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One hand reaching for another, 
each grabbing hold of the other. 

The mind is a magnificent machine, 
when inspired to reach for its dreams. 

Hope dwells within the stars, 
aligned and sparkling brightly above. 

Determined, mustering the will to achieve, 
what my eyes can't see my heart still believes.

Moving forward into the great unknown, 
unbound, my thoughts are free to roam.

My potential limitless, stretching beyond the sky; 
given wings I aspire to fly.

Empowered by the knowledge others have shared. 
The paths they carved and the gifts they bared. 

With my eyes opened wide, I drift toward what I see, 
the bright light of the future awaiting me.

Propelled by preparation I have promises to keep, 
the hope of generations residing within me.

I inhale the crisp air of success, breathing deep, 
then prepare to take the forward leap.

TTiimmiidd  MMaasssseess  

Timid Masses, The People's Poet    
www.timidmasses.com

We are family 
I got all my sisters (and brothers) with me 
We are family

Get up everybody and sing
Get up everybody and sing
Everyone can see we’re together 
As we walk on by 
(And) and we fly just like birds of a feather

I won’t tell no lie
all of the people around us they say 
Can they be that close 
Just let me state for the record 
We’re giving love in a family dose

We are family (hey, y’all) 
I got all my sisters (and brothers) with me 
We are family 
Get up everybody and sing (sing it to me)

Living life is fun and we’ve just begun 
To get our share of this world’s delights 
(High) high hopes we have for the future 
And our goal’s in sight
no, we don’t get depressed
 
Here’s what we call our golden rule 
Have faith in you and the things you do 
You won’t go wrong, oh no
 
This is our family jewel
We are family (hey, sing it to me) 
I got all my sisters (and brothers) with me 
We are family (oh, I can hear you now) 
Get up everybody and sing

Songwriters: Bernard Edwards / 
Nile Gregory Rodgers / Kuro

We Are Family – Sisters Sledge (1979)



January 26, 2022 

Dear Families, Scholars, Friends, Donors, Sponsors, Supporters, and Volunteers 

To God be ALL the Glory for the Great Things He has Done! 

This is always an exciting time for us. As LEAP Forward marks 21 years of service to our youth, it’s been a 
challenging year but yet a rewarding year. First of all, THANK YOU.  Thank you to ALL of you who supported us 
and made this day possible.  

We are certainly grateful to all the families and organizations that sponsor Memorial Scholarships. Four new 
scholarships, Gail Patterson (2022) and Russell Costley (2023), Glenda Bell Boyd (2023) and Bertram Bell (2023) 
Memorial Scholarships were added to our family.  

We are pleased to announce that 48 scholarships have been awarded for a total of $65,480!  This would not be possible 
without the generosity of so many.  The minimum scholarship award is $1000 this season.  Of the 48 scholarship 
recipients, 22 students will be attending Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and 26 are majoring in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) and Healthcare curriculums. We are proud of their 
accomplishments to date and you will be too as you read the scholars’ highlights. 

We are truly appreciative of Alfred Street Baptist Church, who awarded LEAP Forward a Tithe-the-Tithe grant in 
2021.  This grant enabled us to provide additional scholarship funds to 18 college students.  How wonderful to be a part 
of movement that truly believes, it is “more blessed to Give than to receive.” LEAP Forward is grateful. 

Even in the midst of the COVID pandemic, we were able to maintain our programming.  Black History Month was 
busy, as we provided cultural awareness signage to several local schools (Calvert High, Calvert Middle, Northern High, 
and Thomas Stone High).  Our Black History exhibit was also displayed at Calvert County Baptist Church and we had 
an exhibit at the NAACP 2022 Juneteenth event with a tribute to local Heroes and Sheroes. 

Our STEM programming continued as an American Rescue Grant made it possible for us to obtain Personal Protection 
Equipment (PPE) and transition our programs to a safer environment.  Our Destined4Success mentoring program also 
thrived as we continued to inspire and encourage. 

LEAP Forward’s fundraising campaign was a great success.  We thank ALL of you who signed up to be SPONSORS 
AT ALL LEVELS!  It truly takes a village and when we needed you, you came through.    All funds raised will benefit 
the students we serve.  As you explore our 2022 program booklet, you will see those benefits.  Finally, to our scholars, 
sacrifices have been made to invest in your success, so make us proud.   

Thank you ALL, 

Rhonda 

LEAP Forward Founder and President 

In Memory of Wallace Leeper and Grace and Violet Parker on whose shoulders I stand. 
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Who Are We
Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward 

(LEAP Forward, Inc.)

Our Vision
To influence a generation of  underrepresented youth who 
accept the challenge to become academically prepared to 
enter chosen careers by becoming the problem solvers and 
productive leaders who address the needs of  all humanity.

Our Mission
To help prepare underrepresented and underprivileged 

students for their future.  

Our Goals
To serve youth from diverse ethnic backgrounds, providing 
them a comprehensive awareness of  STEM career options, in 
particular, but other career options as well, and informational 
seminars; field trips; personal mentoring; social and cultural 
enrichment activities; and educational support services that 
foster positive self-esteem and academic excellence.

Our Core Values
Excellence   ♥   Dedication   ♥   Commitment 

Our Start
In the late 90s, we quietly observed youth in Calvert County, MD, 
and recognized a need to expose our youth to more.  We noticed 
that youth were not going to college and most were content with 
graduating high school and seeking low-
paying career jobs in the local community.  
Not that this was a bad option, but we saw 
so much potential. To make matters worse, 
drug activity was on the rise as well as teenage 
pregnancies. Our youth needed to be exposed 
to more. During this period, the NAACP 
CRISIS magazine began to address academic 
achievement gaps. The statistics were dismal. 

It was the fire that drove us and gave us marching orders to 
help our youth. 

Compelled to be change agents, others were asked to join the 
journey and start serving.  We wanted to share information about 
our journey and introduce youth to technical career options.  We 
served 4 years before we obtained our nonprofit status.  As Founder, 
Rhonda Thomas solicited support from Wilhemina Greene, and 
the Bylaws and Articles of  Incorporation were established.  Service 
included providing personal funds and transportation and loading 
up the car for a road trip to visit college campuses.  Services also 
included developing an exhibit that highlighted Engineering career 
options, paying for college exam and admission fees, providing 
exam prep materials, informal tutoring and an occasional social 
outing.  All of  this occurred to help prepare underrepresented 
students for a better future.

Twenty (21) years is a blessing, but it hasn’t been easy.  Everyone 
doesn’t share our passion, and having the time to give back is 
always an issue.  We are thankful to God for always sending us 
a “ram in the bush.” Just in time and just enough to let us know 
that we are providing a valuable service, and that we are making 
a difference.

Our Servants
It’s really good to have friends.  Board members were solicited 
from fellow graduates of  Tennessee State University (TSU) and 
Pax-Tenn program participants.  Our initial Board included 
Engineering Professionals: Rhonda Thomas, Wilhemina 
Greene*, Conrad White, Wilson Ennis, Maurice Irvine*, 
Timothy Morsell, Robert Fenwick* and Burdette Wills*.  Our 
Honorary Board Member is the widow of  Mr. Wallace Leeper, 
Mrs. Peggy Leeper.  *Terms ended.

In 2020, our Board membership grew!  We are extremely 
grateful to the past benefactors of  our educational services 
for paying it forward.  Current Board Members include: 
Rhonda Thomas, Founder and President, a TSU Electrical 
Engineering graduate; Trayonna Hutchins, former scholar-
ship recipient, current Vice President, a University of  
Maryland, College Park Cum Laude Theater graduate; 
Conrad White, current Secretary, Consultant, a TSU 
Electrical Engineering graduate; Riddicia Mackall, a Howard 
University Accounting graduate, CPA and Treasurer; Wilson 
Ennis, Consultant, a TSU Electrical Engineering graduate; 
Timothy Morsell, Consultant, a TSU Technical Aeronautics 
graduate; Jerrell Jones, former scholarship recipient, Student 
Outreach, a North Carolina A&T University Mechanical 
Engineering graduate; Joseph Berry III, former scholarship 
recipient, Coastal Carolina University Information Science; 
Triana Carter, former scholarship recipient, Black History 
Outreach, a Savannah College of  Art and Design graduate; 
Riddicia Mackall, Destined4Success, Finance, a Howard 
University Accounting graduate; Keshia Capers, Grants 
Management, a Hampton University Chemical Engineering 
graduate; Michelle Brooks, Scholarships, a Morgan State 
University Business Administration graduate; Jessica Brooks, 
Scholarships and Videography, a Morgan State University 
Business Administration graduate; Darlene Harrod, Special 
Projects, a former Federal Government Project Officer; 
Kimberly Thomas, Consultant, Human Resource Specialist, 
a Bowie State University graduate; and Honorary Board 
member, Mrs. Peggy Leeper. 
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In accordance with our 2022 theme, “The Time is Now: Triumphing to Success”, 
We were blessed with these words in our devotional book.  It is so appropriate for this 
season and we pray you are blessed by the following message also.

Victory in Battle
The battle is the Lord’s – I Samuel 17:47

“Whatever battle you face today, take hold of the truth that God can lead you to victory. 
You may go through times of failure. Life may not always turn out the way you planned. But 
ultimately God will be gloried, and you will be blessed as you trust Him.

Every challenge you face presents an opportunity for God to display His wisdom, power, 
faithfulness, and love to you.  So instead of yielding to thoughts of fear or failure, make a 
commitment to trust Him.  How do you do so? First, recall past victories – all the times He’s 
helped you in the past in the past. Second, search your heart to make sure everything is 
right with God. Third, make the conscious effort to reject discouragement and strengthen 
yourself with His truth.  Fourth, recognize the real nature of the battle, which is 
spiritual.  Fifth, respond to the challenge with a positive confession of your faith in the 
Lord. Finally, rely on God's power for SUCCESS.

Once you’ve spent time with the Lord and know that it’s His will for you to enter the battle, 
you can count on the victory.  You can face any circumstance with confidence and hope 
because it is God’s strength, wisdom, and power that will ultimately lead you to TRIUMPH.

Prayer: Jesus, this battle belongs to You, and I know You will TRIUMPH!  Amen.”

Source:  God’s Purpose for Your Life 365 Devotions by Charles F. Stanley  (Devotion June 30)
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VIRTUAL SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM
July 26, 2022

Greetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  Vice President Trayonna Hutchins

Prayer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              Pastor Dana Jones, Mt. Olive UM Church

Remarks  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         President Rhonda Thomas

Program Representatives 

Detined 4 Success . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                Ms. Kendyl Linaea Hawkins

NSBE Jr. CASH . . . . . . . . . .          President Tori Jackson and Vice President Taylor Webster

Introduction of  Guest Speaker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Mr. Kevin Henson

Guest Speaker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Ms. Debbie Sledge
(Sister Sledge Musical Group)

Scholarship Family Representative . . . . . . .      Mr. Wilson Ennis III

Scholarship Recipient . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 Mr. Dezmon Estep

Entertainment (Selections)

Taylor Jackson – Past Scholarship Recipient

Debbie Sledge – Sister Sledge

Baba Ras D – Drummer

Presentation of  2022 Scholars

Acknowledgement of  Sponsors  Debbie Sledge

Checkout the video at http://www.youtube.com 
LEAP Forward, Inc. (https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCbmGOe3or3kiF4ctujqkklg)
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Journey With Us ...
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Journey With Us ...
Black History Exhibit – 2022 Cultural Enrichment

During Black History Month, LEAP Forward provided Black History exhibits to Calvert High School, Calvert Middle School, 
Thomas Stone High School and Northern High School.  Additionally, we presented a local Heroes exhibit at the Calvert 
County NAACP Juneteenth Event.  Black History Flash Cards and Black History Shoebox Lunch Boxes were provided.  
Amazing responses received from students and staff.  A community exhibit was also staged at Calvert County Baptist 
Church in Prince Frederick, MD. LEAP Forward Inc. 2022 exhibits were made possible by the Maryland Heritage Areas 
Authority grant.

Calvert Middle
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Journey With Us ...
Calvert High
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Journey With Us ...
Northern High
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Journey With Us ...
Thomas Stone High



African American History Exhibit Feedback
Thomas Stone and Northern High Schools

So, What Did You Think?
• Awesome
• Inspiring
• Cool3
• 10/10 #BLM
• It made me glad that I’m Black
• I was chillin
• Really cool
• It was interesting to see all of their

accomplishment!
• Feels like I’m seen, thank you
• Loved learning about people in our

history
• Beautiful
• So cool!!
• Would love to see this again next year!
• So informative learned lots!!
• I’m glad that we are educating others

in Black History
• Amazing
• Yay
• Follow me on instagram@jaaylyes

#BLM
• It was chillin. I learned something new

about Claudette Colvin
• So educational!
• BLM
• Awesome display! Thanks for

information people about our history!
• Love how people get to see our

culture
• It was interesting
• It was great
• Interesting and I like how it goes back

to the years of 100+
• Very cool. Very informational
• It was lots of fun!!
• Cool experience
• It was good and informational
• An experience for a lifetime
• Love learning about black history.

Learned a lot!
• I really like the exhibit it showed me

new people that have done good in the
world

• I learned a lot and loved the display
• I loved seeing history that is not often

shared. Thanks for the awesome
presentation

• Interesting!
• Relaxing experience
• Very cool
• Good and educational
• Nice
• Loved learning about those people and

their bravery

• Great experience
• Really fun to do
• Really fun!
• It was fun. It was a break from class

work
• Really informative
• I had a great experience learning more

about African history
• I had a great time learning about my

ancestors
• Interesting & unique
• 10/10 display
• I like it. It was a good experience for

the African American history and I
learned from it

• Definitely a learning experience
• It was pretty interesting and

meaningful
• A great educational experience for my

history
• I love the magazine stand
• How everything is organized and

detailed
• That a lot of people I’ve heard of

before
• Well executed
• Got to learn a lot about those things

that made an impact
• Very fun and informational
• The amount of people I learned today
• I like the exhibit. I know some of the

people here.
• Enjoyed it. Learned a lot of stuff and

new people
• Very informative
• I love the Moors
• Really progressive
• Lovely
• It was very eye opening1
• how important Black people have

been to society
• Very informative goats
• Very diverse
• I liked how empowering it was
• It was fun to do
• Very informative and refreshing
• Fun
• Entertaining
• Fascinating
• It was very good and educational
• Interesting
• I love how the portraits give us

information about African Americans
• My students came back with some

great questions!

• Very informative
• It was very informative
• Got out of class
• Educational and interesting
• Great job
• I think it was really good, I learned a

lot
• I’ve learned about someone I never

knew about
• Loved it
• I think it was pretty fund
• This has taught me many things about

people I never known
• So informative & interactive!
• I like it
• I learned a lot from this
• I learned about people in the black

history movement
• The more you learn about history the

more you’ll respect where you are
• Follow me on IG @55txrr.hai
• Interesting and a learning experience
• I found that I found a lot of people

who birth is close to mine.
• I like it
• Even for a history teacher I learned a

lot!
• It was cool to see people from BCE
• It was very unique
• It was alright
• I learned about people in the black

history movement
• I learned a lot and got to get info
• It was good
• I think this display was insightful!

Though some information was either
absent or missing, it was still very well
put together

• It’s ok
• Cool
• A lot of interesting information
• I like how you all never forget your

history
• Very unique and entertaining
• It was ok
• It was very unique
• Very nice
• It was nice
• Very interesting and logical, set up

was nice
• My students absolutely loved walking

around and learning about important
African Americans
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Tribute to Local Heroes and Sheroes
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Journey With Us ...
NSBE Jr CASH – STEM Activities
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Journey With Us ...
NSBE Jr CASH – STEM Activities
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Journey With Us ...
Destined4Success

Destined4Success (D4S) is our girls mentoring program at Calvert High. We continued to thrive even with COVID limitations. 
Workshops continued with outstanding sessions on Self Love, Keys to your Success, The Power of Girls, Six Selfies of 
Success, and the Dangers of Opioids.  The girls spread a lot of “Black Love” during Black History Month.  Every week an 
informational Black History video such as “Our Beautiful Black Hair”,  was broadcast throughout  the school.  D4S was also 
the major sponsor for the LEAP Forward, cultural Awareness Program where 50 outstanding Black Achievers were displayed 
during an outdoor exhibit.  D4S successful Double Good popcorn fundraiser helped us to purchase new gear! D4S seniors 
were celebrated and highlighted in a closing luncheon  as students head to Drexel, Duke and Bowie Universities.
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Destined4 Success
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2022 Scholarship Recipients 
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2022 IRIS ANNE HARRIS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Cedrick Hawkins 
Bowie State University 
Elementary Education 

To me, being a Teacher is more 
than lesson plans or giving out 
homework and tests; it’s about 
being a  leader to children. I want 
to make a difference in a child’s 
life. In 2022, I  received the 

Outstanding Academic Achievement Award from the Bowie 
Black Male Educators and Leaders Alliance.

Carla Matthews 
Northern High School 
Bowie State University 
Early Childhood Education / 
Business Management 

I would like to pursue better 
opportunities through becoming 
an Educator or opening a day care 
center in Calvert County. 

2022 VICTORIA LODGE F&AM, P.H.A. #71 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Victor Oliver 
Calvert High School 
Bowie State University 
Computer Science 

My entire life I was taught to know 
my true worth and live up to my 
destiny, even though it may be 
hard for a young African American 

boy like me. However, I have always looked down on giving 
up, and if I try to do something I will succeed in doing it, 
because anything is possible if you try hard enough. 

2022 EVELYN V. IRVINE MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Christopher Davis 
Friends School of Baltimore 
Syracuse University 
Sociology and Broadcast 
Journalism 

I plan to work hard toward the 
career goal that I set for myself. 
The person who made this 
scholarship possible is someone 

who wants to help the next generation be successful with the 
high cost of college and I do not plan to disappoint that trust 
by wasting the opportunity. 

2022 MICHAEL J. MOORE MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Chandler E. Bell 
Morgan State University 
Architecture 

I have earnest goals to use the 
knowledge I gain from a degree in 
Architecture by making changes 
to public housing and creating an 
affordable living environment for 

our most impoverished citizens and communities. 

2022 ALICE AND HAMILTON PARRAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Essahe Barber 
Huntingtown High School 
Hampton University 
Business Administration 

Being able to use my voice to 
stand up for those around me is 
critical when I look at myself in the 
future. When faced with decisions 

of varying difficulties, I strive to demonstrate good character 
and do the right thing. 

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.
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2022 ALICE AND HAMILTON PARRAN 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Aryanna Ferguson
Calvert High School 
North Carolina A&T University 
Computer Science/
Cybersecurity 

My future goal is to become 
a Software or Cybersecurity 
Engineer after attending a four-

year college institution. College would enable me to learn 
additional skills and disciplines and become proficient in those 
skills in which I have learned. 

2022 RUTH NUTTER REID MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Micah Taylor 
Calvert High School
St. Mary’s College 
Music Education 

In college, I plan to study and 
major in Music Education. I aspire 
to be able to somehow pass on 
the joy that music and its pursuit 

brings me to others. Music and performance have both been 
a massive positive force in my life for years; and sharing its 
impact and influence for others like me would be a dream. 

2022 GLADYS HENSON MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Diamond Henson 
Stevenson University 
Fashion Design 

I am the first child to attend 
college. Since I was in the ninth 
grade I always wanted to attend 
Stevenson. It was my dream 
school. 

Daniella Mehlek-Dawveed 
Richard Montgomery High School
Duke University 
English

I plan to continue my community 
advocacy as I study English and 
Film. Earning this scholarship 

would mean that I could go to school and pursue a degree 
that would allow me to bring relief to kids in situations like 
mine. I could bring them entertainment that they could 
confide in when they feel low and could later inspire them to 
become active in extracurriculars the same way working in the 
community helped me. Soon this community would need me 
in the same way I needed them. 

2022 BILL & BLANCHE FINCH MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Kyla Henson 
Henry E. Lackey High School
University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County 
Nursing

My future goal is to become 
Neonatal Nurse Practitioner. I 
am excited about the field I have 
chosen as I love working with 
babies. 

Jazln Rush 
Thomas Stone High School 
Stevenson University 
Nursing

Outside of school I have had a 
hard life and I know that you are 
most likely going to hear this from 
a lot of other candidates but, the 

difference between me and them is that I don’t let my hard 
times determine my life. The goal that is most important to me 
right now is going to college so that I can get my Bachelor’s 
degree in Nursing. 

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.
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Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.
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2022 VIOLET PARKER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Imani Tookes 
Howard University 
Biology

I want to become an 
Epidemiologist and work for 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO) or National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) to become a global 

epidemiologist to ensure that communities that are more 
prone to getting these chronic diseases are finding solutions 
to reduce the number of dwindling communities. 

2022 CLIFTON MORSELL & RANDOLPH ADAMS 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Destiny Lewis
Northern High School 
Bowie State University 
Chemistry (Pre-Med) 

I have chosen to study Chemistry 
in the Pre-Med route because I 
believe God’s purpose for me in 
life is to serve others, by health 

service. Along with my passion to become a Cardiologist, I 
want to join the Doctors without Borders organization in the 
pursuit of bringing medicine to countries. 

Sekai Manley
Huntingtown High School 
Hampton University
Chemistry 

My goal is to become a Scientist 
who addresses unique issues in 
the health and beauty industry. 
I hope to have a research 
portfolio in the biochemistry and 

dermatology disciplines that contributes to the creation of 
healthy products for Women of Color.

2022 McARTHUR JONES MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Jaron Scott 
Hampton University 
Math Education 

��During my career I would like to 
share the importance of STEM 
education and develop programs to 
instill college readiness in students. 

2022 THOMAS FAMILY  
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Anita Pope 
Hampton University
Criminal Justice/Cyber 
Security 

My end goal is to become a Chief 
Information Security Officer of 
an organization to establish and 
maintain the enterprise’s vision.
. 

2022 GRACE PARKER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Najee Dyson
Chopticon High School
Full Sail University 
Game Design

My future goals include working in 
my dream career which is Game 
Design. 
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Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.

2022 GRACE PARKER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

LaNaiah Frieson 
Calvert High School
Duke University 
Psychology and Neuroscience 

I hope to use my education to 
launch myself into the 
Psychological field and bridge the 

gender and race related diagnoses gaps for Black girls with 
undiagnosed ADHD and ADD. 

Tracey Montilus
Towson University 
Political Science

I want to help strengthen the 
justice system. Being able to fight 
for people’s rights and help the 
citizens that have been failed by 
this country’s legal system is my 
number one goal. 

2022 VIVIAN ROGERS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Isaiah Emory Hunt
Landsdowne High School 
University of Tampa 
Pre-Med / Biology

I began to attend a medical camp 
each summer of my high school 
years to get a feel for what the 
field of medicine was like. I felt 

at home and extremely comfortable at those camps. I knew 
being a Doctor was what I was going to do. 

Michaela Whalen 
The Key School 
Salisbury University 
Computer Science 

Techie, theater kid, songbird, 
activist, social justice warrior are 
just a few terms that describe me. 
As a Quantum Computing Scholar, 
I have been exposed to cutting 
edge technology and the theories 
of developing next generation 
computing. 

2022 PAMELA OFFER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Arrington Gutrick 
Morgan State University
Social Work 

My future goal is to pursue a career 
as a Probation Officer. Everyone 
makes mistakes; everyone deserves 
a second chance. I want to be there 
to make them feel like they have 
someone who will listen and help. 

I want to see more kids get back on their feet and go on to do 
great things instead of kids continuously going in and out of jail. 

2022 EARL THORNE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENT 

Jeanelle Ford 
Bowie State University 
Business Analytics 

The SURI program gave me the 
chance to connect to hundreds 
of other students who have 
struggled tremendously through 
the pandemic but despite their 
adversities continued to work for 

their education. Having that enlightening experience drives me 
even more. 
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2022 GEORGE H. AND GENEVA GREEN HARROD 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Daezha Kirk 
Savannah College of Art and 
Design 
Interior Design

My career goal is to become a 
successful Interior Designer in a 
high-income area working for a 
business or corporation for my 

field of design. I want to help people create a place where they 
can feel comfortable, relaxed, organized, and at peace. 

Hannah Tucker 
University of Maryland – 
Global Campus
Communications

I always try to be a light of hope 
for people; to try and help them 
to leap forward through their 
struggles and their pain. 

Hayli Tucker 
University of Maryland – 
Global Campus
Communications

After college, I plan to be a Social 
Media Specialist. 

2022 CLYDE (APPRECIATION) AND CARRIE 
JONES (MEMORIAL) SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Juwan Brembry
Patuxent High School 
Towson University 
Information Systems: Business 

After undergraduate school, I plan 
to pursue a career with the Federal 
Government and earn a Master’s 
degree in Data Science. 

2022 GLORIA MAE GROSS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Dorien Minor 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
Earth and Atmospheric Science 

As I pursue my Graduate Degree 
in Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences, I plan to give back 
to my community in order to 
educate and provide insight into 

how science continually affects our lives. Later, my plan 
is to become the CEO of my own meteorology and STEM 
broadcast network, which aims to teach and expose students 
to the relevance of science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics within our society.

2022 LAWRENCE MYERS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Leslie Wiafe 
Morgan State University 
Nursing 

Although I love all subjects, 
science —specifically Biology 
and Anatomy —are my favorite. 
Learning the intricate functions of 
the human body intrigues me. 
With this being said, I aspire to be 
a Nurse Anesthetist 

2022 GAIL E. PATTERSON MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Destiny Stith 
Thomas Stone High School 
Towson University        
Nursing

My future goals are to go to 
college and be the first one in my 
family to graduate, with a PhD in 
Nursing.  As a Certified Registered 

Nurse, I want to be a Nurse  because I highly value the job and 
I aim to make a difference every day. 

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc.
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2022 ELIZABETH SIMMS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Taliyah Washington
Great Mills High School
Morgan State University 
Screenwriting & Animation

I wish to become a full-time 
Entrepreneur selling my art. 
Before I can jump straight into 

that, I will need to take classes to teach me about managing 
money. With this scholarship I can further my knowledge of 
business and art. 

2022 RAYMOND HARRIS MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Dymon Hines 
Northern High School 
Mount St. Mary’s University 
Psychology 

I would like to further my career 
in Law Enforcement. This is 
something I have always wanted 
to do since I was little girl because 

I have been fascinated with  understanding how the human 
brain works while committing crimes. 

Jayden Lindsey
Thomas Stone High School 
Loyola University of Maryland 
Computer Science 

My future career goals in life 
are to go to a four-year college 
to get a degree in Computer 

Programming and become a Game Designer. Going to college 
will give me the skills and job connections I need to be ready 
for the workforce. 

2022 DOROTHY MAE HURLEY SMITH 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Trinity Smallwood
Thomas Stone High School 
Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania
Baking & Pastry Arts/
Food & Beverage Industry 
Management

College will not only help me 
expand my knowledge in my field, 

but it will also allow me to network with other people and set 
my pathway to becoming a Pastry Chef. I believe everyone 
that has the desire to attend college should go regardless of 
financial setbacks or the self-doubt that may occur. 

2022 MARILYN PRESTON KILLINGHAM 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT 

Devin Winder 
Great Mills High School
Morgan State University 
English

I want to be able to change the 
narrative for my generation. 
Every day, I hear about another 
person my age being killed by 

gangs, drugs, or gun violence. This scholarship will be my 
success map. It will open many new areas of study in the 
English field for me to investigate. 

2022 WILSON ENNIS SR. MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Tania Frederick-Allen 
University of Maryland 
Eastern Shore 
Human Ecology 

I plan to graduate with a 
Bachelor’s in Human Ecology 
and work in a children’s hospital 
to help children with their diets. 
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2022 WILSON ENNIS SR. MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Tiara Nicole Baker 
Bowie State University 
Nursing 

I feel becoming a Nurse will honor 
my loved ones who passed; I want 
to make my family proud. I envision 
myself walking down the hospital 
corridor greeting my 
patients and colleagues. 

Nakiyah Brooks 
Great Mills High School
North Carolina A&T University 
Nursing

I have personal satisfaction in making 
sure others’ health is well maintained. 
Another goal is wanting to own a 

building dedicated to clinical practice for women’s health and 
create a birthing center for minorities in my community. 

Dezmon Estep 
North Carolina A&T University
Mechanical Engineering, 
Robotics Engineering 

My goal is to become an Embedded 
Systems Engineer and design VR/
Simulation software and hardware 

to aid in learning, stress, and overall success. I want my 
inventions to help people learn and gain the skills necessary to 
cope with situations like a death in the family, a close relative 
becoming terminally ill, or just the struggles of school and 
pursuing careers. 

Iyan Tookes
North Point High School
North Carolina A&T University 
Computer Engineering 

Did you know that today’s iPhone has 
more computing power than the Apollo 
11? While this can be perceived as just 

a fun fact, it also serves as a powerful analogy of how quick and 
effective we are to innovate on past technologies. I find extreme 
value in that. 

Nusaybah Williams
Bowie State University 
English 

I would like to reach a point of 
success in my life when I possess 
the ability to give back to my 
community, and to spend my time 

and resources on non-profit work and fighting to better public 
health services. 

2022 WALLACE LEEPER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Egypt Butler
University of Maryland College 
Park 
Computer Science 

I know I can inspire others to join the 
Computer Science field and break the 
stereotypical concepts that the world 
has generalized. 

Nickyi Green
Great Mills High School 
Stevenson University 
Business or Sports Management 

My perseverance has been important 
to my success. Even during the 
pandemic, when school seemed 
impossible, I managed to finish my 

work and retain a high GPA. It’s been a challenging four years, 
but I’ve managed to keep my focus on the end goal. 
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LEAP Forward receives 2021 Civic Award from  
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Incorporated Sigma Alpha Lambda Chapter

Board members Trayonna Hutchins and Triana Carter accepts the Award from President Rodney White.  
Thank you Henry Nicholes for the nomination!

2022 WALLACE LEEPER MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Jaylin Lawrence 
Great Mills High School
Catholic University of America 
Criminal Justice 

My long-term ambition is to become a 
Police Officer. I believe that my strong 
moral and passion for my community 
will make me an excellent cop. 

Tracia Price 
University of Maryland –  
Global Campus 
Psychology (Concentration: 
Mental Health) 

I am a full-time student and single 
parent. I am motivated by my 

love for learning and succeeding to become an outstanding 
and successful woman of color in today’s society, with the 
definitive goal of becoming a National Certified Peer Recovery 
Specialist. 

Rickhi Smith 
Great Mills High School
East Carolina University 
Computer Science 

I would love to go to school for 
Cybersecurity and Computer 
Science and a college education 
would help me become qualified 

for this job and reach my goals. I believe I deserve this 
scholarship because I’ve worked so hard trying to be my best 
self in and out of school. 

Princess Taylor 
Thomas Stone High School
College of Southern Maryland
Computer Science 

Acquiring a Bachelor’s degree in 
Computer Science would assist 
me in pursuing my dream career 

as a Software Engineer.  I also would like to have my own 
technology startup and create the next big Social Media App. 
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LEAP Forward, Inc. is named in memory of  
Mr. Wallace Lorenzo Leeper (Guidance Counselor Extraordinaire). 

Thank you Mr. Leeper for investing in the lives of so many.  
We stand on your shoulders.
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Honoring the  
Richness of Their Lives  

and Service
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First Year Scholarship Award 
2022
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At an early age, Gail E. Patterson fell in love with art, and at age 12 she 
started working as an Art Aide at a summer camp.  She continued her love 
for art by studying drawing, painting, and sculpture and was instrumental in 
completing large murals for her high school, Surratsville High in Clinton, 
Maryland.  After graduating high school, Gail continued her love of  art and 
took college classes, where she studied art and design at the University of  
Minnesota and the University of  Central Florida. 
 
Gail called many places home, Washington, D.C., Maryland, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, and Winter Park, Florida.  She had a passion for friends, family, 
and the Arts.  Throughout the years, Gail worked for various home builders 
throughout the Washington Metropolitan Area.  She also had a passion for 
politics and women’s rights.  She worked tirelessly at the Maryland State 
Capitol supporting various Maryland State politicians.   
 
Gail also participated in many local community service activities, including 
the Calvert County Democratic Women’s Club, the Calvert County Food 
Bank, and the Calvert County Nursing Center Auxiliary.  She loved trivia 
and competed in many trivia night competitions in the Calvert County area. 
 
She also loved lending a helping hand to LEAP Forward, Inc.  When asked 
to help package Historical lunch boxes for an exhibit at a local high school, 
she didn’t give it a second thought and worked diligently to prepare almost 
100 boxes.  Her service didn’t stop there because when she came to deliver 
in the wee hours of  the morning she stayed to help with the set up.  What’s 
remarkable is that at the next schools, she just showed up to help without 
even being asked.  Even in her illness, a text came expressing how happy she 
was to help the organization in the past  and her disappointment that she 
couldn’t any longer.  We are so grateful for her support and service.  
 
It is a great privilege that we administer this scholarship in the memory of  
Gail E. Patterson, a true warrior.  
 

Gail E. Patterson Scholarship 
(1951-2022)
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New Memorial Scholarship  
to be Awarded in

2023
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RUSSELL H. COSTLEY 
Memorial Scholarship
1940-2021

Russell Costley was born in Long Branch, New Jersey. After 
graduating from Long Branch High School, he continued his studies 
at Morgan College (now Morgan State University). Later studies at 
Rutgers, Bowie State, and the University of Maryland proved beneficial for 
his tireless work in Calvert County.

While in Calvert County, he served as a teacher, administrator, and worked in the guidance department during 
his tenure with the Calvert County Public School System.  Because of his passion for teaching, he along with his 
wife Gloria, would open their home to students throughout the years, providing guidance and a nurturing spirit.  
This action and various support of programs and initiatives in the school system helped make a positive impact 
for many youths in the county. 

In keeping with his life-long commitment to education, Russell was a charter member of Advocates for Student 
Scholastic Enrichment Team (A.S.S.E.T.), a group created to provide first generation college potentials and their 
parents with the information and tools needed to navigate high school and emerge college ready. 

Russell Costley received numerous awards, accolades, recognitions, and honors for his achievements in educa-
tion and service to the community.  While serving as President, Board of Trustees of the Calvert County Public 
Library System, he was blessed to see a new Calvert County Library building in Prince Frederick, Maryland. The 
street the library sits on bears his name.  He was also an active member of Christ Episcopal Church located in 
Port Republic, Maryland.

Russell spent his life serving two key institutions: Education and Church.  Those under his guidance became 
entrepreneurs, teachers, and leaders in the community.  Living by the motto “If I can help somebody as I pass 
along, then my living shall not be in vain,” Russell Costley was able to make a difference that will be felt for 
generations to come. 

LEAP Forward Inc. is especially appreciative of Mr. Costley’s foresight.  With his direction and suggestion, our 
very first scholarships in memory of Mr. Wallace Leeper were awarded in 1998. 
  
It is with great pleasure that LEAP Forward administers this scholarship in honor of a man who is most 
worthy to have his legacy continued by supporting those he held dear for many years.  
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
GLENDA LEE BELL BOYD  
    Memorial Scholarship

Glenda Lee Bell Boyd was born in Bad Hersfeld, Germany on January 21, 1960. At an early age Glenda Lee Bell 
Boyd accepted Jesus Christ in her life, as her personal Savior. To say she was outgoing would be an understatement.  She 
was very active in the Brownies, Girl Scouts, Ballet, Majorettes, Cheerleading, Choir and Track, just to name “a few things”. 
She attended Baltimore City school for a year and finished at Calvert High in Calvert County. She loved her friends 
unconditionally and treasured her high school experiences.

After graduation, she matriculated and continued her education at Bowie State University for 2 years, before joining the 
U.S. Air Force. Glenda was dedicated to serving her country. She completed basic training at Lackland AFB, in Texas and 
was stationed at Holloman Air Force Base, in New Mexico and Yokota Air Base, in Japan. During her time in Japan, I had 
the fortune of being able to visit my beloved daughter Glenda, and my beautiful grandson Rob, in 1984 in Yokota, Japan. 
The time spent will remain one of my most cherished and precious memories.

Glenda served diligently as an “Apprentice Inventory Management Specialist” and excelled at the rank of Airman First 
Class. Further proving how well her academic prowess served her. Glenda was always one to take advantage of all training 
opportunities.  ”. She was also very proud and appreciative at being listed in, “Who’s Who in America” publication for her 
many accomplishments, as well. She never took any of her accolades for granted.

Glenda’s service to the military is recognized at “The Women’s Memorial”, in Arlington, VA – “Women in Military Service 
for America”. 

My precious, dearest, most special daughter is truly my gift from God. She was a joy and a breath of fresh air to me, her 
father, her brothers, her extended family members, and her many friends. She was so full of love and always expressed how 
she felt to everyone she met. She never hesitated to say, “I love you” in every conversation. Glenda’s smile was contagious, 
and her laugh would brighten any room.  

As a very proud Mother, Glenda cherished her only son, Robert Earl Boyd, II, who was her pride and joy.  And I thank and 
praise God daily for allowing me to be blessed to be his second mother and raise him to be a respectable, kind young man.
Sweetheart, the only comfort I take in your absence, is knowing that you are in beautiful heaven and at peace. Please know 
that my love for you is endless, like the infinity circle.

Life can be so hard at times, but with God, you get through it by His strength and my desire is to share the joy of her life 
with others and to encourage others to pursue their military dreams. And it is with great pleasure, that I, Glenda’s mom 
along with her family, create this scholarship opportunity in her loving memory.    
  

Gratefully,
Mother Mary Ann Bell

LAUNCHING EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FORWARD is a not-for-profit 501 c3 organization whose mission is to encourage 
underrepresented students to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!
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BERTRAM PERNELL BELL   
    Memorial Scholarship

Bertram Pernell Bell was born on November 14, 1963 and at a very early age, he accepted Jesus Christ 
as his Savior. While in his 11th grade of school, Bertram made the decision to disenroll from high school and 
become a member of Job Corp. During his time in Job Corp, he thrived. He took pride in everything he did 
while enrolled with the organization. 

Bertram also took pride in his passion for cars. He would detail them so well he eventually established his own 
detailing business, in which he named, “Bell’s Prestige Touch”. He detailed RVs, boats, SUVs, motorcycles, and 
cars. And while vehicles and detailing were something he was committed to; his foremost devotion was to his 
family. He found joy in life from loving and providing for them and his many friends as well.

From the first moment I held my beloved son, Bertram Pernell Bell in my arms, and looked into his little 
trusting eyes, my life became more purposeful. As a mother of two other precious jewels at the time, God 
then blessed me with another precious gem, my son Bertram. Each time God blessed me with a child, I was 
endowed more and more with the kind of joy and happiness that not even all the riches of the world could 
compare to. And although each of my children were and are different, I still and always will love each of 
them with the same loving fervent that only a mother could give.  

My children know how proud I was of Bertram…Even until this day. He made me so happy and brought so 
much joy and happiness to my life. Bertram, Glenda, Jamie, Kevin, and Glen are my “five heartbeats”.  They 
continue to give eternal love and invaluable memories for all who know and love them to cherish in this 
lifetime and hereafter.

Bertram was a great dad and I thank God for all my precious grandchildren. They are a source of pride and 
joy. They bring so much sunshine into my life daily, much in the way their father did, and I am so grateful to 
God for all the wonderful memories I have left to cherish. 

I miss my son dearly and my love for him is like a circle that will never end. But I understand he is in a better 
place free of strife. He endured pain as a good soldier, and he always made the best of his situation with his 
incomparable smile, kindness, and determination. Now he is with Jesus, Glenda, his grandparents, his uncles, 
his aunts, and his cousins in Paradise. My spirit will always be connected to his spirit.  

I love you Bertram and it is with great honor that I establish this scholarship in your memory to create a 
legacy of giving to provide a helping hand to others who persevere despite challenges.  

Lovingly submitted by Mom (Ms. Lady…Smile!)

LAUNCHING EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FORWARD is a not-for-profit 501 c3 organization whose mission is to encourage 

underrepresented students to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!
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Current Scholarship Families & 
Organizations
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Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward), INC. is a not-for-profit 501C(3) organization  
whose mission is to encourage disadvantaged underrepresented students to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!

THOMAS FAMILY SCHOLARSHIP  

The Thomas Family Scholarship is in honor of our lineage past, 

present and future.  Our family history dates back to the 1800 with 

Lemuel and Mary Frances Hutchins Thomas raising their children 

in Calvert County, Maryland.

   

Lemuel and Mary raised their children to 

be anchored in the Lord and to be 

people of good moral character.  

As the generations have increased, 

we have had some ups and 

downs, as many families have 

experienced.  Through it all, 

the Thomas family has 

been steadfast in their 

faith.  To date our career 

paths covers all spectrums 

as we continue to be an integral 

influence in society and in our communities.

We represent family and community. This will be our first year 

awarding a scholarship to a Calvert County resident that is a 

college sophomore or junior attending a Historically Black College 

and University (HBCU).  Our main focus is education and giving 

back in support of Calvert County students.  It is our great pride 

and humble honor to support the Leap Forward organization.

May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our ancestors; may he 

never leave us nor forsake us.

— 1Kings 8:57

    Like 
   branches
  on a tree,
 we all grow 

in different 
directions,
but our roots 

 keep us all 

  together.
Family

    Like 
   branches
  on a tree,
 we all grow 
in different 
directions,
but our roots 
 keep us all 
  together.

Family
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             is with great pleasure that LEAP Forward Inc. presents this scholarship 
in memory of BLANCHE FINCH.  As a native of Greenville, South Carolina, she was 
overjoyed to have a close-knit family.  She knew how important family ties were and 
she valued her family her entire life.  Family was everything to her.  She left an imprint 
that will mold her legacy for years for come.

After graduating from Sterling High School, she moved to Washington DC and attended 
Freedmen’s Hospital School of Nursing.  Freedmen Hospital, the predecessor to 
Howard University Hospital, was established during the Civil War to address the needs 
of thousands of African Americans who poured into the city seeking freedom. 

She was a very skilled operating room nurse who worked at hospitals throughout the 
Washington Metropolitan area.  She soared in her career.  It is understandable why she 
choose nursing.  Blanche had a heart of compassion and was the nicest person you 
could ever meet.  

Blanche was very active with the Washington DC Chapter of the National Black Nurses 
Association and helped to provide scholarships for under-served students planning to 
study nursing.

Blanche along with her husband, Bill has supported LEAP Forward for numerous years.  
It is with great pleasure that we continue to keep her commitment to our youth through 
this scholarship named in her honor for nursing students.

Her family joins in the celebration of this great honor to establish the Blanche Finch 
Memorial Scholarship.  Thank you for keeping her memory alive with the gift of “giving”.   

BLANCHE NEWTON FINCH 

Memorial Scholarship

Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward (LEAP Forward), INC. is a not-for-profit 501C(3) organization  
whose mission is to encourage disadvantaged underrepresented students to Learn, Excel, Achieve, Perform, Explore and Rise!

It
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“It’s better to be prepared and not go, then to go, and not be prepared.”  This 
was the motto by which Earl S. Thorne did his job and lived his life.  He also 
tried to impart this theory on the many youth he encountered in his 36-year 
career as an educator in the Calvert County Public Schools.

Doing his job meant more than just going to work.  As a classroom teacher, he 
most enjoyed teaching children with challenges, and took great pride in seeing 
them as active adults.    As a principal, he encouraged and supported his staff in 
any endeavor that he felt would be beneficial for the children. He tried to attend 
any activity in which his school was represented.

His tenacity and enthusiasm for education were also evident in his involvement 
in social and community activities.  He was a member of the Red Cross, 
Knights of Columbus, St. John Vianney Parish Council, Calvert Memorial 
Hospital Board of Directors, and appointed to the Calvert County Planning 
and Zoning Commission, Calvert County Citizens Advisory Board and several 
other organizations.  He was also very dedicated, involved, and proud of 
the accomplishments of the Calvert Sandettes and Strutters, a community 
majorette, color corps and marching band group.

In later years, he made sure his children and grandchildren were prepared for 
whatever they felt they wanted to do in life.  Part of being prepared was that one 
should always do his/her best at whatever he /she tried.

In an effort to continue his theory of being prepared and to do your best, we 
are proud to offer The Earl S. Thorne Memorial Scholarship to a deserving 
returning college student.
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1998 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Kristen A. Taylor – Calvert High School
Johnny Coates – Northern High School
Gordon Taylor III – Calvert High School

1999 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Terrell Ennis – Northern High School
Joanita Gross – Calvert High School
Danielle Johnson – Northern High School
Brandon King – Northern High School

2000 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Lynette Johnson – Calvert High School

2001 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Rebecca Fields – Calvert High School
Tiffany Gray – Patuxent High School
Larry Mackall – Patuxent High School
Patrick Robinson – Calvert High School
Kirby Spence – Great Mills High School

2002 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Leeann Nicole Bryant – Calvert High School
Shalonda Hope Chew – Calvert High School
William J. Colbert Jr. – Northern High School
Ralph Gray, Jr. – Calvert High School
Stacy Goldring – Patuxent High School
Chante R. Jones – Calvert High School
 
2003 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Vasmin Natascha Edwards – Calvert High School
De’Maris Renee’ Hannon – Calvert High School
Tiffany Shanae Norman – Lackey High School
Shionta Wyquita Pumphrey – Calvert High School

2004 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Jessica Brooks – Calvert High School
Candeia Holland – Calvert High School
Alexis Howard – Fairfax Baptist Temple Academy
Quindara King – Great Mills High School
Charise Watts – Calvert High School

2005 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Raymond Abad – Great Mills High School
Montell Rothwell – Patuxent High School
Justin Stepney – Calvert High School
Tiffany Caldwell – Great Mills High School
Ebony Charmaine Williams – Cardozo High School

2006 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Tashrya A. Jones – Calvert High School
Dominique Reid – School Without Walls
Terrance M. Hall-Sutton – Calvert High School
Shoron Waul – Calvert High School
Nicole C. Greenfield – Calvert High School

2007 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Kendra A. Edwards – Patuxent High School
Jermaine Mason – Calvert High School
Gerard Steven  Muschette – Calvert High School
Courtney A. Sutton – Calvert High School

2008 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Dynika Gross – Huntingtown High School
Jhalita Holland – Calvert High School
Ashley Jerre Jones – Calvert High School
LaQuita Jones – Calvert High School
Ashley Nicole Lindsey – Great Mills High School
Eugene Plater III – Huntingtown High School
Quonte Stewart – Calvert High School

2009 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Michelle Brooks – Calvert High School
Jo’nel Roxanne Barnes – Calvert High School
Jasmin Nicole Brown – Calvert High School
Kelsey Edwards – Patuxent High School
Michael Ellison – Baltimore Polytechnic Institute
Jameela Hendricks – Baltimore Polytechnic 

Institute
Nalynn Y. Holland – Huntingtown High School  
Ameellah S. Isley – Calvert High School
Jay Little Jr. – Baltimore Polytechnic Institute

2010 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Jasmine Adams – Northern High School 
Kyle Hutzler – Huntingtown High School
Sharnice Long – Calvert High School
Devin Harrington – Baltimore Polytechnic Institute
Anitra Brooks – Calvert High School
Caira Cartwright – Home Schooled
Keiva Cole – Baltimore Polytechnic Institute
Monica Dureja – Northern High School
Shaunice Fenwick – Great Mills High School
Dai Quan Garner – Calvert High School
Breanna Harrod – Patuxent High School
Marcus Holland-Combs – Huntingtown  

High School
Ashley Madariaga – Northern High School
Crystal Trice – Calvert High School

2011 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Kelsey Edwards – Patuxent High School
Riddicia Mackall – Huntingtown High School 
Jordan Wilson – Northern High School
Sonya Crane – Northern High School 
Tiffany Toye – Calvert High School 
Jared Adam  – Huntingtown High School 
Tyler Austin – Patuxent High School 
Turquoise Biscoe – Calvert High School 
Daneya Boyd – Patuxent High School 
Tierra Cooke – Calvert High School 

Randl Dent – Northern High School 
Shameka Harvey – Calvert High School 
Pierce Jordan – Huntingtown High School 
Travon Long – Calvert High School 
Latara Swann – Calvert High School 
Malik Tonkins – Northern High School 
Dashawn Torney – Huntingtown High School  
Ranesse Tyler –Calvert High School 
Briana Wilkerson – Huntingtown High School 

2012 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Darius Jones – Patuxent High School 
Riddicia Mackall –Huntingtown High School
Shakira Chapman – Calvert High School 
Lachelle Stewart – Calvert High School 
Torez Cooke –- Calvert High School 
Michael Greene –- Baltimore Polytechnic Institute 
Brittany Brown –- Huntingtown High School 
Tonique Butler –- Calvert High School 
Markeisha Creek –- Calvert High School 
Sylvester Phillips –- Calvert High School 
Jalen Scalyes –- Calvert High School 

2013 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
Brittany Brown – Huntingtown High School 
Karrah Findley – Calvert High School 
Kortina Moore – Patuxent High School 
Symphony Love – Patuxent High School 
Raneese Tyler – Calvert High School
Torez Cooke – Calvert High School
Danielle Deville – Patuxent High School 
Erik Haskell II – Patuxent High School 
Keisha Capers – Calvert High School 
Matthew Doxie – Patuxent High School 
Eric Gross –- Patuxent High School 
Malaysia Johnson – Calvert High School 
Kaitlyn Torney – Patuxent High School 

2014 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Juwan Hawkins – Huntingtown High School
Martese Johnson – Patuxent High School
A’Miya Williams – Patuxent High School
Dillon Longo – Calvert High School
Reika Haskell – Northern High School
Malik Washington – Patuxent High School
Eric Gross – Patuxent High School
Kadesha Mitchell – Calvert High School
Anthony Jefferson – Calvert High School
Beth Mead – Patuxent High School
Kevin Jackson Jr. – Patuxent High School
Simone Nicholes – Calvert High School
Jabrena Milburn – Chopticon High School
Iysha Dent – Northern High School
Trinity Mitchell – Huntingtown High School
Kayla Bush – Calvert High School

LEAP Forward, Inc. 
Past Scholarship Recipients 
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2015 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Sydney Buckmire – Calvert High School
Breona Buck– Calvert High School
Ryan Adams – Northern High School
Joseph Berry III – Calvert High School
Shala Thomas – Northern High School
Monae Mackall –  Calvert High School
Joshua Bell – Calvert High School
Autumn James – Huntingtown High School
Chardee Gross – Huntingtown High School
Karissa Fenwick – Patuxent High School
Brianna Mason – Calvert High School
Madison Tonic – Calvert High School
Kailyn Hutchins – Calvert High School
Raesha Estep – Calvert High School

2016 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Jamal Holtz – Friendship Collegiate Academy
Aniya El-Wahhabi – Patuxent High School
Jerrell Jones – Northern High School
Jonathan Parks – Northern High School
Andre Jones – Calvert High School
Ryan Briggs – Northern High School
Dominique Jenkins – Patuxent High School
Chardenae Butler – Patuxent High School
Sha Niesha Johnson – Calvert High School 
Trayonna Hutchins – Huntingtown High School
Jordyn Taylor – Huntingtown High School
Jaquan Kelley – Patuxent High School
Wilbur Robinson – Calvert High School
Cedric Fowler – Calvert High School
Isaiah Lewis – Annapolis High School
Dana Wiggins – Huntingtown High School
Taylor Jackson – Patuxent High School
Oluwaseyi  Kintunde – Patuxent High School

2017 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
 Aiyonna White  – Northern High School
Cierra Morsell – Northern High School
Nia Adams – Northern High School
Nehemiah Stewart – Huntingtown High School
Kevin Wright – Northern High School
Sydney Slappy – Patuxent High School
Marcus Pratt Phelps – ACE High School
Sydney Houston – Patuxent High School
Alex Fletcher – Frederick Douglas High School
Zoe Walker – Huntingtown High School
Davaugh Reid – Huntingtown High School
Derrice Smith – Patuxent High School
Harleigh White– Huntingtown High School
Isaiah Ridley–Calvert High School
Marquise Bodley – Calvert High School
Brenae Mcleish – Calvert High School
Kalaya Hodges – Calvert High School

Lauren Cunningham – Northern High School
Trinity Parker – Patuxent High School
Alexis Adams –Northern High School
Dia Brown – Huntingtown High School
Ananda Claggett – Northern High School
Imani Watson – Calvert High School
Kevin Creek – Northern High School
Quenterrius Mason – Huntingtown High School

2018 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
 Tiffany Jackson – Northern High School
Anna Kelly – Calvert High School
Taylor Jackson –  Northern High School
Jalaysia Weems –  Calvert High School
Tarah Carter – Calvert High School
Dorien Minor –  Calvert High School
Jaeden White  – St. Mary’s Ryken High School
Cedric Hawkins – Huntingtown High School
Grantley Bourne – Huntingtown High School
Destiny Dillon  – Calvert High School
Kayla Williams –  Calvert High School
Angela Arnold –  Huntingtown High School
Samirah Brown –  Northern High School
Trinity James –  Northern High School
Nehemiah Stewart –  Huntingtown High School
Aiyonna White –  Northern High School
Mikayla Salazar –  Calvert High School
Nia Adams –  Northern High School
Lauren Cunningham –  Northern High School
Joseph Berry Jr. –  Calvert High School
Kayla Bush –  Calvert High School
Alexys Adams  – Northern High School
Kenadi Wilkerson –  Huntingtown High School
Kennady Ford  – Calvert High School
LaVonne Alston –  Northern High School
Brandon Hooker –  Calvert High School
Robin Freeland –  Huntingtown High School
Rache Cogborn –  Calvert High School

2019 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Dezmon Estep –  Patuxent High School
Justin Holland –  Northern High School
Herbert Carrington IV – Thomas Stone  

High School
Alexis Hill –  Huntingtown High School
Anita Pope –  Calvert High School
Amari Weems –  Patuxent High School
Michaela Bell –  Calvert High School
Desmond Creek –  Calvert High School
Kendall Dent –  Northern High School
Jalaysia Weems –  Calvert High School
Sierra Butler –  Huntingtown High School
Michaela Hawkins – Northern High School
Danielle Frye –  Huntingtown High School

Kennady Ford –  Calvert High School
James Cogborn  – Calvert High School
Cedric Hawkins  – Huntingtown High School
Maleah Smith – Huntingtown High School
Marcquan Fenwick-Davis – Calvert High School
Lauren Cunningham  – Northern High School
Trayonna Hutchins – Huntingtown High School
Imani Watson –  Calvert High School
Joshua Janey – Calvert High School
Kierra Stevens –  Northern High School
Janae Ackerman –  Northern High School
Lamar Keith  – St. Mary’s Ryken High School
Joseph Berry III – Calvert High School
Dorien Minor – Calvert High School
Jocelyn Berry – Calvert High School
Journey Davis – Northern High School
Daezha Kirk – Northern High School
Destiny Dillon – Calvert High School
Nyshia Hickson – Dr. Henry Wise Jr. High School
Jasmine Holland – Northern High School
Matthew D’Haiti – Westlake High School
Akilah McLean – Calvert High School
Melvin Davis – Calvert High School
Joseph Bannister – Huntingtown High School
Jalen Bembry – Patuxent High School
McKenzie Eller – Calvert High School
Christopher Evans – Northern High School
Elysia Cooper – Patuxent High School
Arrington Gutrick – Calvert High School

2020 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS
Cedrick Hawkins – Huntingtown High School
Shannon Wiggins  – Huntingtown  High School
Dia Brown – Huntingtown High School
Camryne Free – Calvert High School
Chandler E. Bell – North Point High School
Jeanelle Ford – Calvert High School
Coerra Hutchins – Huntingtown High School
Julyssa Simms – Calvert High School
Kayla Mac – Patuxent High School
Lamine Fofana – Northwood High School
Jeanette Ford – Calvert High School
Arrington Gutrick – Calvert High School
Joshua Stubbs – Indian River High School
Jabril Robinson – Northern High School
Robert Hollins – North Point High School
Justin Evans – Northern High School
Selena Balanta – Ryken High School
Tiffany Taylor – Northern High School
Tarah Carter  – Calvert High School
Dorian Tonic – Calvert High School
Jasmine Holland – Huntingtown High School
Alexis Hill  – Huntingtown High School
Charity Smith – Northern High School

LEAP Forward, Inc. 
Past Scholarship Recipients 
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Our Book, “From Whence We Came College Survival Toolkit” was published in 
2017.  It includes a compilation of advice from 31 former college students.  Specific 
messages areas shared includes the following: embrace the Ivy League experience, 
transferring may enter your thoughts, use study groups, prepare for homesickness, 
do not abuse your unsupervised freedom, always be yourself, keep God first, 
friendships will gravitate to you, where there is a will, practice good work ethics, 
have no fear, and do not doubt.  High school students may contact us for a free copy.

9 780692 909560

51200>
ISBN 978-0-692-90956-0

$12.00

FROM WHENCE WE CAME—COLLEGE SURVIVAL TOOLKIT

Education Matters—BE SMART 

SMART
Smart is the art of knowing what to do and what to say

Motivation to learn—something new everyday
As problems do appear, being able to cope

Realizing without fear, that there is always hope
To Conceive, Believe, and Achieve!

Nathaniel D. Clayton, Poet

RT

lways Academically

ALL I Can BE

Rhonda Thomas

If you want to listen to the voices of our next generation leaders, then this toolkit is meant for you!”

Dorien Minor, Calvert High School – Graduating Senior 2018

Congratulation Recent College Graduates!
Nia Adams, Samirah Brown, Dorien Minor, Tarah Carter, Desmond Creek, Taylor Jackson,  
Tiffany Jackson, Kayla Williams, Kennady Ford, Angela Arnold, Dia Brown, Alexys Adams,  

Aiyonna White, Kenadi Wilkerson, Jalaysia Weems, Alex Fletcher and Zoe Walker

LEAP Forward, Inc. 
Past Scholarship Recipients 

202O SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS (cont.)
Jaiden Ruffin  – Huntingtown High School
Bryce Howard – Northern High School
James Cogborn – Calvert High School
Aiyonna White – Northern High School
Zoe Walker – Huntingtown High School
Michaela Hawkins  – Northern High School
Ashanti Ford  – Calvert High School
Dorien Minor – Calvert High School
Kendall Andrews – Charles Herbert Flowers  
     High School
Kourtney Goldring – Huntingtown High School
Tia Jackson – Northern High School
Lauren Murphy – Northern High School
Tania Frederick-Allen – North Point High School
Dezmon Estep – Patuxent High  School
Justin Holland – Huntingtown High School
Herbert Carrington IV – Thomas Stone High School
Nusaybah Williams – Al-Qalam Academy

2021 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Gavin Gross
Dorien Minor
Tarah Carter
Janae Ackerman
Lauratu Bah
Destiny Johnson
Malachi White
Dia Brown
Imani Tookes
Grace Henderson
Tayla Mann
Alexis Hill
Dataya Resenois

Tiara Nicole Baker
Sophia Goins
Alina Creek
Callie Walker
Jeanelle Ford
Jaron Scott
Arrington Gutrick
MacKenzie Nicolas
Ciarra Grady
Laiya Saunders
Mackenzie Dixon
Tracey Montilus
Jamari Morgan

Jaiden Mosley
Kara Lawson
Dezmon Estep
Nusaybah Williams
Tania Frederick-Allen
Cedric Hawkins
Imani Roberts
Chandler Bell
Serenity Jackson
Egypt Butler
Leslie Wiafe
Keniya Rogers
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Sponsors

Thank You
Thank You
Thank You
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Sponsorships - July 2022

Double Platinum

Alfred Street Baptist Church
Berkshire Hathaway Energy  Company (BHE GT&S)

Kyle Hutzler
Gregory Joyner

ParkerSimms Management Solutions LLC
Space Metrics LLC

Todd Jackson
Quiana Shaw

Carleen Adams
Jeff Hobbs

Platinum

Community Bank of the Chesapeake
Gerry Dupree

Darlene Harrod
PNC Bank

Conrad & Cheryl White
Greg Woods

Mallory & Associates
Dr. Decatur Rogers

Diamond

Gwendolyn Adams
Robert Hoosier

JMA Solutions LLC
Jeffrey & Ann McFadden
The Patuxent Partnership

SMECO
Ronald Martin
Bertha Smith
Deltricia Boyd 
Derek Fulford
Lisa Mackall

Robert Banks
Calvin Gross

Patricia Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Jones

Betty Coleman
Rudell Jones
Ivory Brown
Betty Kinney
Sylvia Davis

Annette Lagana
Doris Durrett

Michael Torbert
Jeffery & Cheryl Goins

Robyn Truslow
Linwood Harrod

Yvonne Wills 

Claudette Holbrook
James & Rachel Hicks
Frederick L. Johnson
Tonya & Herbert Allen

Katherine Jeffries
Phyllis Lester

Patricia Johnson
Fandreia Bowman

Cumberland & Erly LLC
Dorothy & Amando Gomes

Sherri Barber
Nathan Lovett
Barry Brown

Bernice Austin
Natalie Ogletree

Velma Mack

Gold

Still Creek Insurance – Dave Wexler
Jeff Irons

Pastor Roland & First Lady Sheila Barnes
Henry Nicholes

Calvert County State’s Attorney Robert & Sheree Harvey
Lebowitz & Mzhen LLC

Carroll Western United Methodist Church
Lord & Tucker Management Consultants LLC

Cedar Point Federal Credit Union
Riddicia Mackall

Yvette Selby-Mohamadu
Exit 1 STOP Realty – Andrea Chris Banks

Rausch Funeral Home
Malcolm Funn

RS Graphx, Inc.
Trayonna Hutchins

Sewell Funeral Home
Pat Hofmann

State Farm Insurance – Mike & Jennifer Paxson

Pearl
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Sponsored Families & Organizations Scholarships

Joseph Whitaker
Plum Point United Methodist Church

Ladies Enterprise, LLC
Sandra Jones
Lomone White

Marseta Dill
Baron Dill

Oreal Morsell
Victoria Lodge #71

Cynthia Thorne Carter
Vaughn & Theresa Thomas

Delvina Offer
Kelvin Offer

Dr. Sheila Moore
Melanie Myers
Lowell Cade
Larry Gross

Conrad White
Joseph Parran

Rantessa Anderson

Darlene Harrod
Kimberly Thomas

Tammie & Paul Owens
Dawn Ray

Windy Willow Farm Services LLC
Charisse Jones

Pastor Dana M. Jones
Dean M. Jones

Rhonda Thomas
Almous Harrod, Jr.

Dawn Tucker
Louise Booth
Judith Plater

Glenwood & Marion Brooks 
Michelle Perry

Damian Weems
Evelyn Walker
Gail Brooks

Carlene Harrod
Thomas & Delores Hicks

Wilson Ennis Jr. 
Wilson Ennis III

Toni Smith
Maurice Irvine      

Timothy & Dale Morsell 
Wilhemina Greene   

Tonya & Kevin Wilkerson 
Samantha Parran     

Ralph & Eleanora Parran 
Kevin Henson

Monroe Henson 
Hamilton & Lula Parran 

Mae Morsell
Patricia Camp      

Veronica Thorne
Mary Ann Bell



The Time is Now: Triumphing To Success
Remain Prayerful

Psalm 91 - Contemporary English Version

The Lord Is My Fortress
1 Live under the protection 

of God Most High 
and stay in the shadow 
of God All-Powerful.

 
2 Then you will say to the Lord, 

“You are my fortress, 
my place of safety; 
you are my God, 
and I trust you.”

3 The Lord will keep you safe 
from secret traps 

and deadly diseases. 
4 He will spread his wings 

over you 
and keep you secure. 

His faithfulness is like 
a shield or a city wall.[a]

                  5  You won’t need to worry 
about dangers at night 

or arrows during the day. 
6 And you won’t fear diseases 

that strike in the dark 
or sudden disaster at noon.

7 You will not be harmed, 
though thousands fall 

all around you.

And with your own eyes 
you will see the punishment 

of the wicked. 
9 The Lord Most High 

is your fortress. 
Run to him for safety, 

10 and no terrible disasters 
will strike you 
or your home.

11 God will command his angels 
to protect you 

wherever you go. 
12  They will carry you 

in their arms, 
and you won’t hurt your feet 

on the stones. 
13  You will overpower 

the strongest lions 
and the most deadly snakes.

14 The Lord says, “If you love me 
and truly know who I am, 

I will rescue you 
and keep you safe. 

15 When you are in trouble, 
call out to me. 

I will answer and be there 
to protect and honor you. 
16 You will live a long life 

and see my saving power.”



GoFundMe link is https://www.gofundme.com/f/scholarships-4-our-youth 

LEAP Forward is a non‐profit corporation qualified as a 501 (c )3 organization under the IRS Code.  
As such, all donations are 100% Tax Deductible in accordance with federal law.   

Thank YOU 

How to Reach Us? 
Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc. 

LEAP Forward, Inc. 

P.O. Box 373 

Prince Frederick, MD 20678 

Email: leapforwardinc@yahoo.com  Phone: 301.509.3872 

Facebook: leapforwardinc2016 

Twitter: @leapforwardleap    Instagram:  #leapforward2  

Website: www.leapforwardinc.org  

National Society of Black Engineers Jr Chapter ‐ Creative and Striving Hard to Succeed 

Website: http://www.cashnsbejr.com

Facebook: Calvert County NSBE Jr CASH 
Email: Cash_nsbejr@yahoo.com 

Destined4Success 
Email: D4successadvisor@gmail.com 

Reach out to a Board member: Rhonda Thomas, Conrad White, Wilson Ennis, Timothy Morsell,  Jessica Brooks, 

Michelle Brooks, Trayonna Hutchins, Riddicia Mackall, Jerrell Jones, Joseph Berry III, Keshia Capers, 

Triana Carter, and Darlene Harrod. (Mrs. Peggy Leeper, Honorary Board Member)  

How to Give? 
www.leapforwardinc.org and  leapforwardinc@yahoo.com—Paypal Donation 

CashApp: $leap4ward 

Federal Employees Combined Federal Campaign  CFC#91127—Show Your Love 

Amazonsmile—smile.amazon.com/ch/52‐2169397 

By Check to LEAP Forward Inc. and Mail to P.O. Box above 

Support our Fundraisers 

GoFundMe link is https://www.gofundme.com/f/scholarships-4-our-youth 

LEAP Forward is a non‐profit corporation qualified as a 501 (c )3 organization under the IRS Code.  
As such, all donations are 100% Tax Deductible in accordance with federal law.   
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Launching Educational Assistance Programs Forward, Inc. 

LEAP Forward, Inc. 

P.O. Box 373 

Prince Frederick, MD 20678 

Email: leapforwardinc@yahoo.com  Phone: 301.509.3872 

Facebook: leapforwardinc2016 

Twitter: @leapforwardleap    Instagram:  #leapforward2  

Website: www.leapforwardinc.org  

National Society of Black Engineers Jr Chapter ‐ Creative and Striving Hard to Succeed 

Website: http://www.cashnsbejr.com

Facebook: Calvert County NSBE Jr CASH 
Email: Cash_nsbejr@yahoo.com 

Destined4Success 
Email: D4successadvisor@gmail.com 

Reach out to a Board member: Rhonda Thomas, Conrad White, Wilson Ennis, Timothy Morsell,  Jessica Brooks, 

Michelle Brooks, Trayonna Hutchins, Riddicia Mackall, Jerrell Jones, Joseph Berry III, Keshia Capers, 

Triana Carter, and Darlene Harrod. (Mrs. Peggy Leeper, Honorary Board Member)  

How to Give? 
www.leapforwardinc.org and  leapforwardinc@yahoo.com—Paypal Donation 

CashApp: $leap4ward 

Federal Employees Combined Federal Campaign  CFC#91127—Show Your Love 

Amazonsmile—smile.amazon.com/ch/52‐2169397 

By Check to LEAP Forward Inc. and Mail to P.O. Box above 

Support our Fundraisers 
Paypal Giving Program:  paypal.com/us/fundraiser/charity/2076131 

GoFundme:  https://gofund.me/d28f9b43 

Zelle:  leapforwardinc@yahoo.com




