes on resume 
preparation and interview skills.  We supported and helped seek internships and 
career employment.  We also taught leadership skills and provided leadership 
opportunities.  We introduced the Maryland Mathematics, Engineering, Science, 
Achievement (MESA) curriculum to Calvert County Board of  Education and it 
adopted throughout the school system. We helped with the college admissions 
process by paying application and exam fees.  We helped complete financial aid 
forms.  We conducted college tours in and out of  the state of  Maryland. We 
provided scholarships to over 300 students.  We published a book and made it 2013 Black Engineer of the Year Award for Community Service

Dedicated to the Memory of   
Our Number One Supporter,  

my Beautiful Mother, Grace Parker
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available to students to enhance their college experiences.  We added young voices to our Board of  Directors. 
We exposed youth to African American history and culture by taking them on trips and displayed a Black Art 
and History exhibit in local schools to educate hundreds of  students, teachers, and the community.  We inspired 
and motivated youth to learn, give their best, and achieve excellence.  And yet, it still isn’t enough.  We can, 
and we must, do more.

As we look Beyond Education – we see how the past year has changed life, as we knew it.  So many adjustments 
were made and yet we Thrived in Difficult Times.  Has it been easy? By no means. However, we are grateful to 
God for always leading and guiding us. And during those times when we thought things would not work out, 
God would provide a “ram in the bush” for us; a word of  thanks, an unexpected donation, a new resource, 
new knowledge, inspired hope, a kind heart, or an opportunity broker.  We are grateful.

For our efforts over our 20 years, we achieved recognition and awards, but the greatest reward is being allowed 
to make a difference in young lives.  From our labor, we see productive young men and women enter careers 
as engineers, lawyers, teachers, accountants, and business owners.  Our impact is undeniable.  Yes, “Beyond 
Education – Thriving in Difficult Times.” 
 
I believe Mr. Leeper would be extremely proud of  our accomplishments.  We have continued what he started – a 
rich legacy of  providing 20 years of  commitment and service to youth.  

Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow – Thank you God for 20 years of  Service.

We are Grateful!

Rhonda Thomas,  LEAP  Forward  Founder and  President

 Psalm 90:17
“And let the beauty of  the Lord our God be upon us;  

and establish thou the work of  our hands upon us;  
yea, the work of  our hands establish thou it.”

Dear Families, Scholarship Recipients, Friends,  
Supporters, and Volunteers (continued)
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Who Are We
Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward  

(LEAP Forward, Inc.)

Our Vision
To influence a generation of  underrepresented youth who 
accept the challenge to become academically prepared to 
enter chosen careers by becoming the problem solvers and 
productive leaders who address the needs of  all humanity.

Our Mission
To help prepare underrepresented and underprivileged 

students for their future.  

Our Goals
To serve youth from diverse ethnic backgrounds, providing 
them a comprehensive awareness of  STEM career options, in 
particular, but other career options as well, and informational 
seminars; field trips; personal mentoring; social and cultural 
enrichment activities; and educational support services that 
foster positive self-esteem and academic excellence.

Our Core Values
Excellence   ♥   Dedication   ♥   Commitment 

Our Start
In the late 90s, we quietly observed youth in Calvert County, MD, 
and recognized a need to expose our youth to more.  We noticed 
that youth were not going to college and most were content with 
graduating high school and seeking low-paying career jobs in the 
local community.  Not that this was a bad 
option, but we saw so much potential. To 
make matters worse, drug activity was on the 
rise as well as teenage pregnancies. Our youth 
needed to be exposed to more. During this 
period, the NAACP CRISIS magazine began 
to address academic achievement gaps. The 
statistics were dismal. 
                                                  
It was the fire that drove us and gave us marching orders to 
help our youth. 

Compelled to be change agents, others were asked to join the 
journey and start serving.  We wanted to share information about 
our journey and introduce youth to technical career options.  We 
served 4 years before we obtained our nonprofit status.  As Founder, 
Rhonda Thomas solicited support from Wilhemina Greene, and 
the Bylaws and Articles of  Incorporation were established.  Service 
included providing personal funds and transportation and loading 
up the car for a road trip to visit college campuses.  Services also 
included developing an exhibit that highlighted Engineering career 
options, paying for college exam and admission fees, providing 
exam prep materials, informal tutoring and an occasional social 
outing.  All of  this occurred to help prepare underrepresented 
students for a better future.

Twenty (20) years is a blessing, but it hasn’t been easy.  Everyone 
doesn’t share our passion, and having the time to give back is 
always an issue.  We are thankful to God for always sending us 
a “ram in the bush.” Just in time and just enough to let us know 
that we are providing a valuable service, and that we are making 
a difference.

Our Servants
It’s really good to have friends.  Board members were solicited 
from fellow graduates of  Tennessee State University (TSU) and 
Pax-Tenn program participants.  Our initial Board included 
Engineering Professionals: Rhonda Thomas, Wilhemina 
Greene*, Conrad White, Wilson Ennis, Maurice Irvine*, 
Timothy Morsell, Robert Fenwick* and Burdette Wills*.  Our 
Honorary Board Member is the widow of  Mr. Wallace Leeper, 
Mrs. Peggy Leeper.  *Terms ended.

In 2020, our Board membership grew!  We are extremely 
grateful to the past benefactors of  our educational services 
for paying it forward.  Current Board Members include: 
Rhonda Thomas, Founder and President, a TSU Electrical 
Engineering graduate; Trayonna Hutchins, former scholar-
ship recipient, current Vice President, a University of  
Maryland, College Park Cum Laude Theater graduate; 
Conrad White, current Secretary, Consultant, a TSU 
Electrical Engineering graduate; Wilson Ennis, current Treas-
urer, Consultant, a TSU Electrical Engineering graduate; 
Timothy Morsell, Consultant, a TSU Technical Aeronautics 
graduate; Jerrell Jones, former scholarship recipient, Student 
Outreach, a North Carolina A&T University Mechanical 
Engineering graduate; Joseph Berry III, former scholarship 
recipient, Coastal Carolina University Information Science; 
Triana Carter, former scholarship recipient, Black History 
Outreach, a Savannah College of  Art and Design graduate; 
Riddicia Mackall, Destined4Success, Finance, a Howard 
University Accounting graduate; Keshia Capers, Grants 
Management, a Hampton University Chemical Engineering 
graduate; Michelle Brooks, Scholarships, a Morgan State 
University Business Administration graduate; Jessica Brooks, 
Scholarships and Videography, a Morgan State University 
Business Administration graduate; Darlene Harrod, Special 
Projects, a former Federal Government Project Officer; and 
Honorary Board member, Mrs. Peggy Leeper. 
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Reflections
from Wilhemina Greene, Former Vice President, Financial Supporter and Co-Signatory 

on Bylaws and Articles of  Incorporation

As a black child growing up in rural St. Mary’s County, I knew I wanted to go to college to become a Doctor 
or Lawyer because there was limited opportunities to make money for black folks. As I got older, I realized that 
I couldn’t stomach seeing blood or other bodily fluids; thus becoming a Doctor was out of  the question. Also, I 
realized that I would feel guilty if  I let an innocent person go to jail or a guilty person evade the justice system; 
thus this was not an option either. The fact that a college education costs money, which my family couldn’t afford, 
led me to start working part-time in high school. While working part-time at Pax River, I was given some advice 
to look into Engineering as a field of  study. I applied to the Pax-Tenn Program and was accepted. The Pax-Tenn 
program helped with tuition, and earning monies during the Co-Op periods helped with other expenses needed 
to continue my education. I graduated from Tennessee State University with a Bachelor of  Science degree in 
Electrical Engineering. My times at TSU were good: made friends and met other nationalities from around the 
globe and received a quality education from professors who cared about us and wanted us to excel.

So when Rhonda proposed creating a non-profit organization to help other minority students attend college 
and study engineering, I agreed to work with her. I wanted to give back to the local community and provide that 
opportunity to others to experience college life and what can be accomplished with a higher education. 

It’s rewarding that we can help minority students fulfill their dreams of  going off to a college or university or even 
traveling outside of  the local tri-county area for special events. 

It’s awesome that what started as a way to provide local minority high school seniors a $500 book scholarship to 
the college of  their choice has evolved into this: a program for all students of  all ages.

It’s awesome to see these young black kids excel at this stage of  their lives. I only wish I had this organization 
available to me when I was growing up. It’s been satisfying to see the accomplishments of  the organization during 
these past 20 years. 

My wish for the future is that LEAP Forward continues to grow for the next 20 years with the help of  LEAPERS 
(old/new members) and the local community members and leaders.
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Congratulations LEAP Forward on Your 20th Anniversary 
Thank you for Your Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maurice Irvine, our Immediate Past Vice President, graduated from TSU with a B.S. degree in Mechanical 
Engineering.  He retired in 2018 from JMT Engineering where he oversaw projects in piping and underground 
utilities and structures.  He was Project Engineer for the 208-mile-long pipeline that will transport natural gas 
from Rising Sun, Maryland, to Accomack County, Virginia.  Currently, he serves as a consultant and CAD 
operator to several small civil engineering firms in the Baltimore Metropolitan area. 
  
Dedicated to service, Maurice received a Bachelor of Commissioner Science from the College of Commissioner 
Science and the Baltimore Area Council, Boy Scouts of America, in 1998.  As Unit Commissioner, he was the 
first African American to head up scouting operations in Essex, Maryland, part of the Chesapeake District.  He 
is a proud member of the Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity and was awarded Neophyte of the Year in 1980 by the Zeta 
Alpha Chapter.  He presently serves as a member of the Zeta Sigma graduate Chapter and during the pandemic 
has been involved with large-scale food giveaways to the community. 
  
One of the things Maurice admires the most is the friendships he developed at the “barracks” in the Pax-Tenn 
days that carried over on the campus of TSU, and now through the leadership of the dynamic Rhonda Thomas, 
friendships have come together to provide disadvantaged youth the opportunity for a STEM education.  He is 
grateful to have served on LEAP Forward’s Board as Immediate Past Vice President, and for the opportunity to 
increase exposure to STEM careers to Calvert County students.  Just to name a few memorable 
accomplishments, he recalls the following.  
 

•   LEAP Forward introduced the MESA curriculum to underrepresented students and the Calvert 
County Board of Education.  It was adopted countywide and provides a platform for students to compete 
with other districts throughout the country.   
•   Our “Your Education Serves (YES)” program set up computer labs for after school education 
assistance and mentoring.   
•   On a mission to cultivate young inquisitive minds into an engineering organization NSBE CASH Jr., 
success was achieved when the Chapter was ranked number one in the country, twice. 

  
...All of which started with a Dream, a Prayer...and friendships.... Thank you, God! 
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1997
	 Activities financially supported by graduates of 

Tennessee State University (TSU) in Nashville, TN.
	 Began working with youth in the community to expose 

them to hope and opportunities.
	 Conducted first college tour to TSU. 
	 Conducted college tours to the University of 

Pennsylvania (PENN) and Howard University.
	 Exposed students to the PENN Relays – National track 

and field event.

1998
	 Conducted college tour to TSU.  Significance is that for 

many youth, this was their first time out of the State 
of Maryland.

	 Conducted college tour to Hampton University and 
participated in Open House.

	 Began providing book scholarships, and as giving 
increased, supported tuition scholarships. 

	 Awarded first 3 Wallace Leeper Memorial Book 
scholarships.

	 Transported and sponsored students to attend the Black 
Engineers of the Year Award (BEYA) conference in 
Baltimore, MD. Students participated in Maryland 
Engineering and Sciences Advancement (MESA).  
Exposed students to this event for 5 years.

	 Participated in college fairs and encouraged students 
to attend summer Engineering Concepts Institute 
programs sponsored by TSU.

1999 
	 Conducted college tour to TSU.
	 Awarded 4 book scholarships (2 Professional 

Engineers, Joanita and Brandon).
	 Facilitated and sponsored students to attend Minority 

Introduction to Engineering (MITE) events during 
2-week summer sessions at TSU.

	 Developed an aggressive outreach program to expose 
youth to Engineering.

2000
	 Conducted college tour to TSU.
	 Awarded one book scholarship, visited Virginia 

State University with grandparent, and successfully 
advocated for the student to receive additional 
University support.

	 Hosted and organized student participation in 
the Society of Women Engineers conference in 
Washington, DC.

	 Developed “Is Engineering For You?” traveling 
exhibit that highlighted African American Inventors, 
Engineers and Scientists.

	 Purchased and distributed free educational tools 
(puzzles, buttons, and books) to students attending 
Exhibit and Career Fair events.

	 Conducted exhibit and presentations on technical 
career options to over 200 students at Southern Middle 
School in Lusby, MD.

	 Introduced MESA program to a member of the Calvert 
County School Board.  Subsequently, the program was 
adopted countywide.  Many students now participate 
in the program, and various county schools have 
won numerous awards during MESA competitions. 
Board members continued to support the program as 
requested.

2001
	 Established Launching Educational Assistance 

Programs Forward, Inc. as a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit 
organization on July 26, 2001.

	 Embarked on a new journey – LEAP Forward, Inc. 
– with confident expectation.

	 Organization initially financially supported by Board 
Members.

	 Received first public donations from Bill Finch and 
Beatrice Clark Jones.

	 Exhibit and presentations conducted at Northern High 
School in Sunderland, MD and Amelia County high 
school in Richmond, VA.  Hundreds of students 
exposed to technical career options. 

	 Facilitated and sponsored students to attend Minority 
Introduction to Engineering (MITE) events during 
2-week summer sessions at TSU.

Historical Highlights and  Notable Events
(Not all-inclusive)
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2001
	 Awarded five book scholarships (1 Professional 

Engineer, Larry).
	 Purchased and distributed SAT study materials and 

supported exam fees.
	 Provided financial assistance for college admissions 

fees. 
	 Provided educational assistance services to college-

bound students to include completing financial aid 
packages and reviewing college applications.

	 Received In-Kind support from Lockheed Martin 
Corporation.

2002
	 Conducted college tour to TSU. 
	 Provided educational assistance services.
	 Conducted National Engineering Week activities 

including video presentations “Engineering Is For 
You.”

	 Received In-Kind support from Raytheon Corporation.
	 With IRS status in hand, our solicitation of support 

increased from the community.  We are grateful to those 
who stood by us in the beginning: Victoria Lodge No. 
71 F&AM, Dorothy Gomes, Howard Kent, Calvert 
County Joy Riders Motorcycle Club, and George Davis.

2003
	 Conducted college tour to TSU.
	 Received In-Kind support from General Motors (GM).
	 Received first Corporate donation from United Auto 

Workers – General Motors ($500).
	 Provided educational assistance services.

2004
	 Conducted college tour to TSU. Significance is that 

some experienced first airplane travel.
	 Supported Maryland NSBE Jr members to attend 

conference and Boys and Girls Club in Annapolis.
	 Provided educational assistance services.
	 Distributed care packages to students on college 

campuses.

2005
	 Provided SAT study books to students.
	 Tuition scholarships provided.
	 Provided educational assistance services.

2006
	 Sponsored students to attend engineering Summer 

Camp in Lynchburg, VA.
	 Conducted National Engineering Week activities.
	 Provided “Is Engineering For You?” exhibit at 

Potomac Airfield to over 1000 youth.
	 Provided educational assistance services.

2007
	 Published the first issue of the LEAPERS 

NEWSLETTER.  Articles included Scholarship 
Campaign 2007, LEAP Forward Accomplishments, 
Notable Events in 2006, and 2006 Wallace Leeper 
Scholarship Recipients.  The newsletter, published for 
nine years, was distributed to friends, supporters, and 
scholarship recipients.

	 Successful fundraiser NY Motocoach trip sponsored to 
the Broadway production, The Color Purple. 

	 Provided Engineering Exhibits throughout Maryland 
and Washington, DC.

2008
	 Held the first Scholarship Reception on July 25 at the 

Yardley Hills Community Center in Prince Frederick, 
MD.  Seven recipients received scholarships.  

	 Supported student participation in Summer Engineering 
Camp in Greensboro, NC.

	 Received $5000 financial support from Toyota Motor 
Corporation North America, Inc.

	 Initiated a tutoring program, Your Education Serves 
(YES) at Carroll Western United Methodist Church in 
Prince Frederick, MD.  For 6 years, led a program that 
provided transportation, supplemental education books, 
a small library, access to computers and the Internet, 
workshops, academic and spiritual enrichments, meals 
and opportunities to attend events and activities.  As a 
recipient of a CAASA grant, developed an anti-drug 
campaign and extended it to the Calvert County School 
System.

Historical Highlights and  Notable Events
(Not all-inclusive)
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2009
	 Began administration of the first family scholarship, 

the Rev. Charles Lee Sr. Memorial Scholarship.
	 Scholarship Reception held at the Phillips House in 

Prince Frederick, MD.

2010
	 VaShawn Gross delivered the keynote remarks at the 

Scholarship Reception.  He serves as Calvert County’s 
Athletic Director, as well as an educator and coach at 
Huntingtown High. School.

	 Attended the USA Science Festival in Washington, DC 
on the Mall.

	 Served Dinners for Scholarship Fundraiser ($3000) 
sponsored by Grace Parker.

2011
	 Engineering Day events held at Barstow Elementary 

School in Prince Frederick, MD. 
	 Engineering Day events at Bibleway Church in Prince 

Frederick, MD.
	 Sponsored trip to Youth Technology Summit at Charles 

Flowers High School.
	 Conducted TSU college tour.

2012
	 Sixty Calvert County motorcyclists and their 

passengers participated in the first charity bikers’ ride 
to benefit STEM programs.    

	 Approved to participate in the Federal Government 
National Fundraising Program - Combined Federal 
Campaign ( CFC #91127).

2013
	 Established the  Creative and Striving Hard to Succeed 

(CASH) National Society of Black Engineers (NBSE) 
Jr. Chapter with 13 Charter members.  CASH provides 
a Pre-College Initiative program for K-12 students 
interested in developing and mastering STEM fields.  
Shanell Nero, an electrical engineering graduate of 
Morgan State University and Rhonda Thomas, an 
electrical engineering graduate of TSU, established the 
chapter. Wilson Ennis, Jr. also an electrical engineering 
graduate of TSU supported the program.  The Charter 
member officers for CASH NSBE Jr., include the 

following students:  President, Keisha Capers; Vice 
President, Keontae Campbell, Treasurer, Dorien Minor, 
and Assistant Treasurer, Imani Watson; Secretary, 
Joey Berry.  Other members included Destiny Dillon, 
Jocelyn Berry, Kiana Bellemore, Jahmaya Nero, Kayla 
Gladden, Kyra Williams, Zachary Fox, Nicholas 
Williams, and Jared Fox. Three members attended our 
first NSBE Jr. Conference in Indianapolis, IN. Tonya 
and Kevin Wilkerson, Sr. joined and served as advisors. 

 	 Brittany Dana Brown delivered the keynote remarks 
at the Scholarship Reception.  She was a rising 
sophomore at the University of Maryland College 
Park, pursuing a degree in Education.  Described as a 
“quiet storm” and a “generational thinker,” Brittany 
was the Founder of Transitioning Into Excellence, 
a program at Huntingtown High School that helped 
students transition from standard-level courses to more 
challenging courses.  

	 Founder Rhonda Thomas received the National Black 
Engineer of the Year Award for Community Service 
sponsored by Career Communications, Inc.

2014
 	 Established Destined “4” Success (D4S), a lunchtime 

mentoring program for high school girls, at Calvert 
High School.   Original advisors included Juanita 
White, Cynthia Thorne-Carter, Rochell Hawkins, Sherri 
Barber and Rhonda Thomas. (New advisors include 
Trayonna Hutchins and Riddicia Mackall.)

	 CASH NSBE Jr. competed in their first STEM 
competition [Kidwind – Wind Energy] in Nashville, TN

	 Kevin Coby delivered the keynote remarks at the 
Scholarship Reception.  He is President and CEO of 
SITEC—a business process automation consulting and 
IT firm based in Annapolis Junction, MD.  

	 Juwan Hawkins (CASH NSBE Jr. President) 
honored with the Young Leader’s NSBE Award by the 
Washington, DC NSBE Professionals Chapter.

	 Served as Judges for the NSBE Summer Engineering 
Experience for Kids. 

	 Provided a STEM exhibit for the Thingamajig Conference 
held at the Showplace Arena in Upper Marlboro, MD.

	 Provided financial donations to the all-male 
organization MAC Scholars (a student-led program 
aimed at improving academic achievement) at two area 
high schools—Calvert and Patuxent.

Historical Highlights and  Notable Events
(Not all-inclusive)
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Historical Highlights and  Notable Events
(Not all-inclusive)

	 Received financial support, $10,000, for our STEM 
program from the Dominion Foundation.  Thank you 
Travis and Doris. The donation allowed us to solidify 
CASH NSBE Jr. programming and logistics.

	 Founder Rhonda Thomas received a personal donation 
of the seven inventors bronze statues from Mr. 
Charles Lee, Jr. and family.  The statues are used in 
STEM exhibits and presentations to educate audiences 
about the contributions of African Americans to 
science and technology.  The statues are the work of 
Ruth Inge Hardison (1914-2016) born in Portsmouth, 
VA.  She was an African American sculptor, artist, 
and photographer, known particularly for her 1960s 
busts (or sculpted portraits) entitled “Negro Giants in 
History.”  

	 Conducted TSU college tour.

2015
	 Destined4Success outing to Arena Stage in Washington, 

DC to enjoy the play, Akeelah and the Bee.
	 STEM event organized and held during National Night 

Out events in Calvert County.
	 Scholarship Reception held at Calvert High School. 

Guest speaker, Harry Holt, Vice President of Operations 
at Bithgroup Technologies.

	 LEAP Forward receives Southern Maryland Jack and 
Jill American Foundation donation. 

	 Presented exhibit at the Calvert County Board of 
Education STEM Fair at Calvert High School.

	 Presented technical career options during Career Fair at 
Thomas Stone High School. 

	 Supported End-of-the-School Year Block Party for the 
Yardley Hills Community.

2016
	 LEAP Forward received the Calvert You Are 

Beautiful Award.
	 Received initial financial support ($5000) from the 

Calvert County Board of Commissioners to support our 
STEM programs.

	 CASH NSBE JR. enjoyed great competition success 
at the National Conference in Boston,MA.  College 
tours at MIT and Harvard. Teams also participated in 
competitions at the regional conference in Norfolk, VA.

2017
	 Unveiled the Black History and Art Exhibit during 

Black History month at Calvert High School.  Smaller 
displays were presented at Northern High School and 
Patuxent High School.  

	 Unveiled our book, From Whence We Came, College 
Survival Toolkit.  The resource aims to provide wisdom 
and real-world experiences to students seeking college 
degrees.  Included are statements from 31 current and 
former college students to help students transition into 
college life. 

	 Founder Rhonda Thomas featured in Calvert Library’s 
Inspiring African American Women of Calvert County. 

	 Provided new experiences for students who attended 
the 43rd Annual NSBE Convention in Kansas City, 
MO.  

	 Highlights of the 43rd Annual NSBE Conference: 
named CASH NSBE Jr. National Chapter of the 
Year (out of 145 NSBE Jr. Chapters) and featured on 
the front cover of the NSBE Bridge PRE-COLLEGE 
INITIATIVE MAGAZINE, SUMMER ISSUE. 

	 Students attended a regional engineering conference 
in Greensboro, NC; got exposure to hands-on activities, 
workshops, and STEM competitions; expanded 
competition-learning program; and initiated a STEM 
Ten80 Middle School Race (NEXTGEN Calvert 
Cruisers) team that performed extremely well.

	 Offered students opportunities for exposure to 
cultural events, such as a viewing of the movie Hidden 
Figures and tours of the Negro Leagues Baseball 
Museum in Kansas City, the International Civil Rights 
Center and Museum in Greensboro, and the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial in Washington, DC. 

	 Donna Edwards delivered the keynote remarks at 
the Scholarship Reception.  She is the former U.S. 
Representative for Maryland’s 4th congressional district 
(includes most of Prince George’s County, as well as 
part of Anne Arundel County) from 2008 to 2017.

	 Received our largest single financial contribution 
($20,000) from the Air Force Office of Scientific 
Research (AFOSR).  Thank you Ed and Raheem.
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Historical Highlights and  Notable Events
(Not all-inclusive)

2018

	 CASH Jr. named National Chapter of the Year for the 
second consecutive year.

	 Dr. Christine M. Darden delivered remarks and was 
interviewed by students during Black History Month.  
She is a NASA HIDDEN FIGURES mathematician.

	 Reverend Akil Dickens delivered the keynote remarks 
at the Scholarship Reception.  He was the Senior 
Minister of Youth at Ebenezer AME Church in Fort 
Washington, MD and now pastors Emmanuel AME 
Church.

	 Presented 28 scholarships, totaling $24,150.  Several 
students are pursuing STEM majors, including nursing.  

2019 
	 CASH NSBE Jr. attended the NSBE National 

Conference in Detroit, MI, regional conference in 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and the local conference at 
UMBC.  

	 CASH NSBE Jr. highlighted in the NSBE Convention 
Magazine.  

	 During CASH NSBE Jr. competitions, the Math 
Video team finished in the top 3, and the Ten80 Radio 
Controlled Race team, NextGen Calvert Cruisers, won 
3rd place overall, 1st place Graphic Design, 2nd place for 
the Points Race, Data Driven Design and Enterprise 
presentation.  The FIRST Lego Jr. Team, Moon Legend, 
made a debut competition and won Best Show and 
Tell and Master Programming.  Added a middle school 
FIRST Lego team, Brainiacz.

	 D4S participated in college tours to Howard University and 
Hampton University and visited the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture.  

	 Completed three community service projects, including 
a STEM Fair at the local Boys and Girls Club, solicited 
funds and provided bottled water to residents in Flint, 
Michigan, and gave a donation to Chef Jose Andres and 
the World Central Kitchen for his efforts in the Bahamas.

	 Evelyn “Vonn” Banks delivered the keynote remarks 
at the Scholarship Reception.  She is a U.S. Navy Retired 
Command Master Chief.

	 Presented 42 scholarships, totaling $42,500.  Twenty-one 
students are pursuing STEM majors, including nursing. 

  

2020 
	 Transitioned STEM programs to a virtual environment 

and provided STEM kits to all members at their homes.  
Thanks to a CARES Act grant from Calvert County, 
secured the needed infrastructure for virtual setting.  

	 Maintained membership of 87 students in the NSBE 
CASH Jr. Pre-College Initiative program 

	 STEM NextGen Calvert Cruisers won the 1st place 
NSBE CASH Jr. online points challenge and crowned the 
National Ten80 Middle School Points Race Champions. 

	 Expanded tours of the Black History and Art Exhibit to 
include Huntingtown High School, Patuxent High School, 
and Calvert Middle School during Black History month.  

	 D4S continued to thrive virtually and supported 12 
graduating seniors.  

	 D4S President Dataya Resenois received the Maryland 
Commission for Women 2020 Women of Tomorrow 
Award.  

	 Purchased and shared additional copies of From 
Whence We Came, College Survival Toolkit to help 
students prepare for college with other community 
groups.

	 Co-sponsored a trip to the Alfred Street Baptist 
Church College Expo at the Washington, D.C., 
Convention Center.  Several students received on-the-
spot college admissions offers.

	 Donated computers to the community for local students 
to bridge the digital divide.

	 Presented 40 scholarships, totaling $42,700 despite 
COVID-19.  Twenty-one students are pursuing STEM 
majors, including nursing.   

2021
	 Received a Maryland Heritage Area Authority grant 

to help continue to expose youth and the community to 
the rich history of African Americans through the Black 
History and Art Exhibit.  

	 D4S President Dataya Resenois received Concerned 
Black Women’s $1,500 Scholarship.   

	 At the NSBE virtual Conference, CASH NSBE Jr.’s 
first Lego Team won the Innovation Award.  Try-Math-
A-Lon (9th and 10th grades) placed second in a Jeopardy-
style math competition.  To date, CASH NSBE Jr. has 
won approximately 28 Chapter and STEM competition 
awards.
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Historical Highlights and  Notable Events
(Not all-inclusive)

Throughout the 20 Years

	 To date, over 300 scholarships have been awarded 
totaling more than $250,000, providing students with the 
opportunity to pursue their educational goals. 

	 Conducted College Tours in and out of the State of 
Maryland to Bowie State University, University of 
Maryland Eastern Shore, University of Maryland College 
Park, University of Maryland Baltimore County, Morgan 
State University, Johns Hopkins University Robotics 
Lab, Howard University, University of Pittsburgh, 
Harvard University, Hampton University, Norfolk 
State University, Fisk University, Meharry University, 
Vanderbilt University, UNC Charlotte, Johnson C. Smith 
University, and NCA&T University, to name a few.  

	 Invited Informational Speakers have included 
representatives from Boeing, Washington Suburban 
Sanitation Commission, Washington Gas, Turner 
Construction, Federal Aviation Administration, and 
Exelon.

	 Presented math, science, and engineering career 
options to hundreds of students at career and college 
fairs held at numerous elementary, middle, and high 
schools; community events; job shadow days; and other 
venues.  Distributed engineering and science career 
literature and responded to questions.

	 Received Grants and donations from The Dominion 
Foundation, Toyota, Best Buy, PNC Bank, Walmart, 
Target, Safeway, Food Lion, National Black Coalition 
of Federal Aviation Employees, Calvert County 
Government, The HELP Association, Maryland 

Heritage Area Authority, National Society of Black 
Engineers, Apple, SMECO, Space Metrics Inc., Parker 
Simms Management Solutions, LLC, ADF Community 
Foundation, The Patuxent Partnership, Community 
Bank of the Chesapeake, Cedar Point Federal Union, 
and the Combined Federal Campaign.  Numerous other 
businesses and organizations supported our fund raising 
efforts by purchasing advertisements, going to Breakfast 
at Applebee’s, buying popcorn, etc. and giving financial 
donations, time and talents for the past 20 years. 

	 Priviledged to administer scholarships on behalf of 
families and organizations. Thank you all for entrusting 
us to honor your family: Mrs. Peggy Leeper, Charles Lee 
Jr., William Lee, Kelvin Offer, Delvina Offer, Dr. Sheila 
Moore, Wilma Smith, Carolyn Mosby, Gail Simms, 
Michelle Perry, Cynthia Thorne Carter, Rose Bourne, 
Rosalie Harris, Marseta and Baron Dill, Oreal Morsell, 
Rantessa Anderson, Tonya and Kevin Wilkerson Sr., The 
Parran Brothers, Larry Gross, Kevin Henson, Melanie 
Myers, Patricia Camp, Darlene Harrod, Wilson Ennis, Jr, 
Wilson Ennis III, Lowell Cade, Maurice Irvine, Dawn 
Ray, Dana Jones, Sandra Jones, Lomone White, Yamilee 
Dambreville, Theresa and Vaughn Thomas, Conrad 
White, Joseph Parran Sr., Sheila Harris, Constance Watts, 
and the Parker/Thomas Family.   

	 Celebrated Engineering Professionals Brandon, Joanita, 
Jerrell, Juwan, Terrell, Keshia, Marseta, Martese, Kevin, 
Ryan, Michael, and other STEM professionals.

2021 (continued)
	 Displayed 30 posters of notables, an addition to the 

Black History and Art Exhibit, at NAACP Juneteenth 
Community Day.

	 Developed multiple virtual STEM sessions for the 
NSBE CASH Jr. students in response to the health risks 
created by COVID-19.  Engaged students in hands-on 
activities and programs that stimulated their minds and 
spirits, all while having a TON of fun!  

	 Presented 38 scholarships, totaling approximately 
$45,600.  Eighteen  students are pursuing STEM majors, 
including nursing.   

	 Established a new YouTube Channel at https://www. 
youtube.com/channel/UCbmGOe3or3kiF4ctujqkklg/.
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Journey With Us ....

Scholarship Receptions
Scholarships: Mr. Russell Costley made us aware that a prior initiated scholarship for Mr. Wallace Leeper 
was no longer active. We volunteered to lead this effort because Mr. Leeper was so instrumental in our 
journey to college and engineering.  With the charge to reignite the scholarship, we formed and funded 
the Wallace Leeper Memorial Foundation. While pursuing our nonprofit status, the name was changed 
to Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward, Inc.). In 1998, we issued our 
first book scholarships.  At that time, books could be purchased for $25 each, so our first awards of $250 
and $500 was able to cover those costs. Not today! Our very first scholarships, were provided to Kristen, 
Johnny, and Gordon. We caught up with them for an update. 

Our first scholarship reception was held in 2008 at 
the Yardley Hills Community Center and continues 
to be a public event to celebrate our scholarship 
recipients. In 2010, we were welcomed at Mt. Olive 
United Methodist Church. 

20 years later, we have awarded over 300 
scholarships for approximately $250,000. In 2021, 
every undergraduate student will receive a mini-
mum award of $1000. Our first family scholarship 
initiated was the Rev. Charles Lee Sr. Memorial 
Scholarship. Today, we manage 28 family and  
organization sponsored scholarships. 

We can’t thank Board Member Maurice Irvine and his wife Sheilah enough for sharing their culinary skills 
and giving of themselves to personally donate and prepare our scholarship reception repasts. Maurice 
started serving in 2008.  What dedication!
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Journey With Us ....

Scholarship Receptions

Honorable 
Donna Edwards

Brittany Brown VaShawn Gross

Kevin Coby
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Journey With Us ....

Scholarship Receptions
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Journey With Us ....

Scholarship Receptions

Riddicia Mackall Master Chief  
Evelyn Banks

Rev. Akil Dickens
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Journey With Us ....

In 1997, we conducted our first college tour to Tenneesse State, Fisk, Vanderbilt and Meharry Universities 
in Nashville, TN.  Soon after we toured Hampton Univerity, Norfolk State University, the University of 
Maryland and the University of Pennsylvania.  LEAP Forward Board Members used their personal vehicles 
most often for transportation and donated funds for lodging and college activities. Exposure to college 
was key to our mission and our desire to encourage the next generation. Funding allowed us to expand 
our services and since 1997, we have toured numerous college campuses. Yes, tours have led students to 
choose college and specifically, those Universities toured.  

Tennessee State UniversityGo Big Blue!

College Tours  1997 to 2019

1st college tour TSU – 1997
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College Tours  1997 to 2019

17

NC A&T

UMCP

Morgan

Naval Academy

Hampton University

Pitt

UMBC

Bowie State University

Howard University
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Journey With Us ....

It is a honor to be appreciated for your work and your service.  Although it is not our driving force, we 
don’t take these occasions lightly.  We know that it’s TEAM WORK that gets the job done!  We are grateful 
to all who have recognized LEAP Forward.  Thank you Concerned Black Women of Calvert County, 
Calvert Collaborative for Children and Youth, Maryland State Education Association, NSBE Professionals 
Washington, DC, Southern Maryland Minority Chamber of Commerce, Omega Psi Phi Fraternity (Tau 
Lambda Lambda), Career Communications Group – Black Engineer of the Year Award, the Calvert County 
Commissioners, and others.  Equally exciting is our participation in NSBE STEM competitions.  We have 
awesome advisors, coaches and volunteers who have led CASH NSBE Jr. to receive approximately 28 
recognitions, which includes individual student awards.

Awards



Awards

Journey With Us ....
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Journey With Us ....

Awards
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Down Memory Lane
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Down Memory Lane
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2021 Scholarship Recipients 
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2021 IRIS ANNE HARRIS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Cedrick Hawkins 
Bowie State University
Elementary Education 
�To me, being a teacher is more 
than lesson plans or giving out 
homework and tests; it’s about 
being a leader to children.  I want 
to make a difference in a child’s 
life. 

Imani Roberts 
Charles Herbert Flowers  
High School 
Towson University 
Elementary Education
�When I become an educator, I 
want to instill core values in my 
students as well as become a 
positive role model and mentor for 
them. 

2021 VICTORIA LODGE #71 F&AM, P.H.A. 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Jaron Scott 
Huntingtown High School 
Hampton University 
Math Education 
�During my career I would like to 
share the importance of STEM 
education and develop programs 
to instill college readiness in 
students. 

2021 EVELYN V. IRVINE MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Dia Brown 
University of Vermont 
Civil Engineering 
The most rewarding part of 
starting and maintaining my 
non-profit organization was giving 
and receiving mentorship. A key 
aspect of leadership to emphasize 
is that it means giving power to 
others so they too can grow. 

2021 MICHAEL J. MOORE MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Chandler E. Bell 
Morgan State University
Architecture 
I have earnest goals to use the 
knowledge I gain from a degree in 
Architecture by making changes 
to public housing and creating 

an affordable living environment for our most impoverished 
citizens and communities. 

2021 HAMILTON, SR. and ALICE PARRAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

�Callie Walker 
Huntingtown High School
Loyola University 
Computer Science 
�Knowing that one has support 
from their community supplies 
motivation and encouragement 
to succeed in their education. I 
am very grateful and honored to 
be exposed to and sponsored by 
such a great program. 

2021 GLADYS HENSON MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Sophia Goins 
Calvert High School
Randolph College 
Agribusiness and Environmental 
Studies 
�Especially in times like these, it is 
important for us to be able to obtain 
the vast resources amongst us. In 
communities of need we could grow 
and obtain resources right within the 
community. 

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.
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2021 RUTH NUTTER REID MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Alexis Hill 
Towson University
Integrated Early Childhood & 
Special Education 
�I have decided that my ultimate 
career goal is to change the world 
one heart, one mind, and one 
student at a time.  Pursuing my 
goals will allow me to provide 
a strong foundation for my 
students. 

2021 BILL & BLANCHE FINCH MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Dataya Resenois 
Calvert High School 
Howard University 
Nursing 
My future goal is to become a 
family physician practicing in a 
medical office. Through my career, 
I will be giving back to the world 
by caring and healing others. 

Tiara Nicole Baker 
Bowie State University 
Nursing 
I feel becoming a nurse will honor 
my loved ones who passed; I 
want to make my family proud. 
I envision myself walking down 
the hospital corridor greeting my 
patients and colleagues. 

2021 VIOLET PARKER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Imani Tookes 
Westlake High School 
Howard University 
Biology
I want to become an 
Epidemiologist and work for 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) or National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) to become a global 

epidemiologist to ensure that communities that are more 
prone to getting these chronic diseases are finding solutions 
to reduce the number of dwindling communities. 

2021 THOMAS FAMILY  
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Arrington Gutrick 
Morgan State University 
Social Work 
My future goal is to pursue a 
career as a probation officer. 
Everyone makes mistakes; 
everyone deserves a second 
chance. I want to be there to 
make them feel like they have 

someone who will listen and help. I want to see more kids get 
back on their feet and go on to do great things instead of kids 
continuously going in and out of jail. 

2021 GRACE PARKER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Grace Henderson 
Northern High School 
Washington University in   
St. Louis 
Biochemistry
I highly encourage all students 
who qualify to apply for the 
multitude of LEAP Forward 
Scholarships available. Because of 

their generosity, I am able to lessen the burden on my family 
and pursue my future in pharmacy. I plan to enter the field 
of pharmaceutical studies and conduct research behind drug 
development. 

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.
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2021 LAWRENCE MYERS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Kara Lawson 
George Washington Carver 
Center for Arts and Technology 
Biola University 
Cinema & Media Arts 
My identity as a visual storyteller 
and goal to touch the lives of 
others have led me to fall in love 
with the art of filmmaking. My 

goal is to establish an independent filmmaking career and 
create a production company that stands for the values I care 
about and produce films with impactful stories that positively 
influence the lives of others. 

2021 WALLACE LEEPER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Ciarra Grady 
St. Charles High School 
University of Maryland 
Psychology
I chose to pursue psychology 
because I have noticed that there 
is not enough effort in identifying 
the causes of the emotional and 
mental crises that young people 
often experience. 

Laiya Saunders 
Reservoir High School 
Temple University 
Finance 
After college, I plan to be a 
Financial Manager or Financial 
Analyst. Looking back and seeing 
that all of my hard work is paying 
off with great results is extremely 

fulfilling to me. It is something that I will always strive 
towards. 

2021 WALLACE LEEPER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Mackenzie Dixon 
Suitland High School 
Morgan State University 
Biology
As both an African American and 
young woman, I am passionate 
about mental wellness health 
specifically targeted towards 
minority youth. My future goal is 

to create mental health services for minority youth. 

Tracey Montilus
Suitland High School
Morgan State University 
Political Science 
�I want to help strengthen the 
justice system. Being able to fight 
for people’s rights and help the 
citizens that have been failed by 
this country’s legal system is my 
number one goal. 

Jamari Morgan
Frostburg State University 
Health and Physical Education 
I haven’t always known what I 
was stepping into as an education 
major because I don’t know 
many people with an interest 
in teaching. So I’ve had to be 
courageous and constantly step 
outside of my comfort zone to 

exceed the trials of becoming a teacher. 

Jaiden Mosley 
DeMatha Catholic High School 
Tufts University History 
I plan to study history and I hope 
to work in education. I would like 
to eliminate the achievement gap 
and change the curriculum. 
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2021 PAMELA OFFER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Tayla Mann 
Towson University
Business Administration/
Marketing 
Just as important as where I’ll be 
in four years, is the journey along 
the way, which will be chock-
full of challenges and triumphs, 

but it’s the struggle which builds character and insight.  I’m 
thankful for the struggle, because it helps me appreciate the 
blessings. 

2021 EARL THORNE MEMORIAL  
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Jeanelle Ford 
Bowie State University 
Business Analytics 
The SURI program gave me the 
chance to connect with hundreds 
of other students who have 
struggled tremendously through 
the pandemic but despite their 
adversities continued to work for 

their education. Having that enlightening experience drives me 
even more. 

Tarah Carter 
Temple University 
Advertising 
After my undergraduate, I plan 
to attend law school to be an 
immigration lawyer. I want to 
help people who the system is 
inherently against. 

Janae Ackerman 
Bridgewater College 
Biology 
I plan to apply to medical school 
after graduating from Bridgewater 
College. I believe success cannot 
be achieved without hard work. 
Therefore, I continue to give the 
best of my ability towards my 
education, work and community. 

2021 GEORGE H. AND GENEVA GREEN HARROD 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Lauratu Bah 
University of Maryland 
College Park 
Music Education 
As soon as I realized that I wanted 
to become a music teacher, 
I knew that I had to continue 
working hard academically 
and musically. I would like to 

give back to my community by teaching in Prince George’s 
County Public Schools, but I would also like to run a private 
saxophone studio, create after school programs, perform 
throughout the DC Metropolitan area and much more. 

2021 CLYDE (APPRECIATION) AND CARRIE 
JONES (MEMORIAL) SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Alina Creek 
Northern High School 
Coastal Carolina University 
Communications 
�My future goal is to become a 
Sports Journalist. There will be 
times where my major will be a 
struggle, but I know I will make 
the best out of it. With motivation, 

I know I will go far in life and succeed. 

2021 GLORIA MAE GROSS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Gavin Gross 
Patuxent High School
University of Maryland 
College Park 
Computer Science 
IT’S THE END of an old you, the 
DAY you defy all odds, and the 
MOMENT you realize you are 
destined for greatness. You are 

now a new you. You promise yourself to never give up and 
that the impossible is never impossible. Since then, you have 
overcome more odds than you ever thought you would. You 
have made it so far in life and set yourself up for an even 
brighter future. 
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2021 GLORIA MAE GROSS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Dorien Minor 
Georgia Institute of 
Technology
Earth and Atmospheric 
Science 
I have always wanted to be 
a meteorologist who used 
my resources, research and 
reverence to develop an innovative 

and revolutionary approach to the study of the changing 
atmosphere. I will continue to maintain the same diligence to 
my collegiate studies, making education and service to others 
my top priority, while representing your organization well 
beyond college. 

2021 NANNIE CADE MEMORIAL  
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

MacKenzie Catherine 
Nicolas 
Huntingtown High School 
North Carolina A&T University 
Information Technology/
Education 
After I complete my bachelor’s 
degree, I plan to obtain a 
doctorate degree with the 

goal of becoming an entrepreneur and owning a software 
development consulting firm. My dream is to employ and 
mentor other minorities in the STEM field. 

2021 ELIZABETH SIMMS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Serenity Jackson 
Thomas Stone High School
Morgan State University 
Psychology
I would like to become the 
psychologist that works with 
teenagers when they have no one 
else. 

2021 RAYMOND HARRIS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Destiny Johnson
Towson University
Criminal Justice/Abnormal 
Psychology 
After graduating with my 
bachelor’s degree, I plan to either 
work for the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA) or the 
Federal Bureau of Investigations 

(FBI). I want to be able to help other people and help bring 
positivity and change to our current criminal justice system. 

Malachi White 
Calvert High School
High Point University 
Computer Science 
�My career plan is to become 
employed with a credible agency 
that will allow me to grow and 
develop in my career and in due 
time open my own application 
development business. 

2021 DOROTHY MAE HURLEY SMITH 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Egypt Butler
Thomas Stone High School 
University of Maryland 
College Park 
Computer Science 
I know I can inspire others to join 
the computer science field and 
break the stereotypical concepts 
that the world has generalized. 

2021 MARILYN PRESTON KILLINGHAM 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Leslie Wiafe 
Surrattsville High School
Morgan State University 
Nursing 
Although I love all subjects, 
science — specifically biology 
and anatomy — are my favorite. 
Learning the intricate functions 
of the human body intrigues me. 

With this being said, I aspire to be a nurse anesthetist. 

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.
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Every nonprofit survives on the generosity of others.  What you believe in, you typically support.  
In 2001, our first public donations were received from Mr. Bill Finch and Ms. Beatrice Clark Jones.  
When they gave, we blessed others.  Donations make scholarships for our youth possible. 
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Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.

2021 WILSON ENNIS SR. MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Tania Frederick-Allen 
University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore 
Human Ecology 
I plan to graduate with a 
bachelor’s in Human Ecology and 
work in a children’s hospital to 
help children with their diets. 

Dezmon Estep
North Carolina A&T University
Mechanical Engineering, 
Robotics Engineering 
My goal is to become an 
Embedded Systems Engineer and 
design VR/Simulation software 
and hardware to aid in learning, 
stress, and overall success. I 

want my inventions to help people learn and gain the skills 
necessary to cope with situations like a death in the family, a 
close relative becoming terminally ill, or just the struggles of 
school and pursuing careers. 

2021 WILSON ENNIS SR. MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Nusaybah Williams
Bowie State University 
English 
I would like to reach a point of 
success in my life when I possess 
the ability to give back to my 
community, and to spend my time 
and resources on non-profit work 
and fighting to better public health 
services. 

2021 VIVIAN ROGERS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Kaniya Rogers 
Columbia University (Graduate 
School) 
Journalism 
I plan to become a journalist and 
magazine writer after completing 
my program at Columbia University. 
After graduation, I plan to open a 

recreational center for the children in my community, write 
fiction novels and become a best-selling author. 
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Left to right: Burdette, Tim, Rhonda,  
Principal Evans, Wilhemina, Conrad, Wilson

Original Board Members

Mr. Leeper

Evolution
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Honoring the  
Richness of Their Lives  

and Service
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Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward), INC. is a not-for-profit 501C(3) organization  
whose mission is to encourage disadvantaged underrepresented students to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!

THOMAS FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP  

The Thomas Family Scholarship is in honor of our lineage past, 

present and future.  Our family history dates back to the 1800 with 

Lemuel and Mary Frances Hutchins Thomas raising their children 

in Calvert County, Maryland.

   

Lemuel and Mary raised their children to 

be anchored in the Lord and to be 

people of good moral character.  

As the generations have increased, 

we have had some ups and 

downs, as many families have 

experienced.  Through it all, 

the Thomas family has 

been steadfast in their 

faith.  To date our career 

paths covers all spectrums 

as we continue to be an integral 

influence in society and in our communities.

We represent family and community. This will be our first year 

awarding a scholarship to a Calvert County resident that is a 

college sophomore or junior attending a Historically Black College 

and University (HBCU).  Our main focus is education and giving 

back in support of Calvert County students.  It is our great pride 

and humble honor to support the Leap Forward organization.

May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our ancestors; may he 

never leave us nor forsake us.

— 1Kings 8:57

    Like 
   branches
  on a tree,
 we all grow 

in different 
directions,
but our roots 

 keep us all 

  together.
Family

    Like 
   branches
  on a tree,
 we all grow 
in different 
directions,
but our roots 
 keep us all 
  together.

Family
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             is with great pleasure that LEAP Forward Inc. presents this scholarship 
in memory of BLANCHE FINCH.  As a native of Greenville, South Carolina, she was 
overjoyed to have a close-knit family.  She knew how important family ties were and 
she valued her family her entire life.  Family was everything to her.  She left an imprint 
that will mold her legacy for years for come.

After graduating from Sterling High School, she moved to Washington DC and attended 
Freedmen’s Hospital School of Nursing.  Freedmen Hospital, the predecessor to 
Howard University Hospital, was established during the Civil War to address the needs 
of thousands of African Americans who poured into the city seeking freedom. 

She was a very skilled operating room nurse who worked at hospitals throughout the 
Washington Metropolitan area.  She soared in her career.  It is understandable why she 
choose nursing.  Blanche had a heart of compassion and was the nicest person you 
could ever meet.  

Blanche was very active with the Washington DC Chapter of the National Black Nurses 
Association and helped to provide scholarships for under-served students planning to 
study nursing.

Blanche along with her husband, Bill has supported LEAP Forward for numerous years.  
It is with great pleasure that we continue to keep her commitment to our youth through 
this scholarship named in her honor for nursing students.

Her family joins in the celebration of this great honor to establish the Blanche Finch 
Memorial Scholarship.  Thank you for keeping her memory alive with the gift of “giving”.   

BLANCHE NEWTON FINCH 

Memorial Scholarship

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward), INC. is a not-for-profit 501C(3) organization  
whose mission is to encourage disadvantaged underrepresented students to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!

It
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“It’s better to be prepared and not go, then to go, and not be prepared.”  This 
was the motto by which Earl S. Thorne did his job and lived his life.  He also 
tried to impart this theory on the many youth he encountered in his 36-year 
career as an educator in the Calvert County Public Schools.

Doing his job meant more than just going to work.  As a classroom teacher, he 
most enjoyed teaching children with challenges, and took great pride in seeing 
them as active adults.    As a principal, he encouraged and supported his staff in 
any endeavor that he felt would be beneficial for the children. He tried to attend 
any activity in which his school was represented.

His tenacity and enthusiasm for education were also evident in his involvement 
in social and community activities.  He was a member of the Red Cross, 
Knights of Columbus, St. John Vianney Parish Council, Calvert Memorial 
Hospital Board of Directors, and appointed to the Calvert County Planning 
and Zoning Commission, Calvert County Citizens Advisory Board and several 
other organizations.  He was also very dedicated, involved, and proud of 
the accomplishments of the Calvert Sandettes and Strutters, a community 
majorette, color corps and marching band group.

In later years, he made sure his children and grandchildren were prepared for 
whatever they felt they wanted to do in life.  Part of being prepared was that one 
should always do his/her best at whatever he /she tried.

In an effort to continue his theory of being prepared and to do your best, we 
are proud to offer The Earl S. Thorne Memorial Scholarship to a deserving 
returning college student.
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1998 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Kristen A. Taylor – Calvert High School
Johnny Coates – Northern High School
Gordon Taylor III – Calvert High School

1999 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Terrell Ennis – Northern High School
Joanita Gross – Calvert High School
Danielle Johnson – Northern High School
Brandon King – Northern High School

2000 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Lynette Johnson – Calvert High School

2001 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Rebecca Fields – Calvert High School
Tiffany Gray – Patuxent High School
Larry Mackall – Patuxent High School
Patrick Robinson – Calvert High School
Kirby Spence – Great Mills High School

2002 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Leeann Nicole Bryant – Calvert High School
Shalonda Hope Chew – Calvert High School
William J. Colbert Jr. – Northern High School
Ralph Gray, Jr. – Calvert High School
Stacy Goldring – Patuxent High School
Chante R. Jones – Calvert High School
 
2003 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Vasmin Natascha Edwards – Calvert High School
De’Maris Renee’ Hannon – Calvert High School
Tiffany Shanae Norman – Lackey High School
Shionta Wyquita Pumphrey – Calvert High School

2004 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Jessica Brooks – Calvert High School
Candeia Holland – Calvert High School
Alexis Howard – Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy
Quindara King – Great Mills High School
Charise Watts – Calvert High School

2005 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Raymond Abad – Great Mills High School
Montell Rothwell – Patuxent High School
Justin Stepney – Calvert High School
Tiffany Caldwell – Great Mills High School
Ebony Charmaine Williams – Cardozo High School

2006 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Tashrya A. Jones – Calvert High School
Dominique Reid – School Without Walls
Terrance M. Hall-Sutton – Calvert High School
Shoron Waul – Calvert High School
Nicole C. Greenfield – Calvert High School

2007 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Kendra A. Edwards – Patuxent High School
Jermaine Mason – Calvert High School
Gerard Steven  Muschette – Calvert High School
Courtney A. Sutton – Calvert High School

2008 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Dynika Gross – Huntingtown High School
Jhalita Holland – Calvert High School
Ashley Jerre Jones – Calvert High School
LaQuita Jones – Calvert High School
Ashley Nicole Lindsey – Great Mills High School
Eugene Plater III – Huntingtown High School
Quonte Stewart – Calvert High School

2009 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Michelle Brooks – Calvert High School
Jo’nel Roxanne Barnes – Calvert High School
Jasmin Nicole Brown – Calvert High School
Kelsey Edwards – Patuxent High School
Michael Ellison – Baltimore Polytechnic Institute
Jameela Hendricks – Baltimore Polytechnic 

Institute
Nalynn Y. Holland – Huntingtown High School  
Ameellah S. Isley – Calvert High School
Jay Little Jr. – Baltimore Polytechnic Institute

2010 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Jasmine Adams – Northern High School 
Kyle Hutzler – Huntingtown High School
Sharnice Long – Calvert High School
Devin Harrington – Baltimore Polytechnic Institute
Anitra Brooks – Calvert High School
Caira Cartwright – Home Schooled
Keiva Cole – Baltimore Polytechnic Institute
Monica Dureja – Northern High School
Shaunice Fenwick – Great Mills High School
Dai Quan Garner – Calvert High School
Breanna Harrod – Patuxent High School
Marcus Holland-Combs – Huntingtown  

High School
Ashley Madariaga – Northern High School
Crystal Trice – Calvert High School

2011 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Kelsey Edwards – Patuxent High School
Riddicia Mackall – Huntingtown High School 
Jordan Wilson – Northern High School
Sonya Crane – Northern High School 
Tiffany Toye – Calvert High School 
Jared Adam  – Huntingtown High School 
Tyler Austin – Patuxent High School 
Turquoise Biscoe – Calvert High School 
Daneya Boyd – Patuxent High School 
Tierra Cooke – Calvert High School 

Randl Dent – Northern High School 
Shameka Harvey – Calvert High School 
Pierce Jordan – Huntingtown High School 
Travon Long – Calvert High School 
Latara Swann – Calvert High School 
Malik Tonkins – Northern High School 
Dashawn Torney – Huntingtown High School  
Ranesse Tyler –Calvert High School 
Briana Wilkerson – Huntingtown High School 

2012 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Darius Jones – Patuxent High School 
Riddicia Mackall –Huntingtown High School
Shakira Chapman – Calvert High School 
Lachelle Stewart – Calvert High School 
Torez Cooke –- Calvert High School 
Michael Greene –- Baltimore Polytechnic Institute 
Brittany Brown –- Huntingtown High School 
Tonique Butler –- Calvert High School 
Markeisha Creek –- Calvert High School 
Sylvester Phillips –- Calvert High School 
Jalen Scalyes –- Calvert High School 

2013 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
Brittany Brown – Huntingtown High School 
Karrah Findley – Calvert High School 
Kortina Moore – Patuxent High School 
Symphony Love – Patuxent High School 
Raneese Tyler – Calvert High School
Torez Cooke – Calvert High School
Danielle Deville – Patuxent High School 
Erik Haskell II – Patuxent High School 
Keisha Capers – Calvert High School 
Matthew Doxie – Patuxent High School 
Eric Gross –- Patuxent High School 
Malaysia Johnson – Calvert High School 
Kaitlyn Torney – Patuxent High School 

2014 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Juwan Hawkins – Huntingtown High School
Martese Johnson – Patuxent High School
A’Miya Williams – Patuxent High School
Dillon Longo – Calvert High School
Reika Haskell – Northern High School
Malik Washington – Patuxent High School
Eric Gross – Patuxent High School
Kadesha Mitchell – Calvert High School
Anthony Jefferson – Calvert High School
Beth Mead – Patuxent High School
Kevin Jackson Jr. – Patuxent High School
Simone Nicholes – Calvert High School
Jabrena Milburn – Chopticon High School
Iysha Dent – Northern High School
Trinity Mitchell – Huntingtown High School
Kayla Bush – Calvert High School

LEAP Forward, Inc. 
Past Scholarship Recipients 
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2015 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Sydney Buckmire – Calvert High School
Breona Buck– Calvert High School
Ryan Adams – Northern High School
Joseph Berry III – Calvert High School
Shala Thomas – Northern High School
Monae Mackall –  Calvert High School
Joshua Bell – Calvert High School
Autumn James – Huntingtown High School
Chardee Gross – Huntingtown High School
Karissa Fenwick – Patuxent High School
Brianna Mason – Calvert High School
Madison Tonic – Calvert High School
Kailyn Hutchins – Calvert High School
Raesha Estep – Calvert High School

2016 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Jamal Holtz – Friendship Collegiate Academy
Aniya El-Wahhabi – Patuxent High School
Jerrell Jones – Northern High School
Jonathan Parks – Northern High School
Andre Jones – Calvert High School
Ryan Briggs – Northern High School
Dominique Jenkins – Patuxent High School
Chardenae Butler – Patuxent High School
Sha Niesha Johnson – Calvert High School 
Trayonna Hutchins – Huntingtown High School
Jordyn Taylor – Huntingtown High School
Jaquan Kelley – Patuxent High School
Wilbur Robinson – Calvert High School
Cedric Fowler – Calvert High School
Isaiah Lewis – Annapolis High School
Dana Wiggins – Huntingtown High School
Taylor Jackson – Patuxent High School
Oluwaseyi  Kintunde – Patuxent High School

2017 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
 Aiyonna White  – Northern High School
Cierra Morsell – Northern High School
Nia Adams – Northern High School
Nehemiah Stewart – Huntingtown High School
Kevin Wright – Northern High School
Sydney Slappy – Patuxent High School
Marcus Pratt Phelps – ACE High School
Sydney Houston – Patuxent High School
Alex Fletcher – Frederick Douglas High School
Zoe Walker – Huntingtown High School
Davaugh Reid – Huntingtown High School
Derrice Smith – Patuxent High School
Harleigh White– Huntingtown High School
Isaiah Ridley–Calvert High School
Marquise Bodley – Calvert High School
Brenae Mcleish – Calvert High School
Kalaya Hodges – Calvert High School

Lauren Cunningham – Northern High School
Trinity Parker – Patuxent High School
Alexis Adams –Northern High School
Dia Brown – Huntingtown High School
Ananda Claggett – Northern High School
Imani Watson – Calvert High School
Kevin Creek – Northern High School
Quenterrius Mason – Huntingtown High School

2018 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
 Tiffany Jackson – Northern High School
Anna Kelly – Calvert High School
Taylor Jackson –  Northern High School
Jalaysia Weems –  Calvert High School
Tarah Carter – Calvert High School
Dorien Minor –  Calvert High School
Jaeden White  – St. Mary’s Ryken High School
Cedric Hawkins – Huntingtown High School
Grantley Bourne – Huntingtown High School
Destiny Dillon  – Calvert High School
Kayla Williams –  Calvert High School
Angela Arnold –  Huntingtown High School
Samirah Brown –  Northern High School
Trinity James –  Northern High School
Nehemiah Stewart –  Huntingtown High School
Aiyonna White –  Northern High School
Mikayla Salazar –  Calvert High School
Nia Adams –  Northern High School
Lauren Cunningham –  Northern High School
Joseph Berry Jr. –  Calvert High School
Kayla Bush –  Calvert High School
Alexys Adams  – Northern High School
Kenadi Wilkerson –  Huntingtown High School
Kennady Ford  – Calvert High School
LaVonne Alston –  Northern High School
Brandon Hooker –  Calvert High School
Robin Freeland –  Huntingtown High School
Rache Cogborn –  Calvert High School

2019 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Dezmon Estep –  Patuxent High School
Justin Holland –  Northern High School
Herbert Carrington IV – Thomas Stone  

High School
Alexis Hill –  Huntingtown High School
Anita Pope –  Calvert High School
Amari Weems –  Patuxent High School
Michaela Bell –  Calvert High School
Desmond Creek –  Calvert High School
Kendall Dent –  Northern High School
Jalaysia Weems –  Calvert High School
Sierra Butler –  Huntingtown High School
Michaela Hawkins – Northern High School
Danielle Frye –  Huntingtown High School

Kennady Ford –  Calvert High School
James Cogborn  – Calvert High School
Cedric Hawkins  – Huntingtown High School
Maleah Smith – Huntingtown High School
Marcquan Fenwick-Davis – Calvert High School
Lauren Cunningham  – Northern High School
Trayonna Hutchins – Huntingtown High School
Imani Watson –  Calvert High School
Joshua Janey – Calvert High School
Kierra Stevens –  Northern High School
Janae Ackerman –  Northern High School
Lamar Keith  – St. Mary’s Ryken High School
Joseph Berry III – Calvert High School
Dorien Minor – Calvert High School
Jocelyn Berry – Calvert High School
Journey Davis – Northern High School
Daezha Kirk – Northern High School
Destiny Dillon – Calvert High School
Nyshia Hickson – Dr. Henry Wise Jr. High School
Jasmine Holland – Northern High School
Matthew D’Haiti – Westlake High School
Akilah McLean – Calvert High School
Melvin Davis – Calvert High School
Joseph Bannister – Huntingtown High School
Jalen Bembry – Patuxent High School
McKenzie Eller – Calvert High School
Christopher Evans – Northern High School
Elysia Cooper – Patuxent High School
Arrington Gutrick – Calvert High School

2020 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Cedrick Hawkins – Huntingtown High School
Shannon Wiggins  – Huntingtown  High School
Dia Brown – Huntingtown High School
Camryne Free – Calvert High School
Chandler E. Bell – North Point High School
Jeanelle Ford – Calvert High School
Coerra Hutchins – Huntingtown High School
Julyssa Simms – Calvert High School
Kayla Mac – Patuxent High School
Lamine Fofana – Northwood High School
Jeanette Ford – Calvert High School
Arrington Gutrick – Calvert High School
Joshua Stubbs – Indian River High School
Jabril Robinson – Northern High School
Robert Hollins – North Point High School
Justin Evans – Northern High School
Selena Balanta – Ryken High School
Tiffany Taylor – Northern High School
Tarah Carter  – Calvert High School
Dorian Tonic – Calvert High School
Jasmine Holland – Huntingtown High School
Alexis Hill  – Huntingtown High School
Charity Smith – Northern High School

LEAP Forward, Inc. 
Past Scholarship Recipients 



Our Book, “From Whence We Came College Survival Toolkit” was published in 
2017.  It includes a compilation of advice from 31 former college students.  Specific 
messages areas shared includes the following: embrace the Ivy League experience, 
transferring may enter your thoughts, use study groups, prepare for homesickness, 
do not abuse your unsupervised freedom, always be yourself, keep God first, 
friendships will gravitate to you, where there is a will, practice good work ethics, 
have no fear, and do not doubt.  High school students may contact us for a free copy.

7777

9 780692 909560

51200>
ISBN 978-0-692-90956-0

$12.00

FROM WHENCE WE CAME—COLLEGE SURVIVAL TOOLKIT

Education Matters—BE SMART 

SMART
Smart is the art of knowing what to do and what to say

Motivation to learn—something new everyday
As problems do appear, being able to cope

Realizing without fear, that there is always hope
To Conceive, Believe, and Achieve!

Nathaniel D. Clayton, Poet

SMART
Self-Pride
Makes Me
Always Academically
READY
To Be ALL I Can BE

Rhonda Thomas

If you want to listen to the voices of our next generation leaders, then this toolkit is meant for you!”

Dorien Minor, Calvert High School – Graduating Senior 2018

LEAP Forward, Inc. 
Past Scholarship Recipients 

202O SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS (cont.)
Jaiden Ruffin  – Huntingtown High School
Bryce Howard – Northern High School
James Cogborn – Calvert High School
Aiyonna White – Northern High School
Zoe Walker – Huntingtown High School
Michaela Hawkins  – Northern High School
Ashanti Ford  – Calvert High School
Dorien Minor – Calvert High School
Kendall Andrews – Charles Herbert Flowers  
     High School
Kourtney Goldring – Huntingtown High School
Tia Jackson – Northern High School
Lauren Murphy – Northern High School
Tania Frederick-Allen – North Point High School
Dezmon Estep – Patuxent High  School
Justin Holland – Huntingtown High School
Herbert Carrington IV – Thomas Stone High School
Nusaybah Williams – Al-Qalam Academy

2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Gavin Gross
Dorien Minor
Tarah Carter
Janae Ackerman
Lauratu Bah
Destiny Johnson
Malachi White
Dia Brown
Imani Tookes
Grace Henderson
Tayla Mann
Alexis Hill
Dataya Resenois

Tiara Nicole Baker
Sophia Goins
Alina Creek
Callie Walker
Jeanelle Ford
Jaron Scott
Arrington Gutrick
MacKenzie Nicolas
Ciarra Grady
Laiya Saunders
Mackenzie Dixon
Tracey Montilus
Jamari Morgan

Jaiden Mosley
Kara Lawson
Dezmon Estep
Nusaybah Williams
Tania Frederick-Allen
Cedric Hawkins
Imani Roberts
Chandler Bell
Serenity Jackson
Egypt Butler
Leslie Wiafe
Keniya Rogers



78



79



80



81



82



83

Thank you Families 

44
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LEAP FORWARD INC. DONORS and SUPPORTERS (2020–2021) — THANK YOU!

ADF Community Outreach Foundation						    
Air Force Office of Scientific Research (AFOSCR)					   
Alfred Street Baptist Church						    
All Saints Parish						    
Almous Harrod						    
Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA) Sorority Inc. (Omega Pi Omega Chapter)			 
Ant						    
American Endowment Foundation - JMA Solutions LLC				  
Andrea Banks						    
Angela Dance						    
Anne M. Desir						    
Annestan Boyd						    
Annette Johnson						    
Andrella Kenner						    
Antonio Ferguson						    
Apple						    
Archie & Sondra Gorman						    
April Austin						    
Arlene Brooks						    
Ava J. Morton						    
Banneker-Douglas Museum Foundation, Inc					   
Barbara Jean Gross 						   
Barbara Smith						    
Baron Dill	
Beatrice Simpson-Brown					   
Bernice Austin						    
Beryle & John Hall 						    
Brandy Tookes						    
Brothers Johnson						    
Caira Cartwright						    
Calvert County Minority Business Alliance Inc					   
Carl & Marqurite Thomas						    
Carlene Adams 						    
Carlene M. Harrod						    
Carroll Western United Methodist Church					   
Cassandra Okwumabua						    
Community Bank of the Chesapeake						    
Calvert County Minority Business Alliance					   
Calvert County Government						    
Cedar Point Federal Credit Union						    
Charles Lee, Jr.						    
Clifton Jr. & Selena Morsell						    
Ci2 Aviation Inc.						    
CMT Services, Inc.						    
Combined Federal Campaign Donors						    
Conrad White						    
Courtney Dudley-Thomas 						    
Cynthia Thorne Carter						    
Damian Weems								      
Dana Jones								      
Darlene Harrod						    
Dawn & Richard Collins 						    
Dawn M Brooks						    
Dawn Ray						   
Dawn Tucker						    
Dean M. Jones						    
Debra & Dale Jones								     
Deltricia Boyd						    

Delta Sigma Theta  Sorority Inc. (PoTENtial ‘10” Pearls)				  
Department of Community Resources						    
Dennis & Linda Wallace						    
Dennis Desmond						    
Derek Fulford						    
Desiree & Ronald Stamps							     
Detris Pickeral 									       
Dillard Menchan						    
Dorien Minor						    
Doreen & Rodney Jones						    
Doris Durrett 								      
Dorothy & Amando Gomes						    
Dorothy Randolph Menchan & Dillard Menchan						    
Down Home Cuisine Catering						    
Dr. Decatur Rogers						    
Earlene & Leonard Green						    
Eric Gross Jr.						    
Estate of Iris Anne Harris						    
Estella Willett						    
Essex Drafting Services						    
Farnetta Baker						    
Faye Adams 						    
Frank S. Taylor 						    
Felisa Hawkins Lee						    
Friends of LEAP Forward						    
Gail Patterson						    
George Davis						    
George Rory Harrod						   
Gloria Parker										        
Gralen Young						    
Greg Joyner						    
Gregory Woods						    
Gwendolyn Adams						    
Hamilton & Lula Parran 						    
Harry Harrod & Goldie Harrod										       
Jack L. Sewell										        
Jacqueline H. Gilmore						    
Jeffery Hobbs						    
Janae Moore						    
Jerrell Jones						    
J.W. Irons Construction Company						    
Jessica Brooks						    
Joanne C. Benson						    
Jocelyn Berry						    
Joseph & Pamela  Berry 						    
Joseph Berry III						    
John Dixon						    
Joseph Parran						    
Judith Plater						    
Julia Oyewo						    
Juliette Harris									       
Kaamilah Morsell Hopewell										        
Keshia Capers						    
Kelsey Edwards						    
Kelvin Offer						    
Kendra Edwards						    
Kevin G. Henson						    
Kevin Wilkerson and Tonya Parran Wilkerson						    
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LEAP FORWARD INC. DONORS and SUPPORTERS (2020–2021) — THANK YOU!

Kimberly Thomas						    
Kyle Hutzler						    
Lacetta Bowman						    
Ladies Enterprise Inc						    
Larry Gross						    
LaShana Young										        
Lebowitz & Mzhen LLC						    
Legacy Pressure Washing									       
Letitia Peters									       
Linda L. Wallace						    
Linwood Harrod						    
Lisa Johnson	
Lisa Williams						    
Louvenia Banks						    
Lowell Cade						    
Mae Morsell						    
Mallory & Associates						    
Maria Williams										        
Marion D. Brooks										        
Marseta Adams Dill						    
Marvin G. Harris						    
Maria B. Williams						    
Mary Ann Bell						    
Mary Bannerman 						    
Maurice Irvine						    
McKinley M. Hayes										        
Melanie Boston 						    
Melanie Myers						    
Michael Torbert						    
Michelle Brooks						    
Michelle Perry						    
Minority Caucus MD State Education Asscociation											        
Monroe W. Henson 						   
Morsell Adams										        
Naleshia Spencer						    
Natalie Ogletree						    
Nathan Lovett						    
Network for Good						    
Nicole Randall						    
Nina Harris						    
Norma Olney						    
NSBE											         
Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc. (Lambda Gamma Gamma Chapter)						    
Oreal Morsell											         
Oreta Watkins						    
ParkerSimms Management Solutions LLC						    
Patrice Jenkins						    
Patricia Camp											         
Paul Owens 											         
Paula Reid 										        
Phyllis Lester										        
Plum Point United Methodist Church						    
PNC Financial Group						    
PNC Bank						   
Quiana Shaw						    
Rachel Hicks						    

Ralph Sr. & Eleanora Parran									       
Ralph Randall						    
Rantessa Anderson						    
Rebecca Bamberger						   
Regina Howard						    
Rhonda Saunders						    
Rhonda Thomas						    
Riddicia Mackall						    
Rita McNair						    
Roberta Berry						    
Rosalie Gross						    
S. Gadkari						    
Sage Services Group						    
Sam Wilson						    
Samantha L. Parran									      
Sandra Jones						    
Sandy Parran						    
Sewell Funeral Home								      
Sharlyn Briscoe						    
Sheila Harris						    
Dr. Sheila Moore						    
Shirley Knight						    
Smart Ride Inc						    
SMECO						    
Shoemaker Insurance and Financial Services Inc.						    
Steven Plater						    
Tammie Owens						    
Tammy Fowler						    
Tammy Jones									       
The Patuxent Partnership, Inc.						   
Trayonna Hutchins									       
Theresa & Vaugh Thomas Sr.						    
Thomas Sr. & Delores Hicks						    
Timothy Sr & Dale Morsell 						    
Todd Harrod						    
Todd Jackson						    
Toni Smith 						    
Tony Hill						    
Toronda Jones Hickson						    
Tracey Jones						    
Triana Carter						    
Tronta Gantt 						    
VaShaun Keith Brooks						    
Vanessa Williams						    
Velma Mack						    
Victoria Lodge #71 F&AM						    
Waverly Parker						    
Wilhemina Greene						    
Wilma Smith						    
Wilson Ennis III						    
Wilson Ennis JR.						    
Xeria Harrod Thomas						    
Yamilee Dambreville						   
Yvette Selby-Mohamadu						    
Yvonne Wills						    
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 Destined “4” Success – Thriving in Difficult Times

“Thank you for the goodie bags! We really appreciate them and everything that is in them is great and 
will be very helpful for our upcoming year! I want to say thank you to each and every one of you for 

making these past four years easier and guiding us along our way. It felt amazing to get so much 
guidance and advice through this group. I know that if I ever need anything, I can reach out to you all. 

Thank you so much for everything you have helped us with through high school.  
I will definitely make sure to keep in touch!”  

— Destined4Success President Dataya 

During our 2020-2021 season, Destined4Success transitioned to a virtual 
environment but not without challenges. The entire school season 
presented many challenges and yet we thrived in difficult times. Willing 
and available, our Advisors continued to mentor the Girls at Calvert High 
School and held exciting and information packed sessions that included:  

Who Am I?  
Resume Writing 
Essay Writing 

Interviewing Skills 
Personal SWOT Analysis  

SMART Goals  
Black Excellence  

How are you doing? Rap Session 
Scholarship 101 Workshop  

Vaping  

Congratulations to the Destined4Success High School Graduates 
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Art and History Display

LEAP Forward, Inc. is pleased to announce that we are the proud recipients of a grant from the Maryland 
Heritage Areas Authority to help continue to expose youth and the community to the rich history of African 

Americans through our Black History and Art Exhibit.  Through the grant, new exhibit pieces have been 
purchased. They include 50 new posters highlighting notables such as Katherine Johnson, James Baldwin, 

Misty Copeland, and Hatshepsut.  In addition, five Southern Maryland notables are featured.  

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were not able to display our wonderful exhibit at our local schools or at all 
events as we had planned.  However, Community Day at Jefferson Patterson Park was supported in June 2021. 
Look for us in in your community in the Fall 2021 and February 2022. We have so much knowledge to share, 

and we are grateful for the opportunity to do so.  
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Newton’s Laws of Motion
Rocket Engine Thrust
Bernoulli’s Principle

Levers
Simple Machines

STEAM Foundations

Balloon Rocket
Building Rollercoasters

Building Catapults
Exploring Wind Energy

Geological Agriculture (GeoAg)

Hands-on Activities

FIRST LEGO League
MATHCOUNTS
MATHVIDEO

TRY-MATH-A-LON.

Learning 
Through 

Competitions

NASA Goddard Space 
Flight Center

Double Z Cowboy 
Corral Farm

Virtual Field 
Trips

Tiffany N. Davis, Aerospace 
Engineer and  Rocket Scientist

Richard Campbell, Founder of 
Geological Agriculture (GeoAg)

Dr. Rachel Cezar-Martinez, 
Veterinarian

Greg Gilbert

Speaker Series

Financial Literacy and 
Investing

Leadership Principles 

Expanding Our 
Knowledge

Understanding 
Our History

Monthly Black 
History Presentations  

Virtual College Fairs
College Preparation Workshop

Scholarship Workshop

Preparing for the Future

“Go for it. The world is 
waiting for you.”

Dr. Marian Croak, 
Technological Innovator
Seizing Opportunities 

C.A.S.H. (Creative And Striving Hard to Succeed) NSBE Jr. 
2020-2021  

Taking Flight with STEAM 
(Science Technology Engineering Art Mathematics)

President 
Iyan Tookes

Vice President
Tori Jackson

Vice President for Operations  
Gavin Goldring

Vice President for Programs
Ah’Jah Matthew

Secretary
Taylor Webster

Treasurer
Tyler Bailey 

Senator
Donald Cozart-Amos Jr.

2021-2022 
Officers

www.cashnsbejr.com
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Thank You 
Supporters, Organizations and  Businesses
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From Our Heart to Yours – Thank You!!!
Throughout our 20 years of service, there have been so many supporters, donors, volunteers, 

coaches, advisors, tutors willingly giving so that our youth could be served.  Thank you for all the 

youth served as we count it a privilege and an honor to provide hope and opportunity. 

Saying “thank you” sometimes seems inadequate considering all of the sacrifices made by all.  However, today, it 
is what we sincerely offer to each and every one of you.  Thank you program participants.  Thank you current and 
past donors and contributors.  Thank you for participating in the programs we offered.  Thank you for your help with 
our college tours.  Thank you for donating to our scholarships.  Thank you families who initiated scholarships and 
sponsored fundraisers.  Thank you for the reviews of sometimes 20+ applications.  Thank you first-time scholarship 
families, Moore, Smith, Killingham, Simms, and Rogers. Thank you past LEAP Forward recipients for paying it 
forward.  Thank you for supporting fundraisers.  Thank you for donating snacks and drinks during our youth events.  
Thank you for all of our tutors who poured into the lives of our youth.  Thank you for donating educational materials 
and serving meals.  Thank you for driving vans and taking us safely to events.  Thank you for donating computers 
to our lab.  Thank you for upgrading our computers and providing IT services.  Thank you for transporting and 
helping us set up our Black History exhibit in the wee hours of the morning.  Thank you for serving as volunteers, 
engaging students as they learn about our rich culture and history.  Thank you for sticking around all day or 
returning to help us break down and prepare for the next school.  Thank you for preparing gifts to share.  Thank 
you for preparing engineering exhibits and sharing your knowledge about technical career options.  Thank you for 
presenting interesting workshops.  Thank you for serving as NSBE Jr. awesome competition team coaches.  Thank 
you awesome CASH NSBE Jr. and Destined4Success Advisors.  Thank you for sharing your knowledge with our 
Math Counts, Math Video, Ten80, Tri-Math-A-Lon, Ten80, Future City, Kid Wind, and FIRST Lego teams.  Thank you 
youth for your attentiveness.  Thank you for serving as leaders.  Thank you for all speakers and presenters.  Thank 
you chaperones.  Thank you for investing in all required travel.  Thank you for participating in conferences.  Thank 
you for encouraging your youth to participate in our programs and for taking advantage of opportunities.  Thank 
you for completing surveys.  Thank you to every corporation, small business, and organization that has supported 
us through the years.  Thank you for making us aware of grants and funding options.  Thank you everyone for 
advertising in our 2021 publication. Thank you for sending extra funding just because.  Thank you for all our first-
time donors.  Thank you for meeting space.  Thank you for participating in the Combined Federal Campaign and our 
GoFundMe campaign.  Thank you for the LEAP poem.  Thank you for our faithful supporters who support us year 
after year. Thank you writers, editors, graphic designers, and others who have served us well.  Thank you for the 
2021 sponsorships:  ADF Community Outreach Foundation, PNC Bank, and Essex Drafting Services.  Thank you 
UAW-GM for our first corporate donation, and thank you Toyota for our first grant.  Thank you for every organization 
that selected us selected us as awards recipients.  Thank you for corporations that provided in-kind donations.  
Thank you AFOSCR, Best Buy, Walmart, Calvert County Commissioners, ParkerSimms Management Solutions, 
SMECO, Dominion Foundation, and Apple for grant opportunities.  Thank you for every organization partnership.  
Thank you to all the schools for hosting our programs. Thank you for every church that opened their doors to us.  
Thank you for our Board members, past and current who offer their time, talents, and treasures.  Thank you for loving 
our youth as if they were your own.  Thank you for realizing that it takes a village.  Thank you family and friends for 
being there when you were needed most. .Thank you for saying a prayer for us and for sending encouraging words.  
Thank you for those we may have missed.  Thank you God for your wisdom, guidance, and for being our source and 
bringing resources.  Thank you for always providing a “ram in the bush.  Thank you, God, for 20 years of service.
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LEAP Forward Inc. is 
GRATEFUL

to be a Recipient of the 
Alfred Street Baptist Church

Tithe – the – Tithe Initiative

“I believe that the Black Church has an opportunity and 
the obligation to reach into segments of our
community that are always overlooked by the 
government.” Pastor Rev. Dr. Howard John Wesley

Acts 20:35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind 
of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words 
the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’ 

2 Corinthians 9:8   God can bless you with 
everything you need, and you will always 
have more than enough to do all kinds of 
good things for others. 

Alfred Street Baptist Church 
(since 1803) 
301 South Alfred Street 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314
www.alfredstreet.org

Thank You!
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The impact of your work is most evident in the lives you touch. Thank 
you for helping them make the most of their talents, every day.

©2021 The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc. All rights reserved. PNC Bank, National Association. Member FDIC

CON PDF 0618-0106

Thanks for 
bringing 
students another 
step closer to 
their goals.

pnc.com

94
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ADF
Community

Outreach
Foundation

Together 
We Can Make A 

Difference

ADF Community Outreach Foundation Inc. is pleased 
to support LEAP Forward on its 20th Anniversary and 
your work in the community.

Our Mission - Providing many charities and families in 
the Tri-County Maryland area with much needed 
funds to help support their causes and needs.

Congratulations 
2021 Scholarship 
Recipients!

29770 Three Notch Road, Charlotte Hall, MD 20622 | 301-884-8889 | 240-249-3007 | https://adfcofinc.com/
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Online and Mobile Banking

Bill Pay

Roadside Assistance

Cell Phone Protection

Personal Identity Theft

Payment Card Fraud 
Resolution

Buyer’s Protection and 
Extended Warranty

Local discounts right on your 
phone, right where you are

Community has its perks. 
Enjoy a checking account that bene� ts you. Some of the bene� ts that come with a 

Community Perks* checking account are: 

Grocery 
shopping

Oil 
changes

Dinner 
tonight

Perscriptions

*Community Perks vary based on account.  
Insurance products are: NOT A DEPOSIT. NOT FDIC-INSURED. NOT INSURED BY ANY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY. 
NOT GUARANTEED BY THE BANK
Cell phone protection are subject to additional terms and conditions.  Please refer to the actual policies for terms, 
conditions, and exclusions of coverage. 

888-745-2265 • cbtc.com

Get the perks you deserve! 
Visit cbtc.com to open an account online or visit your local branch.
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GIRL POWER

See US in YOU!

WOMEN OF COLOR EARN THE SMALLEST 
SHARE OF STEM DEGREES.  In 2017–
2018, women of color earned a small 
percentage (14.1%) of bachelor’s 
degrees across all STEM fields. 
Black women: 2.9%.  Few science and 
engineering employees in the United 
States were women of color (11.5%) in 
2017. Black women: 2.5%. 
Source: National Science Foundation, 2019.

LEAP Forward Inc. 
has been a blessing 
for the past 20 years 
to the community. 
Thank you for all 
of your hard work 
and achievements! 
God bless you with 
another 20+ years! 
Congratulations and 
I believe in your 
mission!  
-Letitia

Letitia | Rutgers University
Electrical Engineering

Pamela | University of Florida 
 Industrial & Systems Engineering

Rhonda | Tennessee State University 
Electrical Engineering

97
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“You can’t borrow your way out of 
debt.”   

“You can live a long time in this 
business if you stay within the rules.”   

“Kill yourself, but don’t scratch the 
airplane!” 

- Cecil Ryan Words of Wisdom 

 

 

J.W. IRONS CONSTRUCTION 
 

HONORS 
Cecil McArthur Ryan, A Prominent Tuskegee Airman 

 
  
 

295 Heath Way, Fayetteville, GA. 30214 
(770) 460-5514 

 

Cecil Ryan was employed by the government to train 
the Tuskegee airmen who went on to constitute the 
famous fighting units known as the 99th Pursuit 
Squadron and the 32nd fighter group. Ryan instructed 
such aviation notables as Daniel “Chappie” James, 
George S. Roberts and Benjamin O. Davis, Jr., all of 
whom distinguished themselves as military pilots. In 
the 1940’s, Cecil Ryan directed the successful 
Aeronautical and Industrial Technology Program at 
Tennessee Agricultural & Industrial State College. Ryan 
used his experience to expand aviation education and 
training at HBCUs among the Negro population. He was 
the department Head at Tennessee State University’s 
Aviation Education Program and Air Force Reserve 
Officer Training Corp. For more than 30 years, Cecil 
Ryan produced excellent pilots, both commercial and 
military. He was a friend and much like a father to his 
students. 

 

1917-1986 

Congratulations LEAP Forward, Inc. 
on your 20th Anniversary! 
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Jack D. Lebowitz
www.marylandinjurylawyer.net

Congratulations LEAP Forward, Inc. 
on your 20th Anniversary 

Best Wishes for the Next 20 Years 
and Beyond!!
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2nd District
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Bernice, Melanie, Doris, Margie, Garcia, Ann, Rhonda, Juanita, Courtney, Sharon
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LEAP FORWARD – WISHING YOU A BRIGHT FUTURE…  

Gwen Adams – honoring my beautiful nieces  

AAhhlliiaa  MMoooonnee  
CCllaassss  ooff  22002211  ––  BBrriiddggeewwaatteerr  CCoolllleeggee  

  
TTaajjaahh  MMccMMiillllaann  

CCllaassss  ooff  22002211  ––  VViirrggiinniiaa  SSttaattee  UUnniivveerrssiittyy 
 



104

56

 

MARYLAND'S UPDATED HATE CRIME LAW  
Enacted October 1, 2020: HB917/SB606  

2nd Lieutenant Richard Collins, III's Law
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Celebrates LEAP Forward, Inc. 20th Anniversary 

and Congratulates the 

2021 Scholarship Recipients 

NSBE Jr. C.A.S.H. Chapter 

Destined “4” Success Mentoring Group 

 

 

I Know that I AM because THEY WERE…Gone but Not Forgotten, We Miss You 

          Violet Parker and Elizabeth Simms                   Grace Parker and Violet Parker 

                                   
 

ParkerSimms Management Solutions, LLC 

President and CEO, Rhonda Thomas, PMP 

Project Management ¨̈Acquisition Support ¨̈Systems Engineering 
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Saving,  
Made Simple

SMECO.coop/
AccountManager

The amount of energy you use changes from 
day to day based on the weather and your 
household activities.

Use SMECO’s online Account Manager.

• Track energy use 

• Get savings tips
• Forecast your bill
• Make payments, and more 

With weekly email updates and high  
  bill alerts, you can avoid surprises  
   and  take steps to save. 
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CEDAR POINT
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Your future starts now.

YOU CAN BE A MEMBER!
Cedar Point Federal Credit Union is organized to serve people who live, work, 

worship, go to school and do business in St. Mary’s, Calvert and Charles counties.

CEDAR POINTFEDERAL CREDIT UNION

SAVINGS  
& CHECKING

ONLINE
SERVICES

AUTO
LOANS

CREDIT
CARDS

MOBILE
ACCESS

55,000+ 
ATMS

Federally Insured by NCUA

www.cpfcu.com | 301-863-7071

Take us with you  
to college with our  
state-of-the-art 
mobile app.
Use our budgeting 
tools, make online 
transfers, check your 
credit score and more!
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ALL SAINTS 
     

  

    The Rev. Ken Phelps, Jr.                                         Rector 
    The Rev. Lisa Siciliano                          Regional Deacon 
 
 

     
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 

LEAP FORWARD, INC. 
 

For 20 years of amazing service to the 
youth of Calvert County 

 

         
 
 
Historic All Saints Parish is located at the intersection of Rt. 

4 and Rt. 2 in Sunderland, MD. 
           Contact us at: allsaints1692@allsaints1692.org 
           Visit our Website: www.allsaints1692.org   

                        And Look for Us on   

 
 
Peace be with you. 
 
Welcome to All Saints, with the emphasis 
on ALL. 
 
For over three and a quarter centuries 
people have gathered in this faith 
community to be nourished by God’s love 
and have gone forth to share that love with 
neighbors, both near and far. Ours is a rich 
history – filled with both light and darkness 
– yet, like all disciples of Christ, we 
celebrate those moments of grace and 
service, while acknowledging our failures 
and the on-going calling to be agents of 
reconciliation;  repairers of what has been 
broken and restorers of beloved 
community. 
 
Our appreciation of the past turns our eyes 
to the future. And to be faithful to the heart 
and mind of Christ and to the greater 
community we are called to serve, we 
acknowledge the need to continually 
rediscover, redefine and revision who we 
are as disciples of Jesus, and what that 
means for all of us in this specific time and 
place.  
 
In that spirit, we want to invite you to join 
us in this journey of faith.   
 
Our worship ranges from the traditional 
Episcopal rites to those gatherings that 
defy description. Our spiritual formation 
programs serve all ages and requires only 
that you bring an open mind. We give over 
25 percent of our budget to projects as 
close to home as Project ECHO and 
recently, as far away as Puerto Rico.  
 
It’s a fair start, but in all things, we are 
really only just at the beginning of what we 
are called to do, and we look passionately 
to the challenge of becoming all that God 
intends for us to be. 
 
Which means we might just be going your 
way. 
 
We do nat have ll the answers, but we do 
not fear the questions.  And, we will always 
be here for you in the name of the One 
who has revealed to us the very heart of 
God. 
 
 
 
Rev. Ken Phelps, Jr. 
Rector 
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       Carroll Western United Methodist Church 

Congratulates and Honors 

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward) Inc. 

On their 20th Anniversary and Service to Our Community 

 

 

                             

Carroll Western United Methodist Church 

Pastor Roland Barnes and First Lady Shelia Barnes 

2325 Adelina Road 

Prince Frederick, MD 20678 

Phone 410.535.2210 Facebook: Carroll-Western United Methodist Church 

May God Continue to Bless the Work He has Given Your Hands to Do Psalms 90:17 

Thank You for Honoring the Memories of our Members 

Raymond Harris Violet Parker  
and Gladys Henson 

 

Grace Parker 

Pamela Offer 

Charles Lee Sr. and Carol Lee 

We are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses Hebrew 12:1 
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SPECIALIZING IN THESE SERVICES: 

-HOUSE WASHING 

-ROOF WASHING 

-DECKS, FENCES, SIDEWALKS AND DRIVEWAYS 

CALL OR TEXT (443) 646-3541 FOR FREE ESTIMATES 

  https://m.facebook.com/legacypressurewash/services 
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      Calvert County Minority Business Alliance

CCMBA Value Added for your Business
MARKET  •  TRAIN  •   NETWORK  •  ADVOCATE  •  EDUCATE

www.ccmba.org

Congratulations to Leap Forward, Inc. on 
20 Years of  Service

 

 

 

 

Congratulations LEAP Forward on your 20th Anniversary  

and to the   

2021 Scholarship Recipients 

Dedicated to the Memory of Grace Parker 

Dedicated to all Scholars pursuing Law, In Memory of Phyllis B. Kramer, ESQ 

Annette Johnson, CEO 
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The Patuxent Partnership (TPP) is a non-profit member organization that fosters collaboration between 
government, industry, and academia to advance education through STEM-based initiatives; to advance 
technology through speaker programs, forums, and networking; to advance science and technology transfer 
through the exchange of ideas, information, and data related to technologies; and to increase workforce 
development through an array of initiatives. 
WWe support STEM activities such as STEM-ING, the Maryland Junior Science & Humanities Symposium, 
Tech Jobs Rule, and we offer a FULL Two year scholarship to CSM Pathways to Engineering. See our 
STEM-Link website for STEM news.
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Protection for  
your pride and joy

For the family you’d do 
anything for, life insurance 
could mean everything. I can 
help you find easy, affordable 
ways to protect their future. 
Call me today.

Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed 
in MA, NY or WI)
State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company 
(Licensed in NY and WI)
Bloomington, IL

2001571

Shoemaker Ins and Fin Svcs Inc
Wayne Shoemaker, Agent
205 Steeple Chase Dr.
Prince Frederick, MD  20678
Bus: 410-535-0434
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Our Closing Selection “WWee’’vvee  CCoommee  TThhiiss  FFaarr  BByy  FFaaiitthh””
We’ve come this far by faith,

Leaning on the Lord.
Trusting in his Holy Word.

He’s never failed us yet.
Oh, oh- oh- can’t turn around,
We’ve come this far by faith.

Don’t be discouraged with troubles in your life.
He’ll bear your burdens

And move all discord and strife

Oh! We’ve come this far by faith,
Leaning on the Lord.

Trusting in his Holy Word.
He’s never failed us yet.

Oh, oh- oh- can’t turn around,
We’ve come this far by faith.

Just remember the good things He has done.
Things that seemed impossible.

Oh, praise Him for the vict’ries He has won.
He has won!

We’ve come this far by faith,
Leaning on the Lord.

Trusting in his Holy Word.
He’s never failed us yet.

Oh, oh- oh- can’t turn around,
We’ve come this far by faith.

Just the other day I heard a man say,
He didn’t believe in God’s Word.

But I can truly say the Lord will make a way.
Because He, He’s never failed me yet.

We’ve come this far by faith,
Leaning on the Lord.

Trusting in his Holy Word.
He’s never failed us yet.

Oh, oh- oh- can’t turn around,
We’ve come this far by faith.

Writer:  Albert A. Goodson

2 Corinthians 5:7 For We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight       

One hand reaching for another, 
each grabbing hold of the other. 

The mind is a magnificent machine,
when inspired to reach for its dreams. 

Hope dwells within the stars, 
aligned and sparkling brightly above.

Determined, mustering the will to achieve, 
what my eyes can't see my heart still believes.

Moving forward into the great unknown, 
unbound, my thoughts are free to roam.

My potential limitless, stretching beyond the sky; 
given wings I aspire to fly.

Empowered by the knowledge others have shared. 
The paths they carved and the gifts they bared.

With my eyes opened wide, I drift toward what I see, 
the bright light of the future awaiting me.

Propelled by preparation I have promises to keep,
the hope of generations residing within me.

I inhale the crisp air of success, breathing deep,
then prepare to take the forward leap.

TTiimmiidd MMaasssseess 

Timid Masses, The People's Poet   
www.timidmasses.com
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Celebrating Our Scholarship Program, National Society of Black Engineers (NSBE) Jr. 
and Destined4Success

“Beyond Education – Thriving In Diffi cult Times”
                  

2021 Commemorative Anniversary Program

ENCOURAGING YOUTH TO LEARN, EXCEL, 
ACHIEVE, PERFORM, EXPLORE AND RISE

LEAP FORWARD INC.2021

PRESENTING FAMILY SCHOLARSHIPS
in Memory of 

Wallace LEEPER, Dorothy Mae SMITH, Elizabeth SIMMS,
Marilyn Preston KILLINGHAM, Vivian ROGERS,

Michael MOORE, Earl THORNE, Raymond HARRIS, 
Clifton MORSELL/Randolph ADAMS, Violet PARKER, 

Hamilton and Alice PARRAN, Gloria Mae GROSS, 
Gladys HENSON, Lawrence MYERS, Iris HARRIS, 

George and Geneva Green HARROD, Wilson ENNIS, Sr., 
Billy FINCH, Blanche FINCH, Nannie Pearl Taylor CADE, 

Evelyn IRVINE, Grace PARKER, Pamela OFFER, 
MacArthur JONES, Ruth REID, Fernande PERSONNA, 

THOMAS Family and Carrie Bertha JONES – 
In Celebration of Clyde JONES. 

Also presenting the VICTORIA LODGE #71 Scholarship.

JULY 26, 2021

Thank you for your support!Thank you for your support!

GoFundMe link is https://www.gofundme.com/f/scholarships-4-our-youth 

LEAP Forward is a non‐profit corporation qualified as a 501 (c )3 organization under the IRS Code.  
As such, all donations are 100% Tax Deductible in accordance with federal law.   

Thank YOU 

How to Reach Us? 
Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc. 

LEAP Forward, Inc. 

P.O. Box 373 

Prince Frederick, MD 20678 

Email: leapforwardinc@yahoo.com  Phone: 301.509.3872 

Facebook: leapforwardinc2016 

Twitter: @leapforwardleap    Instagram:  #leapforward2  

Website: www.leapforwardinc.org  

National Society of Black Engineers Jr Chapter ‐ Creative and Striving Hard to Succeed 

Website: http://www.cashnsbejr.com

Facebook: Calvert County NSBE Jr CASH 
Email: Cash_nsbejr@yahoo.com 

Destined4Success 
Email: D4successadvisor@gmail.com 

Reach out to a Board member: Rhonda Thomas, Conrad White, Wilson Ennis, Timothy Morsell,  Jessica Brooks, 

Michelle Brooks, Trayonna Hutchins, Riddicia Mackall, Jerrell Jones, Joseph Berry III, Keshia Capers, 

Triana Carter, and Darlene Harrod. (Mrs. Peggy Leeper, Honorary Board Member)  

How to Give? 
www.leapforwardinc.org and  leapforwardinc@yahoo.com—Paypal Donation 

CashApp: $leap4ward 

Federal Employees Combined Federal Campaign  CFC#91127—Show Your Love 

Amazonsmile—smile.amazon.com/ch/52‐2169397 

By Check to LEAP Forward Inc. and Mail to P.O. Box above 

Support our Fundraisers 




